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AMSAY’S NEWCASTLE CANNEL ; 
COAL. Analysis by Dr. Fyrz, M.D.:— 
9746 cubic feet of gas per ton of coal. 
26-candle gas. 
13} ewt. coke per ton of coal. 
N.B.—Ramsay’s Cannel most resembles the Mar- 
quis of Lothian’s Cannel, but superior as to coke. 
RAMSAY’S PATENT CONDENSED COKE, 
bo. GARESFIELD COKE, 


RAMSAY'S FIRE-CLAY ARTICLES. 

GAS-RETORTS, introduced 1828. 

FIRE-BRICK WORKS, established 1804. 

FIRE-CLAY SANITARY PIPES, CHIMNEY- 
TOPS, and all Goods made of Fire Clay. 

The Fire oe worked from Blaydon Main Col- 
jery, is of excellent auality, and no expense spared in 
saehctin every article. 

The FIRE-BRICKS (marked *“‘ RAMSAY”) are to be 
seen in all parts cf the world, and the works are the 
most extensive in the Kingdom. 

Manufactories: DERWENTMAUGH, SWALWELL, and 
Hepsunn Quay. Offices: Broap Cuarr, New- 
QASTLE-UPON-TYNE. Address, G. H. Kamsay. 


GEORGE GLOVER & CO., 
Patentees of the Standard Gasometers for the 
Government, and of the 


IMPROVED DRY GAS-METERS. 


These Meters are warranted to measure correctly 
and not to vary, and have come into general use more 
rapidly than any Meters hitherto manufactured, 








CLASSES X, aND XXXI. 








Crass X.—‘' For ingenuity, plet , and effi- 
ciency of apparatus used in measuring gas, and 
Sor excellence of material and workmanship.” 

Crass XXXI.—* For superiority of construction and 
workmanship.” 

Particulars and lists of prices forwarded on applica- 
tion to Ranelagh Works, Ranelagh Road, Piwlico, 
Lonnon, 8.W.; 15, Market Street, MANCHESTER; 
or 127, Boulevard de Magenta, Paris. 


IMPROVED GASLIGHT. 


Ample experience has provea mat, by carburetting 
common gas, its illuminating power may be doubled or 
even tripled, and its consumpt greatly lessened. Wax 
candles and oi! lamps in eee are being rapidiy 
superseded, and gas is now used in many private houses 
and mansions where formerly it was not tolerated. 

Information as to the apparatus. fluids, &c., may be 
bad of Gro, GLover and Co., or CARLESS, BLAGDEN, 
and Co., Hackney Wick ,N.E, 





COWEN’S PATENT FIRE-CLAY RETORTS. 
J OsErx COWEN and CO, 
BLAYDON BURN, NEAR NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 


Were the only parties to whom a Prize MEDAL was 
awarded at the Great EXursiTIon of 1851, for ‘Gas 
Retorts and OTHER OBJeEcTs in Fire-Cray,’’ and 
they have also been awarded in the INTERNATIONAL 
ExHIBITION of 1862, the Paize Mrpat for “Gas 
Retorts, Fire-Bricks, &c., for EXCELLENCE of 
Quatity.” 


[SLAYVON BURN AND LOW BENWELL FIRE 


| trouage for several years past, and to intimate that he 
| has rebuiltand ee his extensive premises for the 
| Manafacture of CLA 

| prepared to execute thelargest ordérs with punctuality 


| of all shapes and sizes, FIRE-BRICKS, and all other 


J.C. and Co. have been for many years the most | 


extensive Manufacturers of Fire-Clay Retorts in the 
United Kingdom; and orders for Fire-Clay Retorts 
of all shapes and dimensions, Fire-Bricks, and every 
other article in Fire-Clay are promptly executed at 
their Works as above. 
COWEN’S GARESFIELD COALS, 
Coal Office, 
Quay Sips, NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 


FIRST PRIZE IN THE PARIS EXHIBITION. 






jour RUSSELL AND CO, 
THE OLD TUBE WORKS, 
CHURCH HILL, WEDNESBURY; 
ALMA WORKS, 
WALSALL, STAFFORDSHIRE; 

and 69, UPPER THAMES STREET, LONDON, 
Original Manufacturers of Wrought-Jron Gas Tubes 
and Holders of the present Patents; Inventors and 
First Makers of LAP-WELDED FLUES for Steam 
Boilers. 

J. R.and Co. make all kinds of Tubes and Fittings 
for Gas, Steam, and Water, and the largest Orders 
may be executed in afew days. 

un Metal, and all other kinds of Cocks, Stocks, 
Dies, and Taps, Galvanised Tubes, &c. 

N.B. All Goods thoroughly Tested before sent out, 

and Warranted. 


JOHN BENT & SON, 
WET AND DRY GAS-METER 
STREET-LAMP 
MANUFACTURERS, 


BELL BARN ROAD, BIRMINGHAM, 
EsTaBuisuep 1830. 

All materials found for the alteration of Public Lamps for 

lighting with the Rod. Regulators with-Lava Burners. 








CLAY RETORT AND FIRE-B 
NEAR NRWCASTLE-ON-D Nae ;- 

ILLIAM COCHRAN CARR begs 

most respectfully to thank the Metropolitan; 

Provincial, and Continental Gas Companies for their pa- 


~>MORKS, 


RETORTS; ‘and thatheis now 
and despatch. Orders for FIRE-CLAY RETORTS, 


Articles in Fire-Clay, executed on the shortest notice, 
and on the most reasonable terms. ' 
London Agents: JAMES LAWRIE & CO.,, 
63, OLp Broap Street, City, LONDON, 


HE “LOTHIAN” CANNEL COALS. 


These Cannels are extensively used in the Gas- 
Works of Edinburgh, where the illuminating power of 
the gas is the highest in Britain. 4 

The yield per ton is 12,573 cubic feet ; illuminating 
power 33°8 standard candles; coke per ton 1046 lbs, 
Ports of Shipment, in the Firth of Forth, 


YRSHIRE CANNEL COALS. 


These Cannels are used in Glasgow, Greenock, 
Paisley. and other Gas-Works on the West Coast of 
Scotland. 

The yield per ton is 10,650 cubic feet ; illuminating 
power 24 standard candles; coke per ton 1216 lbs. 

Ports of Shipment, in the Firth of Clyde. 

For prices aud other ioformation, apply to Mr. JoHN 
Romans, C.E., 53, Frederick Street, Epinpunon. 


[MPERIAL CONTINENTAL GAS 
ASSOCIATION. 

(Incorporated by Act of Parliament.) 
= Notice is hereby given that the HALF-Y EARLY 
ORDINARY MEETING of the PROPRIETORS of 
the Imperial Continental Gas Association will be held [ 
at the London ‘Tavern, Bishopsgate Street Within, 
London, on WEDNESDAY, the 27th inet., at Two 
o'clock in the afternoon precisely, when a Report will 
be made to the Proprietors, and a Dividend declared 
for the half year ending the 30th of June, 1867. 

Notice is also hereby given that the Transfer Books 
of the Association and the Register of Shareholders | 
will be closed on Wednesday, the 13th inst., and will 
remain closed until after the Half-Yearly Ordinary 
Meeting on the 27th inst. 

By order of the Board of Direction, 
Avert F. Jackson, Secretary. 

Dated this 4th day of November, 1867. 





WANTED. by the Advertiser, a situa- 
tion as Working Manager or Foreman in a 
Gas-Work. Has had 12 years experience as such. 
References and testimonials as to character and ability. 

Address A. B., care of Mr. King, 11, Bolt Court, 
Preet Strerr, E.C. 





MEDALS, 


Two 


LONDON, 1862 
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GEORGE GLOVER & CQO. 


Patentees of the Standard Gasometers for the Government, 





| IMPROVED DRY GAS-METERS AND GASOMETERS, 


EXHIBITION. 


RANELAGH WORKS, RANELAGH ROAD, PIMLICO, LONDON, 8.W.: 
AND 127, BOULEVARD DE MAGENTA, PARIS. 


SILVER MEDAL, 








PARIS, 1867. 


~ 


ee 






































“GAS.” Now PUBLISHED, ‘‘ GAS,” 
HE CONSUMER'S GUIDE, GAS- 


FITTER’S COMPANION, &c., full of General 
Information. How to Prevent Gas Explosions and 
Moderate the A ts. Fully I d by Dia- 
grams and Engravings. Price, only 1s. 6d. each; per 
post two stamps extra. 

To be had of the London Publishers, Mr. J. WEALE, 
59, Hicu HorsorNn; Mr. G. Mappick, Proprietor of 
~~ Mechanic; also authorized Agents in Ireland 
and Scotland, and al] Booksellers. 

ww at Stationers Hall, and for transmission 

road. 


METROPOLIS GAS SUPPLY. 
Just published, price 4s., by post 4s. 6d., 324 pages, 
cloth, lettered, 

A FULL & COMPLETE REPORT 
of the Proceedings (including the Speeches, Discus- 
sions, and Evidence) before a Select Committee of the 
House of Commons—Session 1867—on the 
METROPOLIS GAS ACT AMENDMENT BILL, 

With the Discussion upén the Second Reading 
of the Bill and the Report presented by the Committee 
to the House. 
Also the Proceedings before the same Committee 
upon the Bills of the 


IMPERIAL & CHARTERED (COMPANIES. 


A Few Copies of the 
PROCEEDINGS ON THE ARBITRATION 
between the 


GREAT CENTRAL, GAS COMPANY 


an 
A. A. CROLL, ESQ,, 
Are still for sale. 
Price 5s., by post 5s. 6d., cloth, lettered. 














ati 


London: W1LLIAM B. KiNG, 11, Bolt Court, Fert 
Srreer, E.C. 


METROPOLIS WATER SUPPLY. 
Just published, price 3s. 6d,, by post 4s., cloth, 
lettered, 
REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS 

Before the Select Committee of the House of Commons 

—Session 1867—appointed on the 
EAST LONDON WATER BILLS, 
Who were instructed to inquire into the operation and 

results of the 

METROPOLIS WATER ACT, 1852, 
With an Analysis of the Report presented by the Com- 
mittee to the House. 





ait London: W7u1am B. Kine, 11, Bolt Court, Fixer 


Srruzt, E.C, 





Just published, price 2s., by post 2s. 1d., 
A COURSE OF LECTURES ON 


COAL GAS, 


Delivered in March, 1867, at the Royal Institution of 
Great Britain. 


By Dr. FRANKLAND, F.R.S, 





Price 1s., by post 1s. 1d., 


ON THE 
SUPPLY OF WATER TO THE METROPOLIS. 
A Lecture Delivered at the Royal Institution 
of Great Britain, 
By Dr. FRANKLAND, F.R.S, 





Price 1s. 6d., by post 1s. 7d., 
DEFECTS IN THE APPARATUS GENERALLY 
USED FOR THE DETERMINATION OF 


BISULPHIDE | OF CARBON 
COAL GAS, 


And Description of a New Apparatus for its Estimation. 
By ALFRED G. ANDERSON, Esa., 


Professor of Chemistry and Practical Chemistry in 
Queen’s College, Birmingham, 


4 Price 1s. each, by post Is. 1d., 
Provtedings in the present Session of Parliament on the 


CAMBRIDGE GAS BILL, 
GREAT GRIMSBY & RICHMOND GAS BILLS. 


4 Price 2s., by post 2s. 1d., 
\} SOUTHPORT, SHEFFIELD, PAIGNTON, 
LEEDS, & REDHILL WATER EILLS. 











Price 8d. cath, ot Oa. per doz., 
Proceedings at Audit of Accounts of 


SLOUGH LOCAL BOARD OF HEALTH. 


Lonpon: Wuitiiam B, Kina, 11, Bolt Court, Fleet 
Street, E.C. 








EIGHTH THOUSAND. 


AGRICULTURAL VALUE 
ce) 


F 
REFUSE GAS LIME. 
By PROFESSOR VOELCKER, 
Professor of Chemistry to the Royal Agricultural 
oa Society of England. 
Price 10s. per 100, or by post, 10s. 6d, 
London: WiLL1aM B, K1NG, 11, Bolt Court, FLert 
Street, E.C, 
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REDUCED PRICES OF 
BRYAN DONKIN & CO’S 


| 

| 
IMPROVED GAS VALVES | 
WITH WROUGHT-IRON PINIONS | 

from 2 inches to 18 inches, price 9s. 6d. to 12s. per inch diameter | 
List of prices, with full dimensions of all sizes up to 36 inches, to be | 
had on application. 
These Valves are all proved on both sides to 30 Ibs. on the square inch 
before leaving the works, and are always kept in stock. 
Valves made with Outside Racks to order. Also, Screw Water-Valveg 
with Gun-Metal Faces. 
BRYAN DONKIN & CO., | 
ENGINEERS, 


NEAR GRANGE ROAD, BERMONDSEY. 


F. & C. OSLER, 


45, OXFORD STREET, LONDON; 
Manufactory—Broad Street, Birmingham— Established 1807, 
MANUFACTURERS OF GLASS CHANDELIERS, GLASS 
LUSTRES, TABLE GLASS, &c. &c. 
ELEGANT CRYSTAL GLASS CHANDELIERS, for GAS, from £4 upwards 
Made from ‘‘ReGIsTzRED’’ Designs), with GLass BRancues, &c.; suitable 
r DRAWING-ROOMS and BALL-Rooms. The more extensive use of Gas in 
private dwellings has induced Messrs. OSLER to direct their particular atten. 
tion to the manufacture of this clas= of articles—which, with a view to their 
general adoption, are offered at a moderate prices. Purchasers can select from 
a great variety of patterns, to which additions are being constantly made. 
Geeavane. CoNCERT, ASSEMBLY, AND BaLt Rooms LIGHTED BY EsTIMats 
ON THE LowEST TERMS. 


WALTER FORD, 


159, GRAY’S INN ROAD, LONDON. 
MANUFACTURER OF WET AND DRY GAS-METERS, STATION-METEBS, 
GOVERNORS, &e. &e. 


Sole Manufacturer of PADDON’S PATENT STREET-LAMP REGULATOBRS, for insuring 
any required consumption. These Regulators are in general and increasing use, and references can be given to 
Gas Companies who use them for every Lamp. 


T@ GAS & WATER COMPANIES, FIRE-BRICK & RETORT WORKS, ENGINEERS, &c, 























A great saving of time, labour, and expense is effected by the use of 


PRICE’S 
PATENT COAL AND COKE BARROWS. 


The following Factories and Gas Companies have been supplied with the above :— 


The Roya Gun Factories and the Royal Carriage Department; Royal Arsenal, Woolwich; Royal Small pe 
Factories. Enfield; and the London, Commercial, South Metropolitan, Surrey Consumers, Chartered, a 
Crystal Palace District, Hampton Court United, Woolwich, Plumstead, and Charlton, North Ww oolwich, — 
mond, Reading, West Kent, Hastings, Brighton, Brighton and Hove, Portsmouth, Reigate, Weymouth, Ryde 
(Isle of Wight), Farnham, Dorking, and Ashford Gas Companies, &c., &c. Sa 
Manufacturers for London and Svuth of England—PRIEST & WOOLNOUGH, KINGSTON-ON-THAMES. 

Manufacturers for the Midland Counties and North of England— 
THE COALBROOKDALE COMPANY, near WELLINGTON, SALOP. 
Manufacturers for Ireland—J. EDMUNDSON AND CO., CAPEL STREET, DUBLIN. 


Communications to be addressed to the Sole Agent, R. E. KEEN, 50, Claremont 
Road, Surbiton, §.W.; or either of the above. 








MATHER AND PLATT, 
SALFORD IRON-WORKS, MANCHESTER, 


Beg to call attention to their Revised List of Prices of VALVES, TAPS, &c. _ They also request the notice of 
Water Companies and Hydraulic Engineers to their IMPROVED SLUICE-VALVES for Water. The Slides have 
Gun-Metal Facings, are of wedge form, and when screwed down are tight on both sides. 


de ae 





-IRON SLUICE-VALVES. 
oa wvith Gun-Metal Posing” 





CAST-IRON STEAM-VALVES. 
With Gun-Metal Valves & Seatings, 
Bore. Price Bore. Price. Bore. £ 





ce. 
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Prices and particulars of all other forms and sizes can be had on appli a, 
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“SILVER MEDAL, INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION, PARIS, 1867. | 


LLOYD AND LLOYD, 
ALBION TUBE-WORKS, BIRMINGHAM, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


WROUGHT-IRON TUBES & FITTINGS, 
PLAIN, GALVANIZED, & ENAMELLED, for Gas, Steam, and Water, from } in. to 6 in, bore. 
STOCKS, TAPS, and DIES, GUN METAL GLAND-COCKS, WATERGAUGES, &. 


PATENT LAP-WELDED IRON TUBES 
For Locomotive and Marine Boilers, &c. 


LONDON WAREHOUSE-N®? 66, QUEEN STREET, E.C. 














LIVERPOOL: No. 4, Cooper’s Row, and Bold’s Yard, Strand Street. 
MANCHESTER: Barlow’s Croft, Chapel Street, Salford. 


ORLANDO BROTHERS’ 
SELF-ACTING DISTRICT GOVERNOR. 


Prices, according to size, can be obtained upon application to 


Mr. WILLIAM ARCHER, 


METER COMPANY’S WORKS, OLDHAM. 


EJ. & J. PEARSON, 


DELPH & TINTAM ABBEY FIRE-CLAY & BRICK-WORKS, 
STOURBRIDGE, 


PROPRIETORS OF 
BEST GLASS-HOUSE POT & CRUCIBLE CLAY; 
MANUFACTURERS OF 


GLASS-HOUSE POTS, CRUCIBLES, GAS-RETORTS, & FIRE-BRICKS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 


THE GAS-METER COMPANY 
(LIMITED), LONDON, 
(Successors to CROLL, BAIT, and C0., LONDON, and WEST and GREGSON, OLDHAM.) 


MANUFACTURE 


STATION-METERS & GOVERNORS 


At their Oldham Establishment, which has long possessed the reputation of supplying this description of apparatus of the most 
|perfect construction and appropriate design. 


CONSUMERS GAS-METERS IN CAST-IRON & TINNED SHEET-IRON CASES. 


STREET GOVERNORS, PRESSURE and EXHAUST REGISTERS, TEST saa aems, 
‘AND EXPER?MENTAL GAS APPARATUS GENERALLY. 

















For information, &c., apply to 
W. ARCHER, Manager, | Meter Factory, OLDHAM ; 


GEORGE RAIT, Managing Director, KINGSLAND ROAD, LONDON. 








HENRY ALDER, 


GRANGE METER-WORKS, EDINBURGH, 
f Begs to intimate that he has introduced the manufacture of DRY GAS-METERS in 


CAST-IRON CASES. 


These Meters are protected by registration under the “ Copyright of Designs Act.” They are much more darable, Sé at the} 
same time more easily repaired than those in Tin Cases. 
Price list and terms on application. 














} 
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TO CORPORATIONS, GAS ENGINEERS, AND OTHERS, pe 








————— See 
- “ey FT 


a — a 








— 



































































EE THE meena $6 ont LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, & SANITARY IMPROVEMENT. [Nov. 12, 1867, | g 
/UNIVERSAL EXHIBITION OF PARIS, 

| 1867. 60% . * 
Cm, cD 

} SILVER MEDAL. she sh a Gy i on 





| ‘THOMAS GLOVER, || 
| DRY GAS-METER MANUFACTURER, 

} 

| CLERKENWELL GREEN, LONDON, $ 
| 


HAS BEEN AWARDED THE HIGHEST PRIZE FOR ‘Sha 








DRY GAS-METERS, 


BY THE IMPERIAL COMMISSIONERS FOR THE ' 


| UNIVERSAL EXHIBITION, 1867. ms 








WILLIAM.PARKINSON AND CO. al 
| (SUCCESSORS TO SAMUEL CROSLEY), \_ 
PATENT WET AND DRY GAS-METER MANUFACTURERS, &c. | 
COTTAGE LANE, CITY ROAD, LONDON, EC. \$ 
Establishes 1816. | T 











PATENT IMPROVED WET METER. |= 


i W. P. and Co. invite especial attention to this Meter, which entirely overcomes the difficulty to which ordinary 
} Wet Meters are subjected, owing to the short range of the Float, which is necessary, in order to meet the requirements 
|}of the Sale of Gas Act. 





o 





“It is well known that n Meters constructed so that the valve will close when the water is drawn off to such a point as to renderthem 3 per cent. slow 
the lights are liable to be extinguished by the closing of the valve by a sudden increase of pressure. To meet this difficulty, Mr. Pinchbeck has invented an Li 
ingenious and simple arrangement by which the action is reversed, and any such increase of pressure, in his Meter, raises the value instead of depressing it. The 
'} tact of the improvement having been adopted by Messrs. W. Parkinson and Co. is a sufficient guarantee that it practically and effectually remedies the incon- 
' j it is desig to meet.”—JouRNAL oF Gas LIGHTING, he 
i ta 
PATENT IMPROVED DRY METER, i 
be 
Which W. P. and Co. pledge themselves to manufacture with the same quality of materials and workmanship as in their in 
a ||. 
|| Wet Meter, thereby giving Gas Companies and others the advantage of procuring a first-rate Dry as well as a Wet “ 
‘|| Meter, which, hitherto, they have been unable to do. ” 
| ql 
STATION-METERS AND GOVERNORS. c 























, fr 

\ Which can be seen at all the London Gas-Works. Also Liverpool, Manchester, Sheffield, Nottingham, Belfast, Glasgow, Bir- E 
mingham, Dublin, Bristol, Leeds, Leicester, Brighton, Southampton, Sunderland, Wolverhampton, Bradford, Norwich, &c., &e. B 
0 

TEST GASHOLDERS, EXPERIMENTAL METERS, EXHAUSTER REGULATORS, c 

r 

MINUTE CLOCKS, PRESSURE GAUGES, PHOTOMETERS. PRESSURE REGISTERS, &c. | | g 





























| NOTICES. 

The subscription is 15s, per annum, if paid in advance during the month 

| of January, or 18s. credit, in two sums of 9s. each, in July and 

| January ofeach year. Post-Office orders must be made payable at the 

Charing Cross Money-Order Office, to William H. Bennett, No. 42, 

Parliament Street, Westminster. 

This Journat has been duly registered at the General Post Office for 
transmission abroad. 

The next number will be published on Tuesday, November 26, and the 

|_ subsequent numbers on each successive alternate Tuesday. 

‘Stamped copies, when forwarded by post, must be folded so as to expose 

ak stamp; they are otherwise liable to the full postage charge for 

| letters. 

‘all Communications to be addressed to the Editor, No. 42, Parliament 
Street, Westminster; and orders for Advertisements to the Publisher, 

| Mr. W. B. King, No. 11, Bolt Court, Fleet Street. 





TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

|No notice can be taken of anonymous communications. Whatever is 
intended for insertion, must be authenticated by the name and address 

y writer; not necessarily for publication, but as a guarantee of good 
aith. 
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TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 1861. 
flotes upon Passing Events. 


Tux correspondence between the Board of Trade and the East 
London Water-Works Company, “with reference to Captain 
“Tyler’s report on the water supplied by the company,” which 
has recently been issued, is one more example of the advan- 
tages of having such public works as water supply under the 





influence of public opinion and the Government, instead of 
being above public opinion, as they are when a department of 
imperial or local government. Those who are in the habit, 
like Mr. Chadwick, of ignorantly asserting that French rail- 
ways are better managed than those of this country, have had 
fecent opportunities of seeing the effect of an institution worked | 
Quite independently of public opinion. The cramming of the | 
carriages at Calais, the wretched arrangements for transfer 
from the boats to the rail, were quite enough to exhaust an 

nglishman’s patience had there been any means of redress. 

ut there were none. The other day a frightful accident 
Sccurred on the French Northern line—a sort of accident from 
collision that has happened here more than once. In the 
result, however, there was this great difference between the | 
| system of the two countries: in England, for at least a week ' 


—_— 











It is indispensable that the ownership and maintenance should | 
rest with the owners and occupiers, because in the better class | 
of houses the interference of the company would be considered | 
an impertinence and a nuisance; and in the lower class of| 
houses there would be continual war between the company 
and a class of tenants who would be always destroying or 
stealing what did not belong tothem. The only satisfactory 
course would be to make it the duty of some local authority to 
enforce, under penalties, the provision by owners, and the 
maintenance by tenants, of proper apparatus for internal water 
supply. The company have for some years maintained a special 
officer and staff for inspecting and suggesting improvements} 
in water fittings, but they have no legal power to compel, and it| 
is not advisable that they should have such power. Captain 
Tyler reported, from an examination of the company’s records, 
that more than 23 per cent. of all the houses in the East 
London district were without proper fittings. The company 
have used their best efforts to introduce the use of ‘‘ waste- 
“ preventers,” which, according to Captain Tyler’s report, ‘‘ are 
“the best possible form of drinking as well as supply fountains,” 
and ‘‘make a very perfect arrangement for blocks, rows, courts, 
‘or collections of houses unprovided with internal means of 
“supply.” ‘There are now as many as 54 for the service of 
“576 houses.” ‘‘ They are used not only by the inhabitants of| 
‘the courts in which they are, but by large numbers of people 
“who flock to them from neighbouring localities.” The com- 
pany are willing, at their own expense, to lay and maintam 
pipes from their mains to the entrance of any court, so as ta 














| 


| 
| 


} 
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CONTENTS. the daily and weekly papers would be filled with reports and 
R 2 mn correspondence ; in France, railways being public institutions 
Notes upon Passing Events :-— PAGE ie 8 " 
The Metropolitan Water Question . . . . . . « « « « 926 under the petro ang? of the Gov erament, A ome we 
4 Dr. Bachhoffner, Dr. Letheby, and Dr. Whitmore’s Report on the shortcomings is a sort of minor lese-majesté, and the 
— A oe bee a Use rgveund , ee eee = newspapers are instructed to respect by silence the sacred || 
roposed Metropolitan Slaughter-Houses . ; . ses r * wt : wi 
The Smithfield Club and the Cattle Plague. gg¢ | Tailway authorities. The victims who lose registered bag 
The Metropolitan Fish Markets. . . . 926 | gage on foreign railways, or suffer from telegrams which 
The French Peasant Proprietors . 927 | are not delivered, may write to the Times, but must not open 
Circular to Gas Compantes :— up their griefs in foreign newspapers. At any rate, we have 
The Metropolitan Board of Works and the Gas Question . 927 | the satisfaction of calling our public companies over the coals, 
The Dundee Gas Companies and the Town Council 928 | and making public opinion bear heavy on their loins. The 
The Oxygen GasSchemein France. . . . 928 . af . ; : 
experience public censors ‘have had with the Board of 
es orar napa ~~ Admiralty ought to teach political reformers how hard it is 
mcrae mene 928 | to produce a dent in a Government establishment. When a 
od A nt og memorial from the inhabitants of the East London Water- 
pplications for Letters Patent . . . . - 929 istri aptai 
etna teesienektekedien . * 999 Works district was presented to the Board of Trade, Captain 
| Invention Protected for Six Months . * 999 | Tyler was deputed to report on the subject. The board of the 
| Noticesto Proceed . . . . . . 929 | East London Works felt themsclves hardly used in Captain 
Patents which have become Void - 929 | Tyler’s report, and addressed to the Board of Trade a letter, 
| Miscellaneous News :— which is an excellent example of the useful working of the| 
tin Sent t Wate . ; 4 private enterprise system, as distinguished from Government) 
eeting of the Equitable Gas Compan a els - 933 one 
| Meeting of the Continental Union = * 935 | Of municipal boards. The secretary of the East London| 
| Meeting of the Bahia Gas Company mish ’ 937 | Water-Works occupies the most interesting part of his letter: 
| Meeting of the Singapore Gas Company . 941! in showing ‘“ what the directors have done and propose 
Meeting of the Chartered Gas Company - 042 | ec e:% . we | 
Strike at the Preston Gas- Works Pewter he Be * 946 to do for the purpose of improving their water sup-|| 
| Occurrence of Sulphocyanide of Ammonium in Gas-Mains . . 946 | “ ply.” Captain Tyler seemed to be of opinion ‘that the} 
| Trinidad Asphaltum . Poe, ee ee ee . 946 | company should be the owner of, and undertake to!| 
a ape om Rs ais 0 | oom * repair, the internal fittings of each house.” 
‘Share List of Metropolitan Gas Companies. . . - 97) 7 a rw d vo: Gut tis wold & S — roe \ 
ite... . * 947 | It is pointed out that this wou e a serious mistake. 








give the means of constant supply, provided the owner of the || 
houses will adequately furnish the court with pipeage and|! 


efficient waste-preventing apparatus. Captain ‘Tyler, in treat- 
ing of the question of quantity, suggested that the company} 
Saturday. To this the secretary sensibly replies, that the com- | 
pany would prefer a ‘‘ constant supply,” if the public would] 
provide the necessary preparations to receive it. The company} 
have for many years past intimated their readiness to give) 
constant supply to new streets, rows of houses, &c., upon con- 


| 
| 
} 


should either give a Sunday supply or a double supply on}; 


} 
| 


} 
{ 
' 


ditions, the main feature of which is the use of small pore 


for the service-pipes, and of accumulating cisterns—a scheme| 
of supply on which Captain Tyler reports that, if there be| 


combined with it taps for drinking purposes, “all would be}; 
“ done that can be required in the interest alike of the water!) 
“company and of the public.”” The total number of houses]! 


supplied by the company in 1866 was 91,975, and of these) 
25,305 were enjoying constant supply. 
company show that the per centage of houses on constant | 
supply has risen from 4°37 per cent. in 1854 to 28°45 per 
cent. in 1866. 


130-horse power ; at Lea Bridge, in course of construction a), 
further power of 350 horses. In 1861, they commenced at/| 
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The records of the} 


The company have 640-horse power for|| 


| pumping at their Old Ford establishment; at Walthamstow,|) 
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Walthamstow the construction of reservoirs capable of holding 
100 million gallons of water; in 1866, they raised the storeage 
}power to 200 million gallons. When the company’s contem- 
plated reservoirs are completed, they will be able to give for 
100 days nearly 5 million gallons daily. In addition, the com- 
pany have armed themselves with power to take, not exceeding 
10 million gallons daily, from the ordinary flow of the Thames, 
and to store the flood water, at Sunbury. As to quality, the 
complaints repecting the use of unfiltered water or soakage into 
the reservoirs at Old Ford cannot occur again. Special pre- 
cautions have been taken. The contamination of the waters of 
the Lea by sewage before they reach the company’s works, has 
been specially reported on by a commission, and by the com- 
mittee on the water supply of the metropolis. It is too great 
a work to be imposed on a commercial company; it must be 
the subject of imperial legislation. The letter concludes with 
a very satisfactory analysis of the company’s water by Dr. 
Letheby. It is quite evident from this official statement that 
the introduction of a system of constant supply rests with the 
public. 

This is an age of sensations. We have sensation novelists ; 
sensation poets, dramatists, and actors; sensation acrobats ; 
and every other kind of artificial excitement by which money is 
to be made or vanity to be tickled. The metropolis enjoys 
the advantage of a sensational statistician in Dr. Farre; a sen- 
sational analytical chemist in Dr. Frankland, who frightens 
ignorant drinkers of water out of their wits, by giving the in- 
evitable insoluble atoms in the water supply of London in tons! 
We have also a sensational coroner in Dr. Lankester. Some 
time since, by a curious manipulation of figures, he peopled 
London with child murderers. Other feats of rhetorical skill 
followed, but his latest was to represent, to a jury of average 
ignorance, that the tunnels of the Metropolitan Railway were 
passages to death, only less fatal than the celebrated dog-killing 
cave which is one of the shows for visitors to Naples. The 
Metropolitan directors, thus attacked in their purses, adopted 
the sensible plan of employing Dr. Bachhoffner, Dr. Letheby, 
and Dr. Whitmore, the medical officer of health and chemical 
examiner of gas for the parish of St. Marylebone, “ to 
“report on the sanitary condition in general of the stations 
“and tunnels.” The following is the result of their investiga- 
tions :—They obtained samples of the air in the tunnels, Ist, 
after the trains had ceased running at night; 2nd, just before 
they commenced running in the morning; and, 3rd, in the 
afternoon, when there is the largest amount of traffic. Twenty- 
eight samples were taken at different places and altitudes. 
These samples were analyzed for the detection of everything 
that could be injurious to health. They were unable to detect 
the presence of sulphuric acid even by the most delicate 
chemical test, which is capable of showing one part in 100,000 
parts of air. The proportion of carbonic acid was, on an aver- 
age, not more than the usual proportion in large towns, and in 
the worse samples was half and often one-fourth the quantity 
found in theatres, law courts, and barracks. The amount of 
oxygen in the air of the tunnels was in no case deficient. As 
to the effects produced by the combustion of fuel, the practice 
is to raise the steam in the boiler in the open air to a tem- 
perature and pressure which is sufficient to work the trains 
through the tunnels, and when the trains come into the open 
space fresh steam is generated sufficient to propel the trains 
we gel the next journey; by these means the driver is en- 
abled, when passing through the tunnels and stations, to close 
|the fire-box and damper. The coke is of a superior quality, 
| specially selected and examined before being used. That dis- 
agreeable smells sometimes occur in the tunnels cannot be 
| denied, but these, according to the eminent chemists reporting, 
‘are due to the presence of sulphurous acid gas in very minute 
| quantities, much too small to be dangerous; but “ one part in 
** 100,000 of this gas is perceptible to both taste and smell ; 
“‘ paper moistened with a solution of iodic acid and starch 
“ becomes tinged with a blue colour when exposed for a few 
“minutes to air having the above proportion of sulphurous 
|‘ acid.” A pungent smell also arises from the partial com- 
| bustion of the wood forming the breaks, when acting upon 
|the tires of the wheels in checking the speed of the train as 
it approaches the stations. It is an important fact that the 
men employed underground are less subject to death and sick- 
||ness than those employed by the Great Western aboveground. 
| The spiteful animus displayed by the doctors of the Sanitary 
|| Interference School, founded by Edwin Chadwick, is as odd 
Has it is universal. How long would it have been before a 




















Government functionary would have condescended to investi. 
gate the condition and amend the arrangements of a Govern. 
ment railway tunnel ? 

The Corporation of the City of London are about to expend 
some £40,000 on public slaughter-houses at the Metropolitan 
Market, and will follow up this construction by the demolition 
of all the private slaughter-houses under their control. If 
this job were meant to supply the want which will be created 
when the rise in the value of land has turned City slaughter. 
houses to other purposes, it may be a useful arrangement. If 
it is a preparation for a great increase in the dead meat trade 
of London to be brought about by the opening of the New 
Smithfield Market, on which the City of London are so reck.- 
lessly wasting tens of thousands, that is very plausible; but 
if it is intended to compel all the three millions of the metro. 
polis to send to Copenhagen Fields to slaughter cattle now 
slain in many parishes, then it is a piece of costly injustice to 
which the ratepayers will not long submit. If public slaughter. 
houses are to be the rule—although it cannot be too often re. 
peated that a well-built slaughter-house, amply ventilated and 
well supplied with water, ougat not to be any more a nuisance 
than a stable—we must have district slaughter-houses within 
convenient reach of the butchers and the customers of every 
collection of, say, 20,000 inhabitants. The Metropolitan Live 
Stock Market is financially a failure; it never produced any 
surplus income until the cattle plague gave it an artificial 
monopoly. At the present time the market authorities have 
taken up the ridiculous idea of meeting the cattle plague 
difficulty by having two markets on the same spot—one for 
British and one for foreign stock—divided only by a wall. 
This proposition admits the evils of mixing up British and 
foreign beasts, while it annoys the trade without providing any 
adequate remedy. The Corporation theory is, that all the 
foreign beasts brought into the Thames shall be sold in their 
market, and slaughtered in their slaughter-houses. If they 
can make this the law, then their ‘‘ abattoir” speculation may 
pay a dividend. But to permit a highly infectious disease, 
like the cattle plague, which is transmitted by dogs and the 
clothes of man, to have a home within a few yards of the 
British market, under arrangements that will cause constant 
intercourse between the two markets, is absurd. 

The Smithfield Club is bringing strong pressure to bear on 
the Government, in order to compel it to adopt the only 
plan that will at once and for ever keep out the cattle plague 
—viz., to enact that all foreign cattle coming from districts 
where infection is possible, shall be slaughtered at the ports of 
debarkation This plan sooner or later must be adopted; when 
it is, half the occupation of the new slaughter-houses at Copen- 
hagen Fields will be gone. A central slaughter-house for the 
use of the Great Eastern Railway Station district, as near to 
the docks as possible; another to accommodate the Great 
Western, the London and North Western, the Midland, and 





Great Northern Stations, which are all united, and all on one 
line of main streets ; a third to provide for all the Surrey side 
and the railways that traverse it, would be a really useful work- 
ing arrangement, if all private slaughter-houses are to cease. |’ 
While these and other plans are being discussed, no doubt the 
City scheme will be executed by the efforts of a vigorous 
jobber, who thoroughly enjoys the pleasures to be derived from 
liberality in giving his own advice and spending other people’s 
money. The people of London will soon find that the price of 
meat depends not a little on the arrangement of markets and 
the monopoly of salesmen. 


The arrangements of the fish market are as much out of 
date as those of the live and dead meat markets. _ Billingsgate 
was the right place when all the fish sold came up the river in 
sailing-boats, and the Thames was really one of the principal 
highways of London. But railroads have changed all that. 
Almost all the best fish in salmon, cod, and soles, comes by 
land; it is carried with the greatest difficulty from the railway 
stations through the narrow streets to Billingsgate, and thence 
distributed with still greater difficulty to the great fishmongers 
and not less important little costermongers who feed London. 
One or more fish markets should be provided in some central 
situation, to be approached by three or four short streets at 
least 100 feet wide, to accommodate a crowd of fish-carts; 
for Billingsgate at present has to supply not only the metro- | 
polis, but all the country within at least 100 miles, and | 
often France. Residents in the Pas de Calais, and as far as|/ 
Lille, and even in Paris, constantly send to London for | 
their fish; therefore, the sooner Billingsgate is abolished, or 
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reduced to a Dutch eel market, the better. The costermongers | 
must not be despised, they distribute fish that would otherwise | 
be wasted, and bring cheap wholesome food to the door of the | 
labouring man. It is quite pitiable to visit early in the morn- | 
ing the narrow lanes that feed Lower Thames Street, and see | 
the closely packed donkey-drawn trucks, whose owners are 
obliged to waste their time because there is not room to move | 
either inside or outside the market. A citizen anxious to | 
make a reputation by doing something, has a field open to | 
him in an agitation for another fish market—an open, airy | 
iron cage of easy access, and not a heavy costly pile of brick | 
and mortar, stone and granite—for the special benefit of 
unnumbered and unnamed Common Councilmen in the back- 
ground. 

No man who looks below the surface can consider the con- 
dition of the French peasant proprietors satisfactory—deeply 
mortgaged, living hard, working hard, and getting much and 








But because the French peasant, in his thin linen blouse—with 
his wooden shoes and stockingless feet, his meal of black- 
bread and onions, his vinegar cider, or more acid wine, his 
usurer, like an evil demon, always at his elbow—is not to be 
envied, we cannot be satisfied with the ordinary average con- 
dition of our agricultural labourer. We will not take the 
picture from a hostile hand, but from a farmer, and a kind- 
hearted and intelligent man—an authority among his class. 
On the first Monday in this month a paper was read at the 
London Farmers Club, which includes among its six hundred 
members farmers from all the best agricultural districts in 
England, on ‘‘ The Management of Benefit Societies in Rural 
“ Districts.” From the paper and the discussion it appears 
that agricultural labourers are, as a rule, destined to be pau- 
pers in their declining years, or whenever sickness falls upon 
them for any considerable time. In either case they must 
depend on the charity of the employer, or the relief of the 
parish rates, or the small assistance to be derived from 
subscription to a benefit society. This last is considered 
magnificent if it amounts to 5s. a week, and the aged 
cripple is fortunate indeed if the benefit society crown is sup- 
plemented by a dole of half-a-crown weekly from the parish. 
As most of the benefit societies hold their meetings at the 
houses of publicans, who are indeed the godfathers of them, 
they are usually founded on insolvent principles, and break up 
when the most industrious and most aged subscribers require 
relief. Those that pay their way are not managed on self- 
supporting principles, but are, strictly speaking, judicious 
charities. The neighbouring gentry, clergy, and farmers provide 
subscriptions which, at least, pay all the expenses of manage- 
ment, and often contribute largely towards the pension funds. 
Such societies are less degrading to the labourer than parish 
relief; they exercise an influence which would make him inde- 
pendent if he knew how, and had the taste and the means to 
save, as, with modern wages, he often has; but still, as long 
as he is dependent on the subscriptions of employers to keep 
his benefit society solvent, he is only a pauper. In a merely 
political sense, to look no higher than this, it is not a safe con- 
\dition for the commonwealth. We are taking great pains to 
‘educate the labourer, and the first thing he will learn will be 
ito seek some other than rural employment or pay, because 
that leaves him nothing to hope beyond fifty or sixty but either 
‘charity or parish fare. The check in the construction of rail- 
|ways has also checked the rise in the position of the agricul- 
tural labourer. Railway making and emigration had raised 
his wages, and were just beginning to put him in a position to 
demand a decent cottage, a garden, a pigstye, and, in some 
districts, a cow's grass. Until these necessities of decent life 
are demands, not loans or doles, the condition of the labourer 
will be unhealthy. If farmers were half as enthusiastic about 
giving their men gardens as they are about giving them 
more beer, we should have better hopes of improvement in 
the social condition of rural districts. 





Circular to Gas Compantes. 


Tue Metropolitan Board of Works have very discreetly deter- 
mined not to snatch at the tempting bait offered to them by 
the parliamentary committee on the Metropolis Gas Act 
Amendment Bill, so that, provided no action in the matter be 
taken by the Government, the Corporation of London, whose 
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giving little to the soil, without a hope of any improvement. | 





interests in the gas supply of the metropolis are limited to 


112,500 inhabitants, will alone appear as the chivalrous 











champions to fight the battles and redress the wrongs of the 
three millions of aggrieved gas consumers. The question 
whether the Metropolitan Board should join them in the enter- 
prise, and give notice of the introduction of a Bill in the 
next session to empower them to supply gas, was, at a recent 


| meeting, referred to a special committee of the whole Board, 


who have presented a report, which was discussed at the meeting 
on the 8th inst. The result was, as we have already stated, 
the Board will refrain from adopting any measures in further- 
ance of so gigantic and hazardous an undertaking. In the 
words of the report, the committee ‘‘do not recommend the 
“‘ Board at present to introduce into Parliament any Bill on 
“ the subject, but to watch carefully any measure that may be 
“« proposed by Government or other parties, and to take such 
“steps in regard thereto as they may deem best adapted to 
‘secure to the consumers, and the metropolitan ratepayers 
“ generally, those advantages in the shape of a better and 
‘cheaper supply of gas, to which they are justly entitled.” 
The report itself is little more than a résumé of the negotia- 
tions with the Government and the proceedings before the 
parliamentary committee last session. The propositions of 
the Metropolitan Board and of the Corporation to the Board of 
Trade are duly set forth, among which stand prominent— 
“the broad features of the Board’s proposals—viz., the reduc- 
“tion of the maximum price of gas to 3s. 6d. per 1000 cubic 
“« feet, and the increase of its illuminating power to 18 candles ; 
“ and that, in the event of purchase, it should be on the basis 


“ of a fixed charge of 6 per cent. on the present capital of the}: 


“‘ companies.” The report notices, generally very correctly, 
the various phases which the Bill assumed in its progress, and 
the different propositions which the committee had to consider, 
and explains the manner in which the position of the Board 
was changed, so that, from being originally petitioners against 
the Bill, they and the Corporation became substantially its pro- 
moters, and, in that capacity, filled up the blanks left in it by 
the Government with their own figures. Reference is espe- 
cially made to the evidence of Mr. Cleminshaw, in having sup- 
ported the views of the Board that 18-candle gas could be 
supplied in London at 3s. 6d. per 1000 feet consistently with 
the payment of a dividend of 10 per cent. The counter pro- 
position of the Board of Trade is then stated, to the effect 
that, until Jan. 1, 1869, the present prices should be charged 
by the companies, the illuminating power not being less than 14 
candles, and that afterwards it should be 16 candles, and the 
maximum price 3s. 9d., with a provision for resettling the price 
and illuminating power by arbitration on such a footing as would 
secure to the public the lowest price and highest illuminating 
power consistent with the payment of the dividends prescribed 
by the Act of 1847; and further, that the gas companies 
should take proceedings to effect an amalgamation into not 
more than four companies. The Metropolitan Board and the 
Corporation had no desire to proceed with the Bill as amended; 
and when the right to make up back dividends was refused by 
the committee, and the companies thereupon withdrew their 
consent to the Bill, it was abandoned alike by all the parties 
concerned. The special committee of the Board do not fail 
to hold out the tempting bait which the parliamentary com- 
mittee threw out to lure them to bring in a Bill, on the recom- 
mendation “‘that every facility should be given to the local 
“ authorities of the metropolis, in the session of 1868, for the 
introduction of an independent supply of gas,” but it is only 
to show that they are too wise to be so caught, and their 
report comes to the lame, though sagacious conclusion, that it 
is better to do nothing but look on. In the discussion of the 
report several members seemed anxious to pursue the advantage 
gained by the report of Mr. Cardwell’s committee, and a 
motion was proposed to the effect that the solicitor should be 
instructed to give notice of the intention of the Board to intro- 
duce a Bill next session, but the motion was negatived without 
a division. The chairman also recommended delay, observing 
that it would be better to wait until it was known how the gas 
companies intended to carry out the recommendations of the 
committee, instead of “ rushing into legislation’’ before giving 
them a fair opportunity of taking the advice that had been 
given them. Ultimately the report was adopted, and the 
Special Gas Committee was reappointed to watch proceedings 
on the gas question in the next session. The Corporation of 
the City of London would have acted more prudently, and 
better for the interests of the citizens, had they adopted the 
same course as the Metropolitan Board of Works, and waited 
to see what steps the gas companies proposed to take, instead 
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would obviously have been stronger in opposing any Bill pro- 
moted by the companies than in promoting a Bill of their own. 


presented at many preceding meetings. 


increased, while the receipts from residual products had 
diminished, and the working profits on the half year had 
not amounted to more than 5} per cent. per annum. 
The governor, indeed, expressed the opinion’ that when 
the accounts of the other companies were looked into, 
it would be found that very few of them had been able, 
from trade profits during the past half year, to pay 
4|5 per cent., owing to the reduction in the price of gas 
and the increased cost of coal. Under such circumstances 


the consideration of Parliament, they would be inclined to 
concede to the companies much fairer terms than they had 
hitherto been willing to do. The report of the directors 





Mr. Gray, the chairman of the City of London Gas Company, 
to denounce in still stronger terms the conduct of Mr. Card- 
well’s committee. ‘The whole proceedings he declared to be 
disgraceful to ail the parties concerned in the agitation against 
the gas companies, not excepting the committee themselves, 
for giving credit to the misrepresentations on which the agita- 
tion was founded. He advocated the principle of no surrender, 
and advised the gas companies to make no concessions that 
were not warranted by the circumstances of the case, for it 
was useless to concede anything, since it would only serve as 
the pretence for urging further concessions. He expressed 
the opinion that Mr. Cardwell got his ideas of an amalga- 
mation of the metropolitan gas companies from a letter ad- 
dressed by Mr. Barlow, in 1859, to Sir G. C. Lewis, the then 
Secretary of State for the Home Department, and quoted 
extensively from that letter for the purpose of showing the 
opinions which he supposed had influenced Mr. Cardwell. 
Mr. Gray forgot, however, that the recommendations proposed 
eight years ago were applicable to a state of things which has 
ceased to exist. At that period the dividends payable by many 
of the metropolitan gas companies did not exceed 5 per cent. 
The Act of 1860 has also legalized much that was irregular 
in 1859, and created new interests which have a right to be 
protected. It may, however, be fairly urged that what the 
districting arrangements have done for the benefit of gas 
consumers and shareholders since 1860, amalgamation may 
perfect in 1868, and that the undertakings of the several 
metropolitan gas companies may thus be established on a 
firmer basis than they have hitherto occupied. 

A proposition for the transfer of the works of the two 
Dundee gas companies to the Corporation is exciting much 
interest in thattown. During the last session of Parliament 
{|three Bills relating to the gas supply of Dundee were intro- 
duced, two of them having for their objects to authorize the 
old and the new companies to increase their capitals, and the 
third proposing to amalgamate the undertakings. It had, at 
the same time, been in contemplation to sell the works of the 
two companies to the local authorities, and an agreement was 
entered into in March last for that purpose, whereupon the 
gamalgamation Bill was withdrawn. The companies neverthe- 
less proceeded with their separate Bills for power to raise 


respectively. According to the terms of the agreement with 
the Corporation, the two companies were to hand over to the 
magistrates and Town Council of Dundee the whole of their 
properties on the 11th of November, 1868, for which they 
‘were to receive annuities on the amount of their share capital, 
as existing at that date, the value of such annuities to be fixed 
by agreement or by arbitration, in addition to the estimated 
value of the stores on hand and all arrears due, the magis- 
trates and Town Council being liable for all mortgages and 
other debts. It was provided also that the commissioners 








should fix the price of gas at such a rate as should as nearly 
as possible meet the annual payments, and that a Bill should 
be introduced into Parliament to confirm the agreement, all 
the costs of which were to be paid by the magistrates and 
Town Council. It was also particularly specified in the agree- 
ment that the transaction was to be for the profit or loss of 
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of * rushing into legislation” themselves; for the Corporation | 

At the half-yearly meeting of the Chartered Company, of | 
which 2 report is inserted elsewhere, the governor had to com- | 
ment on a more unfavourable state of affairs than had been | 


With only a small | 
increase of the gas-rental, the cost of coals had been greatly 


he* trusted that when the gas question came again before | 


also adverted with some severity to the proceedings in Par- | 
liament during the last session, but it was reserved for | 


| to ascertain the lowest cost of production of oxygen gas from 


| double sets of mains and pipes; there would be great diffi- 
additional capital to the amounts of £50,000 and £15,000 | culty in adjusting the supply of oxygen to the burners; no 


| small risk of explosions, and other difficulties, which are set forth 


with almost unnecessary detail; for it is only the effect pro- 
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the common good of the burgh, the real buyers being the 
| Town Council, for the special object of the supply of gas to}j 
the community of the best quality at the lowest possible price, 
As no fixed price was named in the agreement, the estimated 
value of the undertakings would mainly depend on the market 
value of the shares, which has recently advanced, and an 
uneasy feeling has arisen among some of the council as to the 
_ advisability of making the purchase. With the view of keep. 
ing up their courage, a circular was sent to all the loca{ 
authorities who supply gas, asking them to state their expe- 
‘rience of the success of public management of gas-works, 
At the last meeting of the council answers were read from the 
local authorities of fifteen different places, which all gave flourish- 
ing accounts of the benefits derived from the respective manage- 
ments of the gas supply of their districts. Nevertheless, con. 
siderable doubts were expressed as to the prudence of confirming 
an agreement in which the prices to be paid for the two under- 
takings were unknown, and several of the councillors very 
| reasonably objected, in the decision of such an important) 
| Matter, to “take leaps in the dark.” No conclusion was| 
| arrived at, but the answers from the local authorities and a| 
copy of the agreement were ordered to be printed, for the| 
consideration of the ratepayers and gas consumers. 

It is almost impossible to prevent the revival of old imprac-|| 
ticable schemes. Though they may have utterly failed, and)| 
involved numbers in ruin, after the lapse of a few years past) 
failures are forgotten, the old project in a new dress is again) 
introduced, and if it present any features of feasibility it 
quickly becomes popular, and is considered an important new | 
invention. Of this kind are the many schemes which have| 
been put forward with great pretension for the application of 
oxygen gas to the purpose of illumination. This has been)! 
attempted in many ways; either by supplying the oxygen gas || 
to a gas-flame as an improved supporter of combustion, or by 
directing separate jets of hydrogen, or coal gas, and oxygen 
on lime, or some other incombustible substance; but, after 
having attracted notice for a longer or shorter period, they 
have all disappeared from this country. One of these 
plans of applying oxygen has, however, been recently revived 
in France, and has excited considerable sensation there, accom- 
panied by a depreciation in the value of gas shares. The new 
company that has started profess to have discovered a cheaper 
method of making oxygen gas, and it is proposed to conduct 
that gas in separate pipes to the gas-burners, in the manner 
that was experimentally practised in England thirty years ago. 
An ordinary gas-flame in an Argand burner, supplied in the 
centre with oxygen gas, produces a very beautiful light, but 
the cost of supplying the oxygen makes that mode of lighting 
impracticable. The Oxygen Gas Company of Paris profess 
to be able to make oxygen gas at the rate of 14s. 6d. per 
1000 cubic feet; and, even assuming it could be produced at 
‘that cost, Le Gaz shows, by an examination of the quantity of 
oxygen required for perfect combustion, that for ordinary 
illumination the process would be more costly than the burning 
of gas in atmospheric air. It was proved, when the lime light 
| was before the public, by experiments undertaken with a view 








nitrate of soda, that under the most favourable circumstances 
| 1000 cubic feet of the gas cost 18s. 8d., and that product 
was only “ super-oxygenated gas,” containing 32 per cent. of 
nitrogen. Le Gaz enters fully into the demerits of the scheme, 
_ and shows very clearly that in every point of view it would be 
impracticable. It would involve the necessity of having 


duced on the Paris Bourse that gives any real importance to 
this resuscitation of a visionary project. 


Correspondence. 
LUBRICATORS FOR GAS EXHAUSTERS. 


Sir,—In addition to the several modes of lubricating gas 
exhausters already mentioned in your JouRNAL, please permit — 
through your columns, to recommend your readers to a trial of coa 
tar for that purpose. 

The exhauster at this work has been constantly in use for about 
2% years (sometimes passing 30,000 cubic feet per hour), during 
which time I have found coal tar most efficient as a lubricator. 
The exhauster is one of Jones’s, and the mode I adopt is simply to 
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fill the side chambers with tar so that the outside wheels work 
right amongst it; the tar keeps working through by the spindle, 
thus keeping the exhauster in good working order. Coal tar has 
the advantage of being cheap, always at hand, and requires no 





perhaps once in three weeks. 


yor. 6, 1867. TRADE MARK. 





Register of New Patents. 


APPLICATIONS FOR LETTERS PATENT. 

5004.—Henry Witson, of Stockton-on-Tees, in the co. of Durham, for 
“ Improvements in cocks or valves for discharging water, oil, and 
other fluids or gases.”” Oct. 25, 1867. 

3027.—Wintram Payne and ALEXANDER Back Fraser, both of Liver- 
pool, in the co. of Lancaster, general founders and ships ironmongers, 
in Improvements applicable to ships and other pumps.”” Oct. 28, 
1867. 

3032.—Joun Youna, of Aspull, in the co. of Lancaster, for “ Improve- 
ments in the application of cannel coal ‘ slack’ to the manufacture of 

i] gas and coke.’’ Oct. 28, 1867. 








Lane, in the co. of Middlesex, consulting engineer, for ‘“* Improvements 
in centrifugal machines for separating liquid from solid matter.’ A 
communication. (Complete specification.) Oct. 28, 1867. 
3047.—Wii1am Bisuor, engineer, and Benyamin BurNInGHAM, builder, 
both of Pratt Street, Camden Town, in the co. of Middlesex, for “ Jm- 
provements in apparatus for preventing effluvia entering tanks or cis- 
|| terns from the waste-pipe.”’ Oct. 29, 1867. 
|, $050.—Lorrus Perkins, of 6, Seaford Street, Gray’s Inn Road, engi- 
j| meer; for “* Improvements ix water and other meters, and in engines 
|| for obtaining motive power.” Oct. 29, 1867. 
|3055.—JoserpH Brvertry Fenny, of Birmingham, in the co. of War- 
|| wick, mechanical engineer, for “ Improvements in valves for hydraulic 
presses and for other purposes.’ Oct. 30, 1867. 
, 3060.—ALrrRED Vincent Newton, of 66, Chancery Lane, in the co. of 
Middlesex, mechanical draughtsman, for ‘ Improvements in the venti- 





1867. 
|3062.—Ronert Crece, of Islington, in the co. of Middlesex, engineer, 
for “‘ Improvements in the construction of pumps.”’ Oct. 31, 1867. 
3105.—Josnua Kipp, of Paul's Wharf, in the City of London, gas engi- 
neer, fur “‘ Improvements in. obtaining artificial light, and in the appa- 
ratus employed therein.” Nov. 4, 1867. 
||3110.—Herspert ALLMAN, of Ampthill Square, in the co. of Middlesex, 
| civil engineer, and Freperic Newron Gispornez, of 445, West Strand, 
| in the said co., civil engineer and electrician, for ‘ Increasing the pro- 
duction of light from and improving the combustion of carburetted 
gases.” Nov. 5, 1867. 


GRANTS OF PROVISIONAL PROTECTION. 
2893,—Apam AlTcuison, of 11, Wilton Terrace, Peckham, in the co. of 
Surrey, for “‘ Improvements in the treatment of hydrocarbons for the 
production of gas sufficiently permanent to be stored for lighting and 
heating purposes, and especially in the ireatment of the hydrocarbons 
and other products obtained by distilling or carbonizing coal, wood, and 
|| other carbonaceous materials, including those obtained in the manu- 
|| facture of gas and in the distillation of coal tar.’’ Oct. 15, 1867. 
| 2918.—Jamzs Banneun, of the city of Exeter, for “ Improvements in 
| apparatus for supplying deodorizing matter to dry or earth closets, and 
} 


| 


in processes of and apparatus for treating the liquid portion of human 


tacles.’’ Oct. 17, 1867. 

|2925.—Epwarp Casper, of 101, Cannon Street, in the City of London, 
|| merchant, for ‘dn improved mode of and means for preventing the 
|| bursting of the tubes in steam and water pressure-gauges and other 
| — or piping from the effects of cold.’” A communication. Oct, 18, 
|| 2931.—Henry Joun Bate, of 1, Russell Terrace, Oakley Square, in the 
|| 0. of Middlesex, for “ Improvements in apparatus to be used in cook- 
|| tng by means of gas.’’ Oct. 18, 1867. 

‘haesary AMEs Wuite, of Great Portland Street, in the co. of Middlesex, 
| 


for “‘ Improvements in means for ventilating buildings and other 
places,”* Oct. 22, 1867. 
| 2970.—Henry Wit1iam Sampiper, of Birmingham, in the co. of War- 


| Wick, m © Impr in slidin lier. - | - = - - - 
, manufacturer, for “‘ Improvements in sliding gaseliers, chande- | "", ensuing session in relation to this subject. 


| conditions on which, in the opinion of the board, it would be desirable to establish 


| tiers, and other pendent lamps.’’ Oct. 22, 1867. 
|| 2998.—Rozert Weare, of Compton, in the co, of Stafford, manufacturer, 
‘| for “ Improvements in and in apparatus for the treatment and for the 
| 4 reception of urine and fecal matter.’’ Oct. 24, 1867. 
| 8004.—Henny Witson, of Stockton-on-Tees, in the co. of Durham, for 
‘| “Improvements in cocks or valves for discharging water, oil, and 
, other fluids or gases.” Oct. 25, 1867. 
8014.—Grorce Dorserr, Epwarp Dorsett, and Joun BennincTon 
Brytug, all of London Street, in the City of London, merchants, for 
“ Improvements in the mode of and apparatus for burning the gases 
|| @rising from the distillation of liquid hydrocarbons, and also in ezono- 
|| mizing fuel by the said process.” Oct. 26, 1867. 
3032.—Joun Youne, of Aspull, in the co. of Lancaster, for “ Improve- 
ments in the application ef cannel coal ‘slaci:’ to the manufacture of 
» 28 and coke.” Oct. 28, 1867. 
3060,— ALFRED Vincent Newron, of 66, Chancery Lane, in the co. of 
Midclesex, mechanical draughtsman, for ‘' Jmprovements in the venti- 
ony of buildings, ships, and carriages.”” A communication. Oct. 50, 
‘. ———_—_—_ 
INVENTION PROTECTED FOR SIX MONTHS BY THE 
DEPOSIT OF A COMPLETE SPECIFICATION, 
| 8041.—Wirtiam Rozerr Laxz, of 8, Southampton Buildings, Chancery 


} 
} 
; 
j 
| 








lation of buildings, ships, and carriages.”’ A communication. Oct. 30, | 


or animal excreta after removal from such closets or from other recep- j 


3041.—Wixiam Rozerr Laxc, of 8, Southampton Buildings, Chancery 


, 8041.—Wintiam Rozerr Laxg, of 8, Southampton Buildings, Chancery | 





| your committee beg to present a report of the steps taken on the part of the board 
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jjcare; the only attention required being the replenishing of it | 








Lane, in the co. of Middlesex, consulting engineer, for “‘ Improvements 
in centrifugal machines for separating liquid from solid matter.’ A 
communication. Oct. 28, 1867. 


NOTICES TO PROCEED. ; 
1827.—Srrpnen Hoiman, of 10, Laurence Pountney Lane, London, in 


the co. of Middlesex, engineer, for “Improvements in double-action | 


pumps and in the methods of operating pumps, part of which improve- 
ments are applicable to other reciprocating machines.” June 22, 1867. | 

1834.—Tuomas Rarrerty, of Manchester, in the co. of Lancaster, gas! 
engineer, and Joun Henry Storey, of the same place, brassfounder, 
for “‘An wmproved apparatus to be employed in moving from place to | 
place, laying down, and jointing metal pipes.”’ June 24, 1867. | 

1837.—Ex.iotr Perry GLeEason, of the city and co. of New York, in| 
the state of New York, U.S.A., gentleman, for “ Jmprovements in 
cylindrical or Argand gas-burners.”’ June 24, 1867." 

1849.—Apam Arrcuison, of 6, Park Terrace, Peckham, in the co. of 
Surrey, and Tuomas Souru, of Bridge Street, Southwark, in the said 
co., gas engineers, for ‘‘ Improvements in means or apparatus for the 
production of gas for illuminating and other uses from hydrocarbons, 
which apparatus is also adapted to be used for culinary and other | 
heating purposes.” June 25, 1867. 

1992.—lyre Mackie M‘Groree, of Commune, Newry, Ireland, and | 
Atrrep Pau, of 33, Clevedon Street, Liverpool, for “A new or im- | 
proved plug-valve.” July 8, 1867. 

2643.—Louis Lenzpere, of Oxford Street, in the co. of Middlesex, gas | 
engineer, tor ‘* Improvements in gas-lamps and burners for the same,” 
Sept. 20, 1867. 

2853.—Ricuarp Grorer, of Kilburn, in the co. of Middlesex, for “‘ Jm- 
provements in apparatus for warming and ventilating apartments or | 
buildings.” Oct. 11, 1867. 

2893.—Apam Arrcuison, of 11, Wilton Terrace, Peckham, in the co. of 
Surrey, for “‘ Improvements in the treatment of hydrocarbons for the 
production of gas sufficiently permanent to be stored for lighting and 
heating purposes, and especially in the treatment of the hydrocarbons 
and other products obtained by distilling or carbonizing coal, wood, and 
other carbonaceous materials, including those obtained in the manufac- 
ture of gas and in the distillation of coal tar.’” Oct. 15, 1867. 


Lane, in the co. of Middlesex, consulting engineer, for ‘‘ Improvements | 
in centrifugal machines for separating liquid from solid matter.” A 
communication. Oct. 28, 1867. 


PATENTS WHICH HAVE BECOME VOID 
BY REASON OF THE NON-PAYMENT OF THE ADDITIONAL STAMP DUTY UF 
£50 BEFORE THE EXPIRATION OF THE THIRD YEAR. 
2548 —W E - N r > I 4 . ” 
2548. 1ruiaM Epwarp Newroy, mprovemenis in pumps. 
15, 1864. 











Oct. 


of gas and atmospheric air,’ Oct. 17, 1864. 

2586.—AvucGusTEe CLAvEL, “An improvement in the means of holding or 
supporting glasses, shades, and reflectors used with lamps aud burners,” 
Oct. 19, 1864. 


| 2560.—Joun Casset1, “ Improvements in apparatus for the car we 
| 


PATENTS WHICH HAVE BECOME VOID 
BY REASON OF THE NON-PAYMENT OF THE ADDITIONAL STAMP DUTY OF 
£100 BEFORE THE EXPIRATION OF THE SEVENTH YEAR. 
2370.—Cuartes Henry Hurst, Henry Horsey, and Grorcr Baxer, | 
‘“« Improvements in syphon and other taps or cocks employed for draw- 
ing off liquids.’ Oct. 1, 1860. 
2547.—Joun Macrntosn, “‘ Improvements in apparatus for compressing 
air, and in raising and forcing water and other fluids.’ Oct. 18, 1860. 
2652.—Joun Beck, ‘* Improvements in stop-valves for water, steam, or 
other fluids.”’ Oct. 30, 1860. 


Miscellaneous News. 


METROPOLITAN BOARD OF WORKS. 
Frinay, Nov. 8. 
At the Weekly Meeting of the Board, held this day—Sir Joun Titwarrzs 
in the chair, 
The Special Gas Committee presented the following report :— 
In pursuance of the resolution of the board of the 27th of September last (No. 30), 








during the last session of Parliament with reference tu the Metropolis Gas Bill. In 
order to place the facts fully before the board, it will be well to revert to the resolu- 
tions passed by them in the month of December last year, on being informed that it | 
was the intention of the Government to introduce a bill into Parliament during the | 

Those resolutions specified the | 





a more efficient supervision and control of the existing gas companies of the metro- 
polis, in the event of Parliament deciding on the adoption of that course; and also 
stated the terms on which, in the event of Parliament giving power to the board to} 
purchase the properties of the companies, the board deemed that such purchase | 
should be effected. The opinions of the board, as embodied in the resolutions in | 
question, were at once communicated to Sir Stafford Northcote, then President of 
the Board of Trade, and subsequently, at his request, a statement of the grounds on} 
which the board based their opinions was prepared and forwarded to him. | 

The propositions of the board were then communicated by the Board of Trade to 
the corporation of the City of London, with a request that the corporation would 
state, for the information of the Government, what were their views and wishes 
with respect to the subject, and whether they agreed with or desired any modifica- 
tion in the proposals of the board. These proposals were also communicated to the 
metropolitan gas companies through their solicitor, and they were requested to fur- 
nish the Government with a statement of the amendments in the present system to 
which the companies would accede. 

The corporation of the City of London, in their reply, approved in the main the 
proposals of the board, making, however, some additions, and suggesting some modi- 
fications in those relating to the testing of the purity and illuminating power of the 
gas, and also suggesting that the authority in whom the control and supervision 
should be vested, and who should have the power to purchase, in the event of that 
course being decided on, should be, as regarded the City, the Commissioners of 
Sewers, and as regarded the rest of the metropolis, the board. They expressed 
their entire concurrence in the broad features of the board’s proposals—viz., 
the reduction of the maximum price of gas to 3s. 6d. per 1000 cubic feet, and 
the increase of its illuminating power to 18 candles; and that, in the event 
of purchase, it should be on the basis of a fixed charge of 6 per cent. on the 
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present capital of the companies. The companies, in accordance with the re- 
quest of the Board of Trade, furnished a statement of the concessions which they 
would be willing to make in respect of the price, illuminating power, purity, and 
testing of the gas supplied by them; the principal of which were the reduction of 
the maximum price from 4s. 6d. to 4s. per 1000 cubic feet, and the increase of the 
illuminating power from 12 to 14 sperm candles, This offer of the companies having 
been communicated to the board, your committee at once directed a letter to be sent 
to the Board of Trade, stating that, in their opinion, these so-called concessions of 
the companies could not in any way be idered as a ion, i h as the 
companies were at that moment charging 4s. per 1000 cubic feet for gas of the pro- 
fessed illuminating power of 14 candles. ‘The Board of Trade having fully informed 
themselves of the views of the bodies principally interested in the subject, a ‘* Bill 
to amend the Metropolis Gas Act, 1860, and to make further Provision for Regu- 
lating the Supply of Gas to the Metropolis,” was introduced into the House of 
Commons by Sir Stafford Northcote in the latter part of March. The bill proposed 
to repeal several clauses of the Act of 1860—viz., sections 7 to 12, both inclusive, 
which give a power of appeal to the Secretary of State as regards the quantity or 
quality of gas supplied, and provide for inspection, &c.; also, sections 25 to 34, 
both inclusive, which specify the illuminating power and purity of the gas to be 
supplied, and provide for an examination of the gas on the part of the local autho- 
rities, to see that the provisions are complied with; and sections 41 and 42, 
which provide for an appeal to the Secretary of State by the consumers, on any 
rise of price of gas, and for the furnishing of accounts by the companies to the 
Secretary of State. 

In place of these provisions, the bill proposed the establishment of a Metropolitan 
Gas Board, to be appointed by the Board of Trade, who should prescribe the mode 
to be adopted for testing and recording the illuminating power, and who should 
inspect the works of the companies, and investigate the processes of manufacture, 
with the view of ascertaining the means adopted for purifying the gas and prevent- 
ing nuisance, and also prescribe the maximum amount of impurity to be allowed in 
the gas, but no impurity in the shape of sulphuretted hydrogen was to be permitted. 
The Gas Poard were also to prescribe what testing-places and what testing 
apparatus should be provided, such testing-places, &c., to be under the control of 
the board or the Commissioners of Sewers of the City of London, who were to 
appoint a competent person to be gas examiner at each testing-place. There was 
also to be a chief gas examiner appointed by, and removable by, the President of 
the Board of Trade. The gas examiner was to test daily the illuminating power 
and purity of the gas supplied by the company, and to report the result to the 
board, the Commissioners of Sewers, and the chief gas examiner; and a copy of 
each such report was to be furnished by the board and the Commissioners of Sewers 
to the company. The company might appeal, if aggrieved, but if not, the report of 
the gas examiner was to be final and conclusive. The maximum price charge- 
able for gas was to vary according to illuminating power, as follows:—The maximum 
price for gas of the illuminating power of 14 candles, to be 3s. 6d. per 1000 
cubic feet, and for every increase or reduction in illuminating power equal to that 
of 1 candle or more, the price to be increased or reduced by 3d. per candle. It was 
further provided that the price should be reduced in proportion to the amount of 
impurity which the gas contained beyond the maximum amount of impurity allowed 
by the Gas Board, The chief gas examiner was to report every quarter, to the board 
and the Commissioners of Sewers, on the results of the daily testings made during 
that quarter, and a copy of such quarterly report was to be sent by the board or the 
Comwmissioners of Sewers to the company. The dividends which the companies were 
authorized to pay were to be in proportion to the price and the illuminating power 
of the gas supplied by them during the half year—viz., when the price charged was 
the maximum price according to the prescribed scale, the rate of dividend was not 
to exceed 7 per cent. per annum, and when the price charged was less by one penny 
per 1000 cubic feet than the maximum price chargeable according to the scale, and 
so in respect of each further reduction of price by one penny per 1000 cubic feet, an 
additional dividend of 4 per cent. per annum might be paid. Then followed provi- 
sions for auditing the accounts, various miscellaneous clauses as to pressure, charge 
for gas supplied to public lamps, settlement of differences by arbitration, and a 
clause providing that in case of dispute between a company and one of their cus- 
tomers, if the customer deposited with the company, by way of security, the 
amount claimed by them, it should not be lawful for the company to discontinue a 
supply of gas to the consumer by reason of the dispute. The remuneration of the 
members of the Gas Board, of the chief gas examiner, and of the auditor, was to be 
fixed by the Board of Trade, and, together with all expenses properly incurred by 
them, to be paid by the companies in proportion to the nominal amount of their 
share capitals, The remuneration and expenses of the gas examiners appointed by 
the board and the Commissioners of Sewers to be paid by those bodies respectively. 
It was further provided that the board and the Commissioners of Sewers might, if 
they should see fit, purchase the undertaking of any company, and the considera- 
tion to be paid was to be defrayed and raised as provided in the Acts relating to 
the board and the Commissioners of Sewers, but there was no provision as to the 
terms on which the purchase should be effected. This bill met with considerable 
opposition in the House of Commons, and many petitions were presented against it 
by gas companies and others, It was, however, eventually read a second time, and 
committed. In committee several important alterations were made, and the bill, 
as amended, having been reprinted, was then referred to a select committee of five. 
The alterations in the bill were mainly as follows :—The price and illuminating 
power were left blank, and in lieu of the penalties or reductions of price according 
to the amount of impurity, a clause was substituted providing that, in the event of 
the gas being of less illuminating power or less purity than it ought to be, the com- 
pany should in such case incur a forfeit, the amount of which was left blank. The 
clause relating to the dividends to be paid by the companies was also altered, and it 
was now proposed to enable the companies to divide 10 per cent. and over. The 
clauses giving power to the board to purchase the property were also struck 
out of the bil. Your committee were strongly of opinion that, unless the blanks 
in the bill were filled up in such a manner as to provide that gas should be 
supplied of a greater illuminating power, and at a lower price than at pre- 
sent, and unless the penalties for default on the part of the companies were 
fixed at an amount fairly proportioned to the impurity of the gas, the consumers 
would, in the event of the bill becoming law, be placed in a more disadvantageous 
position in these respects, than under the existing Acts; because it was proposed 
by the bill to repeal many of the clauses of the Act of 1860, which were intended to 
protect the interests of consumers, Your committee accordingly appointed a depu- 
tation to wait on the Government, and place these views before them. The deputa- 
tion had the honour of an interview with Sir Stafford Northcote, who had charge of 
the bill in the House of Commons, and the Duke of Richmond, President of the 
Board of Trade, and strongly represented the desirability of the blanks being filled 
up by the Government, as otherwise the select committee would be in the difficult 
position of not having before them any definite proposition on the part of the pro- 
moters of the measure. The Government, however, declined to comply with this 
suggestion, stating that it was their intention to lay before the select committee the 
whole of the correspondence on the subject, with the statements of the gas compa- 
nies on the one side, and the board and the corporation, as representing the interests 
of the consumers, on the other. Your committee thereupon directed the solicitor 
to instruct counsel to represent the views of the board before the select committee. 
The counsel for the bill having stated that they left it to the committee to fill up the 
blanks as to price, illuminating power, dividends, &c., the committee inquired whe- 
ther the board and the corporation were willing to propose the filling up of the 
blanks, and support their proposals by evidence, &c. This invitation was answered 
in the affirmative, and though the 1 for the panies took strong objections 
to this course, the committee decided to adopt it. The blanks, as regards price and 
illuminating power, were accordingly filled in, in accordance with the views of the 
board, with which the City corporation had expressed their concurrence, and certain 
other conditions which had been agreed on between the counsel of the board and 
the corporation as desirable in the interests of the consumers, were inserted. Much 
valuable professional evidence was adduced in support of the board’s propositions, 
the most important, perhaps, being that of Mr. C. G, Cleminshaw, consulting engi- 
neer, who for 14 years was manager of the gas-works at Manchester, jucted by 
the corporation of that city. That gentleman confirmed the evidence given by him 
before the committee which sat last year on the London (City) Corporation Gas Bill. 
He expressed the opinion, founded on his experieuce as manager of the Manchester 
Gas-Works, that under proper arrangements gas of the illuminating power of 18 
candles should be supplied in London at 3s. 6d. per 1000 cubic feet, and the compa- 
nies still obtain a dividend of 10 per cent. He stated that, both in Manchester and 
Liverpool, gas of 22-candle power was supplied at the general average price of 3s. 














per 1000 cubic feet, Mr. Cleminshaw further entered into calculations as to the 





price of coal, cost of manufacture, and the value of the residual products, in support | 
of his views, and stated that the large excess of cost in London was to be accounted | 
for principally by the great expense of distributing the gas, and the very large 

leakage in the mains, both of wkich might and ought to be considerably reduced, 

Several other witnesses were also examined on the part of the board and the | 
corporation; amongst others, Mr. 8. Hughes and Mr. G. W. Stevenson, gas engi- 
neers, and Dr, E. Frankland, professor of chemistry at the Royal Institution, all of 
whom confirmed the evidence of Mr. Cleminshaw in the most important parti- 
culars, After evicence and arguments on both sides, the companies made a pro- 
position, the terms of which were identical with those which they had Previously | 
expressed their willingness to accede to—viz., that they should supply gas of the 
illuminating power of 14 candles at 4s. per 1000 cubic feet. This proposition was! 
considered unsatisfactory by the select committee, and the Board of Trade then! 
proposed that until the Ist of January, 1869, the present prices should be charged | 
by the companies, the illuminating power being not less than 14 candles; that, after; 
the Ist of January, 1869, the illuminating power should be 16 candles, and the max.-| 
imum price 3s. 9d., with a provision that after that time, from year to year, on: 
request either by the local authority or by the companies, an arbitrator should! 
re-settle the price and illuminating power on such a footing as would, on the one! 
hand, secure to the public the lowest price and highest illuminating power con-| 
sistent with the payment of the dividends prescribed by the Act of 1847, or any 
special Acts of the several companies; and would, on the other hand, enable the 
companies, with due care and management, to make up such dividends. The Board | 
of Trade further proposed that the companies should at once take proceedings to! 
effect an amalgamation, with a view to there being not more than four companies in| 
the metropolis, In this proposition the select committee concurred; your com- 
mittee, however, were of opinion that it was not sufficiently favourable to the 
interests of the consumers, and caused their opinion, which was concurred in by) 
the City Corporation, to be represented to the select committee. The evidence and 
discussion on the several clauses of the bill were, however, proceeded with, the! 
preamble being postponed. Subsequently, on the consideration of the clause pro-| 
viding that the illuminating power and price of gas to be fixed for any particular! 
year should be calculated to yield to the company, with due care and management, 
a dividend in that year attaining or at least approaching the rate of 10 per cent. per 
annum, the i for the ies stated that the latter desired that they should! 
have the right of making up any previous deficiency of dividends; and the com-| 
mittee having expressed their intention not to accede to this, the companies’ 
counsel withdrew their consent to the bill. The counsel for the board and the City 
Corporation having also expressed their desire for the rejection of the bill, the 
inquiry terminated, the select committee stating that they would consider the report 
which they should make to the House of Commons. That report, together with 
the minutes of evidence, has since been furnished to every member of the board, 
and it will have been seen that the select committee express their opinion that, if 
the t of the ies to a proper amendment of the Act of 1860 cannot be ob- 
tained, the proper remedy will be for Parliament to concede to the City Corporation, 
the board, orother local authorities of the respective districts, the power of supplying 
those districts with gas in the manner in which the corporation of Manchester 
supplies that city and the surrounding neighbourhood. Your committee observe 
with satisfaction that the select committee endorse many of the arguments ad-| 
vanced by the board, as contained in the chairman’s letter to Sir Stafford Northcote, | 
of the 17th of January, 1867, in favour of an alteration in the state of things at 
present existing. Thus, referring to the fact that the clause of the Act of 1860, 
limiting the rate of dividend to 10 per cent., is interpreted to convey a right on the 
part of the companies to a “‘ statutory ” dividend of 10 percent., they state that they) 
consider such an interpretation to be a departure from the intention with which the 
limit of 10 per cent. was prescribed by Parliament, They think that, under the present! 
system, their exists no sufficient inducement to the companies to reduce their 
expenditure to a minimum; and they further state their opinion that justice will be) 
done between the consumer on the one side, and those who have invested their 
capital on the faith of the legislation of the Act of 1860 on the other, if in any! 
future arrangement a price be fixed which will afford to the panies ar bl 

prospect of attaining, from time to time, with due care and management, the maxi- 
mum dividend of the Act upon the share capital which has been already expended 
under the authority of Parliament; but that the stimulus to due care and manage- 
ment will be unduly weakened if they are enabled to make good the deficiency of 
one year’s dividend by the surplus of another. The committee say that they con- 
sider the main cause of the failure of legislation during the present year to have 
been the absence of ~~ bills authorizing the establishment of an independent 
supply of gas by the local authorities; and they recommend that, unless the com- 
paniés are prepared, during the recess, to consent to an arrangement on terms! 
satisfactory for the consumers, no measure such as that of the present year should) 
be again introduced; but that every facility should be afforded to the local au-| 
thorities of the metropolis, in the session of 1868, for the introduction of an 
independent supply. 

Your committee, in concluding this report, cannot but express their regret that 
the steps which have been taken during the present year have not resulted ina) 
satisfactory settlement of this question; they hope, however, that the very full) 
discussion and inquiry before the select committee will not have been altogether) 
fruitless, but that they will have served to impress upon Parliament the necessity of} 
an alteration in the present state of things, which, while very advantageous to the} 
companies, has been so unfavourable to the consumers. Your committee trust) 
that before long the supply of gas to the metropolis will be, in point of price, purity, | 
and illuminating power, such as may be not unfavourably contrasted with that of 
other large cities and towns in the United Kingdom. 

As regards the expenses incurred by the board in connexion with the inquiry») 
your committee have not been able to ascertain the exact amount, owing to the fact) 
that some of the charges are not yet settled; but the solicitor is of opinion that the) 
expenses may be approximately estimated at about £2250. | 

With respect to the course which, in the opinion of your committee, it would be 
advisable for the board to adopt in connexion with this question, your committee) 
would observe that the action taken by the board during the last session arose, 10 
the first instance, from the Government having requested them to state their opinions 
on the subject, and subsequently, on the inquiry taking place, it became desirable, 
in the interests of the ratepayers and consumers, that the board should support by 
evidence the opinions they had thus expressed. It appears to your committee that 
the board should, during the next session of Parliament, pursue the same course as 
was adopted by them during the last. They do not, therefore, recommend the board 
at present to introduce into Parliament any bill on the subject, but to watch care- 
fully any measure that may be proposed by Government or other parties; and to) 
take such steps in regard thereto as they may deem best adapted to secure to the} 
consumers, and the metropolitan ratepayers generally, those advantages, 12 the 
shape of a better and cheaper supply of gas, to which they are justly entitled. 


Mr. NewTon, in moving the adoption of the report, said it would be in 
the recollection of the board that before the commencement of last session 
he invited their attention to the question of the supply of gas to the metro- 
polis, in consequence of the very strong report made by the select committee 
of the House of Commons appointed in 1866 to inquire into the London 
(City) Corporation Gas, &c., Bills, That report contained a recommenda- 
tion that the Government should prepare a bill embodying the principles 
laid down as essential by the committee for the protection of the interests of 
the consumers, and believing that the Government would act upon that 
recommendation, he advised the board to appoint a committee to cunsider 
the whole question. The Government resolved to take up the matter, + a 
they communicated with the board as to the terms which such a bill shou r 
contain. They placed before the board an alternative proposition, and aske 
for an opinion first, as to what provisions ought to be inserted in order - 
control the gas companies, and secondly, upon what basis the purchase 0 
the interest of the companies should be placed. Tke committee of the boar’ 
very anxiously considered the matter, and they prepared a series of recom 
mendations, which, being adopted by the board, were sent to the oa 
ment. The object of the first of these recommendations was to enable t : 
board to exercise control over the supply of gas to the metropolis as respecte 
its purity and illuminating power, and also to enforce the keeping of a proper 




















system of accounts by the companies. The principle laid down by the 
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board was, that gas should be supplied to the consumers of London at 3s. 6d. 

1000 cubic feet, and that its illuminating power should not be less than 
18 sperm candles. Further than that they did not go. They did not 
express any opinion with reference to the dividends to which the companies 
should be entitled, although the Government afterwards introduced a limita- 
tion in their bill, And he might say, in passing, thut the Government 
adopted precisely the recommendations of the board, except that in respect 
to the question of dividends they went somewhat further, and proposed that 
so long as the maximum price was charged for gas the maximum dividend 
of the companies should be only 7 per cent., which rate was to be increased 
according as the price to the consumer was diminished. With reference to 
the second alternative, the board stated that in their opinion, if the Govern- 
ment determined to bring in a bill for effecting a transfer of the interests of 
the thirteen metropolitan gas companies to this board, or to some other body 
representing the ratepayers at large, it should be done upon the principle 
that for every 10 per cent. the shareholders were receiving at the time 
of such transfer oe should be guaranteed a dividend of 6 per cent. 
by the Metropolitan Board or the Commissioners of Sewers, as the case 
might be. The Government prepared a bill embodying very much these 
opinions, which bill was submitted to the House, and met with a con- 
siderable amount of opposition from the gas companies, who were also 
assisted by the water, railway, and other joint-stock interests in Parliament. 
So strong was the pressure put upon the Government, that the second read- 
ing of the bill was carried with great difficulty, and only upon an arrange- 
ment being made between the Gevernment and the companies that the bill 
should be formally committed in the House, for the purpose of making 
certain alterations in it before being referred to a select committee. That 
course was adopted, and the select committee appointed, which was presided 


in the inquiry, and the committee gave very great care and attention to the 
subject. The Gas Committee of this board appointed a deputation to wait 
upon the President of the Council and Sir Stafford Northcote, and the 
chairman (Sir John Thwaites), speaking on behalf of the deputation, repre- 
sented to them that there would be very little good in going before a select 
committee unless the blanks in the bill were filled up by the Government, 
instead of being left, as it was intended, to be filled up by the committee 
themselves. The chairman pointed out that unless the price and illu- 
minating power of the gas to be supplied, and the maximum dividend to be 
received by the companies, were specified by the Government as promoters of 
the bill, the committee would find themselves in very great difficulty in 
dealing with these questions. The result of the inquiry was exactly as then 
predicted, and the report of the select committee from beginning to end was 
a lament that some bolder proposition was not propounded te them upon 
which they might legislate, instead of the indefinite propositions contained 
in the bill. The Government, however, seemed to think that they could 
not resist the very strong opposition of the united gas, water, and railway 
interest, and preferred to leave it to this board aud the corporation of the 
City of London to take the position of defending the interests of the public. 


Government upon which ‘the bill was based, the Government asked for the 
reasons which influenced the board in putting those recommendations forward. 
Those reasons were conveyed to the Government in a letter from Sir John 


most clearly, the reasons which induced the board to arrive at the conclu- 
sions they had done. It was very gratifying to find that those reasons were 
copied almost verbatim in the report of the select committee, and adopted 
by them as satisfactorily explaining the course they pursued. The princi- 
pal of those reasons was that the Legislature, when it fixed 10 per cent. as 
the maximum dividend to be paid by the companies, had no intention to 
guarantee them a 10 per cent. dividend, and that the price and illuminating 
power ought to be defined, so that the companies would have thrown upon 
them the necessity for a considerable amount of energy, and the employ- 
ment of all the skill they could command to attain their maximum divi- 
dend, and that the 10 per cent. should by no means be considered a statutory 
dividend of 10 per cent. Upon that point the question turned all the 
|session, the companies contending that they had a statutory right to 10 per 
cent., a proposition which the committee repudiated in every way, and 
adopted almost the very language of Sir John Thwaites’s letter. They pointed 
out that it was impossible to conceive there was any intention in the Act of 
1860 to fix the dividend at that amount; that when the system of district- 
ing was adopted it was difficult to suppose the companies would arrive at 
their maximum dividend within any reasonable time; but as they had 
very speedily arrived at it, the committee refused to consider that asa 
binding obligation upon future legislation, and they said so in these words: 
—Your committee do not recognize as just the construction which the 
companies appear to place upon the combined operation of the two Acts of 
1847 and 1860. When the Act of 1847 was passed,.it was intended for the regu- 
lation, not of thirteen companies in London acting — an exclusive system, 
but for the regulation of all the companies which might be established 
throughout the country, and which in general would be subject not only to 
the limit of the Act in respect of dividend, but also to the competition of 
other companies in the same districts. When the Act of 1860 was passed, 
\the metropolitan companies had not generally attained the limit of 10 
|per cent.; and the possibility of that limitation being interpreted to convey 
aright toa “statutory” dividend of 10 per cent. may not have been as 
clearly understood as from recent experience and discussion is now the 
case. This view has, however, been very distinctly presented to your com- 
mittee in the course of the present inquiry, and while they do not feel 
themselves at liberty, as they have already said, to interfere with the 
enactments of the year 1860 in that respect, without the consent of the 
companies, they do feel bound to be careful that they do not in any 
hay strengthen, by any proceeding of their own, what they consider 
to be a departure from the intention with which the limit of 10 per cent. 





Was originally prescribed by Parliament.” In this statement the com- 
Mittee, as it appeared to him, adopted very clearly not only the 
Tecommendations of the board, but also the reasons assigned by the 
chairman as the basis of those recommendations. Now, there were 
two considerations which naturally arose out of this report. The 
first was whether it was wise for the thirteen companies, on the one 
hand, and this board and the corporation of London on the other, to go on 
continually expending such large sums of money as had been expended in 
contesting this question. He believed it was estimated that up to the 
Present time there had been expended (including the costs connected with 
| the agitation which led to the passing of the Act of 1860) during the last 
| eight years, no less than £100,000 by the companies and the municipal 
authorities of the metropolis. This was a very large sum of money, and, 
under ordinary circumstances, it might be said to be madness on the part of 

es to go on in this extravagant course, in order to defend 
‘themselves rom making concessions which, on the evidence of gentlemen of 
/Steat experience in these mutters, they mighé fairly be called on to make in 








over by the Rt. Hon. Edward Cardwell. A great many days were occupied | 


He might say that after the board had made their recommendations to the | 


Thwaites, in which was explained fully, and as he (Mr. Newton) thought | 





the interest of the public. But when it was considered that, as a matter of 

fact, the £80,000, which was about the sum expended by the companies, did 
not come out of their pockets at all, one could scarcely wonder that they 
did indulge in these extravagant expenses. For instance, if the campuign 
of last session cost them £20,000, it was quite clear that this expenditure 
would not fall upon their shareholders, but would fall entirely upon the 
consumers. The companies were prohibited, by the Act of 1860, from 
dividing more than 10 per cent. among their shareholders, and they had all, 
or nearly all, attained to that maximum, It being impossible for them to 
get more, the amount of the law costs incurred in these proceedings was |} 
taken from that portion of the funds which should go in reduction of the 
price of gas to the consumers, and not from that portion which was appli- 
cable to the payment of dividends among the shareholders. Such being 
the case, it was almost a matter of indifference to the companies what 
amount they expended, because not one of their shareholders went without 
his 10 per cent. To the consumers, however, it became a very serious | 
matter, because by these great expenses any reduction in the price of gas 
was put off toa more remote period. The same argument applied to any 
penalty which it might be sought to impose upon the companies under the 
existing law in consequence of a dereliction of duty. A money fine, in 
short, was no penalty at all to a gas company, because it did not affect the 
persons intended to be reached. Instead of coming out of the pockets of | 





the shareholders or of the managers, it was only an additional tax upon the 
consumers, by postponing to a longer time the period when, in the ordi- 
nary course of events, a reduction in the price of gas would take place. 
It was with that view doubtless that the Government inserted a clause in 
their bill to the effect that the price of gas should regulate the amount of | 
the dividend to be paid, which meant this, that if one company, by the | 





exercise of great skill and care and economy, was enabled to reduce the 
price of gas to the consumers, the shareholders of that company should 
receive a corresponding benefit in the rate of dividend to be paid to them; | 
but if, on the other hand, a company was careless and extravagant, the | 
result of their mismanagement should fall upon the shareholders, because | 
the more they charged for gas the less amount of dividend they would be | 
able to declare. There seemed to him a very great deal of justice in this | 
arrangement, but it was carried out with so much weakness on the part of 
the Government that they were driven from their position on the first show | 
of fight. Now, in all this the board were doing battle against the bill of | 
1860; but he did not think they need be much surprised at the unsatis- | 
factory character of that bill, when they knew the mode in which that bill 
was obtained. And it was necessary they should consider that matter, in 
order to guard against the possibility of such a mistake in the future. That | 
bill was promoted by persons who were called delegates, but it did not seem | 
to him that there was much responsibility attaching to those gentlemen. | 
At the time they started he had no doubt they acted with great fairne: 


and with the honest intention to secure the passing of a bill which shoul 1} 


be satisfactory to the public, but in the course of their proceedings they | 
found they had made themselves liable for very large sums of money. 
believed they became indebted, on account of parliamentary proceedings, | 
£5000 or £6000, and they saw no way by which they could . reimbursed | 
that large outlay canes ty the passing of a bill. The passing of a bill! 
became, therefore, an absolute necessity for them, because if a bill passed 
it would carry with it a clause by which they would be recouped for | 
the outlay they had been at. At the last moment, therefore, the com-| 
panies, knowing this state of facts, put the pressure upon them, and 
they said, ‘‘You must have the bill, but we can only consent to it} 
on condition that it contains clauses which, in addition to giving us a mono- | 
poly in our districts, secures to us a maximum dividend of 10 per cent., and | 
enables us to pay up any arrears of back dividends for the last six years.” | 
That was done, and the bill was passed under which the companies had paid 
their full dividends and the arrears for six years past. The delegates were | 
obliged to let the bill pass in that shape in order to get their expenses | 
allowed, and they afterwards came to this board and obtained payment of 
that large sum, which of course came out of the pockets of the ratepayers of 
the metropolis. It need not, therefore, excite surprise that with respect to | 
that bill considerable feeling and great opposition should arise. He enly | 
regretted to find, that in connexion with the proceedings of the board at the | 
present time, they were really employing the persons to give evidence | 
against the bill who were mainly instrumental in getting it adopted under 
the circumstances which he had named. Bearing these facts in mind, they | 
must look to their future position if they would not have this question left 
in the hands of such persons as he had referred to, instead of being under- 
taken by some responsible body such as this board or the corporation of the | 
City of London. But then the question arose whether the board, at the} 
present time, were in a position to promote any active legislation in the | 
matter; whether they had sufficiently matured any scheme, and were pre- 
pared to go to Parliament and ask to be invested with certain powers. He 
felt there was great responsibility in doing that, and the committee had 
experienced considerable difficulty in offering any recommendations. They 
believed, however, that at the present moment the board were not prepared 
to go further than this; they felt that as in the past the board had carefully 
watched, on behalf of the ratepayers and consumers of gas, all the bills pre- 
sented to Parliament, with an expenditure during the last year, as shown by 
the report, of £2250 in protecting their interests, and that as they had 
never promoted legislation on this subject hitherto, it would be better, 
during the next session of Parliament, that no proposition should emanate 
from them in reference to the question. The report of Mr. Cardwell’s com- 
mittee clearly indicated what ought to-be done by the companies, and 
he hoped that the inquiry of last session would not be fruitless, but 
that the companies would come to some conclusion with reference to 
the suggested amalgamation, and with reference to the illuminating 
power and price of the gas to be supplied in the future. It was 
desirable the board should wait and see what effect the recommenda- 
tions of the select committee would have, and, beyond this, it was 
necessary that the board should not give any reason for the assertion so often 
made out of doors, that they were always grasping at authority, and were 
never satisfied with the power they possessed. For his own part he believed 
that in all they did the board were influenced simply by a desire to fulfil 
the duties thrown upon them by the Legislature; that they had not sought 
for any extraneous powers, but that, being the only body which represented 
the whole of the metropolitan ratepayers, they were bound not to shrink 
from the performance of any duties which devolved upon them in the 
interests of the public. If in the wisdom of the Legislature it should be 
thought necessary that the board should take steps with regard to the supply 
of gas, or the supply of gas and water combined, although they did not ask 
for increased responsibilities or a greater amount of work to be thrown upon 
them, he hoped they would always be found prepared to fulfil their muni- 
cipal functions, and to carry out all the obligations imposed upon them. 
But the committee did not think, at the present moment, it would be wise 
to recommend the board to go before Parliament with any special bill on 
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the subiect, believing it would be better to content themselves, during the 
next session, with keeping a watchful eye over any measure which might 
be introduced by the companies, in the interests of the ratepayers. He had 
no doubt the board would adopt their recommendation, and would be 
pleased to remit to some committee the same powers in this respect that 
were exercised by tho special Gas Committee during the past year. With 
these observations he would move the adoption of the report. He did not 
know what course the board would adopt with reference to the various bills 
of which notice had been given for next session; but he believed it was 
thought better that the committee which had hitherto had these matters in 
hand should now cease its specific function, and that the whole question, 
with the other bills in Parliament, should be referred to the Works Com- 
mittee. He should be very glad to move a resolution to that effect when 
this motion was disposed of. In the meantime he would only say that he 
hoped the report, which succinctly related all that was done during the past 
session, had been carefully read by all the members of the board, and that 
it would be read attentively by all the vestries and district boards, as he 
intended to suggest that a sufficient number be printed and circulated 
amongst them. He believed that it would be seen that this board, in the 
course they had adopted, had done all in their power to protect the interests 
of the ratepayers and the consumers of gas in the metropolis. 

Mr. Pew seconded the motion. 

Mr. SHaw said the present position of the metropolis gas question was 
felt on all hands to be most unsatisfactory, and therefore he regretted that 
the committee had decided to take no further steps in the matter, but wait 





| to see what bills might be introduced during the next session of Parliament. 


For himself he did not see how any bill could be promoted for the protection 
of the consumers if the board were to remain perfectly quiet. The gas 
companies were not likely to introduce such a bill; it was not their interest 
todo so. The vestries and district boards could not do it, for by law they 
were prohibited from introducing any bill into Parliament. That point had 
been discussed in the vestry which he represented, and it was clearly 
shown that they could not adopt any proceedings in the matter. If this 
board, therefore, took no steps, there was an end of the question for the 
time. He was inclined to suggest that, as Mr. Newton intended to move 
that copies of the report be sent to the vestries and district boards, those 
bodies should be invited to forward to this board the grievances they felt in 
connexion with the present supply of gas in the metropolis. He believed 
that 23 of the vestries of London had agreed to send delegates to consult 
together as to the best mode of relieving themselves from the great and 
acknowledged evils of the existing supply—the badness, impurity, and 
dearness of the gas—and he thought, tg it would be well to invite 
the delegates to attend this board and explain their grievances, so that the 
board might take steps, either by petition to Parliament or otherwise, to 
obtain a remedy, 

Mr. Newton did not see how that could consistently be done if the 
report of the committee was adopted, which recommended ‘that no bill on 
the subject should at present be introduced by the board, but that they 
should watch carefully, in the interests of the consumers and metropolitan 
ratepayers, any bill that may be introduced by the Government or other 

rties.’”” 











Mr. Suaw said, according to this, there was no prospect of any bill being 
introduced. He should, therefore, move, as an amendment--“ That the 
several vestries and district boards be invited to send deputations to this 
board to express their grievances in relation to the present supply of gas to 
the metropolis,’ The board could then take what steps they thought fit, 
but he did not wish to compel them to go to Parliament again at a large 
expense. 

Mr. Freeman said be thought the honourable member forgot that the 
corporation of London had given notice to introduce a bill which would 
enable them to supply gas in the City. 

The CHArRMAN remarked that the gas companies also had given notice 
of a bill to effect an amalgamation. 

Mr. Freeman thought it would be well for the board to wait and allow 
the monopoly of the companies to be broken up by the carrying of the bill 
of the corporation in the first instance. This board could give the corpo- 
ration any support they thought advisable, but in his opinion it would not 
be well to proceed further at present. 

Mr. Heatey: I rise to second Mr. Shaw’s amendment. 

The Cuarrman : I am not quite clear what that amendment is. 

Mr. Saw : It is that the vestries be requested or invited to send deputa- 
tions or delegates to this board that we may know what their grievances are. 

The Cuarrman : Do I understand that you move that as an amendment 
to the motion for the adoption of the report ? 

Mr. Suaw: Yes. 

The Cuarrman: That instead thereof, the several vestries be invited to 
send delegates to this board? 


appointed delegates. 

r. Hows thought it would not be wise for the board to invite a multitude 
of counsellors. The report of the committee had been drawn up with great 
care, and he did not think the action of a large number of delegates would 
at all facilitate the object they had in view. 
to receive any deputation that waited upon them, and every representation 
they made was remitted to a committee, and carefully considered by them ; 
but he did not believe that any deputation could furnish them with addi- 
tional information on this question, The committee had gone very fully 
into the matter, and he hoped they would be reappointed with the same 
powers hitherto exercised by them. 

Mr. Ricuanpson asked what time remained for giving notice of a bill if 
the board should determine to promote one next session. 

Mr. Smiru (solicitor) said that day week was the last day for such a 

urpose, 
. Mr. Ricuarpson said he was very sorry that he had not been able to 
attend the sittings of the committee as he had fully intended to do, and he 
could only now express his regret that the committee had sent up such a 
report as the one now before the board. It seemed to him to indicate entire 
forgetfulness of the interests which the board were called on to protect, and 
that, if adopted, they would entirely fail in their duty to the ratepayers of 
the metropolis, especially after the strong recommendations of the report of 
the select committee of the House of Commons last session. That committee 
stated in effect that, if there had been a bill before them which proposed to 
negotiate for the transfer of the interests of the gas companies to the Metro- 
politan Board, or any body representing the ratepayers, it would have re- 
ceived their assent. He did not think any one could read the report of that 
committee without coming to such a conclusion, Mr. Cardwell seemed to 
express himself so strongly on that point. He (Mr. Richardson) differed 
altogether from the view of Mr. Freeman. Did Mr. Freeman suppose that 
the committee were dealing with the City alone, separately and distinct 
from the rest of the metropolis? This was a metropolitan question, and 








Mr. SHaw: Deputations or delegates, for I am told they have already | 
| delay taking any steps in this matter for another year, by which time they 


| would see what the companies had done, and what success attended the 








The board were always happy | 





not simply a question affecting the City ; and he was convinced that, if the 
board wished to play the part of the gas companies, they could not do better 
than leave the corporation to fight the battle alone next session. It was no 
use attempting to deal with the question piecemeal. The gas companies 
would desire nothing better, because they were perfectly sure they should 
be able to meet their opponents thus in detail. ‘The question must be dealt 
with as a whole, and the proper course would be to adopt a resolution that 
day, instructing the solicitor to prepare a bill, or at least to give the 
necessary notices for a bill, A very trifling expense would be incurreg 
thereby, and the board would have time for further consideration of the 
subject. 

Mr. TuRNER: What would such a notice say ? Mes 

Mr. Ricuarpson: I take it that it would be a notice in accordance with 
the recommendation of the select committee of last session, that this board 
should negotiate with the various companies for the transfer of their works, 

Mr. Freeman : They did not recommend that. 

Mr. RicHarpson said the inference to be drawn from the report of the 
committee was that such was the course the board ought to pursue, and jt 
would be a great dereliction of duty on the part of the board, if they 
allowed another session to pass without promoting a bill for that purpose, 
so as to give the House of Commons an opportunity of considering the 
question whether it would be advantageous to place the supply of gas in the|! 
metropolis in the hands of a public body. He admitted that it was a large|| 
question, and he did not wonder, therefore, that to a certain extent honour.|| 
able members shrank from the mention .of it; but the board were accus-|) 
tomed to deal with large questions, and were now contemplating the/| 
obtaining of power to issue debentures for public works to an enormous) 
extent. Why should they not do it for the supply of gas? It was simply! 
a question of millions, after all, and the board would always have good 
security for their money ; in fact, they could not have better security than! 
the gas-rates of the metropolis. It appeared to him desirable that) 
they should get those rates into their own hands; at least, it was! 
a subject well worth considering, and he was exceedingly disappointed| 
that a report from their own committee should have come up re- 
commending a course which was simply throwing themselves into| 
the hands of the gas companies, and saying ‘* We will do their work for|! 
them.” He did not wonder at it to some extent, because the board were} 
always fearful lest they should give ground to the allegation continually] 
brought against them of seeking to aggrandize themselves. He had no, 
desire to do so in reference to this matter, but he thought at the present! 
moment the board ought to take the initiative in the gas question, and, 
place themselves fairly before Parliament, to give them the opportunity of 
saying whether, in the interests of the ratepayers, it was not right that the 
supply of gas to the metropolis ought not to be transferred from the various 
companies to them. He should, therefore, move that the solicitor be 
instructed to prepare the necessary notices for such a bill as he had described, 

The CHArRMAN said there was an amendment already before the board, 
which must first be disposed of. He did not think the honourable member who 
had just spoken at all measured the extent of the question he had raised 
when he proposed that the solicitor be directed to prepare notices for a bill 
in Parliament, within the next six days, upon a question which, as he him- 
self admitted, involved the expenditure of millions. The proposal made 
by the select committee of the House of Commons to the several gas com- 
panies was that they should carry out a plan of amalgamation for the 
purpose of economizing their expenditure, and thus enabling them to reduce 
the price of gas to the public. The companies had given notice of their 
intention to apply to Parliament next session for a bill to authorize such an’. 
amalgamation, and the question was, whether it would not be a prudent 
thing for this board to wait till the issue of that application was known, or, 
at all events, until they saw how the companies intended to carry out the 
recommendation of the committee, instead of rushing into legislation before 
giving the companies a fair opportunity of taking the advice of the com- 
mittee, and working out their suggestion. The corporation of London had, 
it was true, considered themselves in a position to give notice for a bill to 
supply the City with gas; but the City was one thing, the metropolis another. 
In the former there was a very large consumption of gas in a small area, 
but the conditions of the supply were very different in other parts of London. 
At all events, there was a variety of questions to be considered before the 
board could decide upon going to Parliament, or could give the solicitor in- 
structions to prepare notices for a bill. Clearly six days were not enough 
for such a purpose, and he thought, therefore, the honourable member would 
do wisely to withdraw his proposition. 

Colonel Hoae thought the question was of too much importance for the 
board to decide at once that the solicitor should prepare notices during the 
next week. The report of the committee, and Mr. Newton’s observations 
in moving its adoption, quite convinced him of the propriety of the course 
recommended. Considering the great works the board had in progress, and 
the bills they would have in Parliament next session, it would be wise to 








application of the corporation. 

fr, RicHARDSON said he thought the proposition he had made was fully 
justified by the last paragraph of the select committee’s report, in which they |, 
said, ‘‘Your committee consider that the main cause of the failure of legisla- 
tion which has taken place in the present year has been the absence of any 
bills authorizing the establishment of an independent supply of gas in the 
hands of the local authorities. Unless the companies are prepared during 
the recess to consent to such an arrangement, your committee think that 
every facility should be afforded to the local authorities of the metropolis, 
in the session of 1868, for the introduction of an independent supply.”’ 

Mr. Etr asked whether it was the intention of the amendment proposed 
by Mr. Shaw to set aside the long report made by the committee of the 
whole board? 

Mr. Suaw: No. 

Mr. Ext thought the first thing was to adopt the report, and then, on the 
motion to print and circulate it among the vestries, Mr. Shaw could move 
his proposal either as an amendment or an addition to the motion. 

Mr. Suaw said he should move to add it to Mr. Newton’s motion. 

The CuarRMAN said he did not understand what the bearing of the one 
was upon the other. Mr. Newton moved the adoption of the report of the 
committee, which recommended that the board should abstain from any 
active legislation acting upon the same principle as last year,.and merely oe 
advantage of other parties being in Parliament to protect the interests 0 
the consumers, If * understood Mr. Shaw aright, the honourable member 
desired to have a conference with certain parties representing the districts. 
The result of that would be the introduction of a bill, which was quite), 
inconsistent with the course recommended in the report. ‘jl 

Mr. SHaw did not desire a bill to be introduced, but that the sere 
should obtain all the information possible, and that the course they adopte 
should be backed by public opinion. 
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The CHAIRMAN said the result of the proposed conference might bea 
recommendation that a bill be introduced. How would that accord with the 
report of the committee, which declared it was not expedient for the board 
to introduce a bill? 

Mr. Ext considered it was quite right to wait and see the course of legis- 
lation, ey as the present Parliament would probably come to an end 
next session ; after which they might have a Parliament more favourable 
to the views of those who represented the public on the gas question. He 
did not think it was at all desirable to set aside the report of the committee, 
which would certainly be the effect of Mr. Shaw’s motion. His (Mr. Elt’s) 
recommendation would be to pass the report and have it circulated among 
the vestries and district boards, to show that the board had not been dormant 
in the matter, and that they were still awake and ready to act upon any 
opportunity which might occur. If the gas companies prosecuted their 
amalgamation bill, it would be for this board and the corporation to watch 
its progress, and endeavour to introduce such clauses into it as would tend 
to secure the interests of the public. 

The amendment by Mr. Shaw was then put and negatived, only three 
hands being held up in its favour. 

On the question for the adoption of the report, 

Mr. Newton moved—‘“ That the solicitor be instructed to prepare the 
proper notices for carrying out the following paragraph in the report of the 
select committee of last session :—‘ It seems to your committee, therefore, 
that the consumer cannot rely upon the probable introduction of new com- 
a in competition with the acne 4 4 organization whose existence has 

confirmed by the Act of 1860; and that if the consent of the companies 
to a proper amendment of that Act cannot be obtained, the proper remedy 
will be for Parliament to concede to the City of London, the Metropolitan 
Board of Works, or other local authorities of the respective districts, the 
power of supplying those districts in the manner in which the corporation 
of Manchester supplies that city and the surrounding neighbourhood.’ ” 
He took it that that paragraph correctly expressed the views of the com- 
mittee, that in case of failure on the part of the gas companies to come 
to some agreement with the local authorities, on equitable terms, for the 
supply of gas to the public, the supply should be handed over to the corpo- 
ration and the Metropolitan Board of Works. He believed that the one was 
an alternative scheme to the other, and that if the companies made proper 
arrangements with the local authorities they were to be permitted to con- 
tinue the supply, but if not it should be handed over to some public body. 
The CHAIRMAN: What is your amendment? 
Mr. Ricuarpson : I have already stated it. 
The Cuarrman : Is it that the solicitor be instructed to prepare and issue 
notices for the introduction of a bill into Parliament, to enable this board to 
construct works to supply gas? or is it to be a bill for the purpose of autho- 
rizing the board to make arrangements with the gas companies for the pur- 
chase of their plant? 
Mr, Ricnarpson said the bill would be nothing more than a bill to enable 
the board to make arrangements for the supply of gas to the metropolis. 
He put it formally in that way, though he doubted whether it would be 
carried. He merely represented his own view of what was the legitimate 
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The Crarrman: Gentlemen, the first thing is to move, as I beg leave to 
do— That the report of the board of directors, together with the accounts 
a8 examined and certified by the auditors, be received and entered on the 
minutes.” In moving this resolution I shall venture to offer a few obser- 
— as usual; and I begin by saying that we meet you with yery mixed 
eelings—feelings of satisfaction at the stead progress of our own com- 
pany which progress yon may test for yourselves by an examination of the 
aveounte, and feelings of regret for the situation in which the gas compa- 
_ place in the metropolis. I think that we must all feel annoyed that 
tod gitation has been continued, not only because of its serious inter- 
“epee with our affairs, but because the natural effect of it is to prevent 

€ public reaping the advantages they otherwiee would do from our ope- 


ations. So long as the agitation is kept up the companies are compelled 
: | aah 
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18 generally are placed in consequence of the agitation that has recently | 
| gress. 
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inference to be drawn from the report of the select committee as the alterna- 
tive scheme which they recommended. Granted that the companies came to 
terms with the local authorities, then they were to continue the supply ; if 
they did not, then the bill would authorize the transfer of their undertakings. 
Unless the board promoted such a bill, they would not give the House of 
Commons an opportunity of expressing an opinion upon the suggestions 
made by the select committee of last session. 

The CuarrMan: I do not exactly know what your motion is. 

Mr. Ricuarps : It is not seconded yet. 

Mr. Heauey : I will second it. 

The Crerk: Is this the form of the motion: “That the solicitor be 
instructed to prepare notices for introducing a bill to make arrangements 
for the supply of gas to the metropolis” ? 

Mr. Ricuarpson : Yes. 

The CuarrMAN: I hope the solicitor will understand it. 
form in which it is customary to instruct the solicitor. 

The feeling of the board being loudly expressed against the amendment, 
Mr. Richardson consented to withdraw it. ‘ 

The motion for the adoption of the report was then put and carried. A 
subsequent resolution was passed, on the motion of Mr. NEwron, to print and 
circulate the report amongst the vestries and district boards; and on the 
motion of Mr. Hows, it was resolved that the special Gas Committee be 
re-appointed to watch any proceedings that may take place in Parliament 
pore session on the gas question, and to report from time to time to the 

ard. 
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EQUITABLE GASLIGHT COMPANY. 


The Half-Yearly Ordinary General Meeting of the Shareholders of this 
Company was held at the Office, John Street, Adelphi, on Tuesday, Nov. 5 
—C. H. A. MARTELLI, Esq., in the chair. 


Mr. AnpREws (the secretary) having read the notice convening this 
meeting and the minutes of the last meeting, the following report of the 
directors, with statement of accounts annexed, was presented :— 


The directors submit to the shareholders the profit and loss account and balance- 
sheet for the half year to Midsummer last, which they hope will be considered 
satis/actory. 

The last report mentioned that a bill had been introduced into Parliament by the 
Board of Trade to amend the Metropolis Gas Act of 1860. The injustice of the 
provisions of that bill was also alluded to, and the directors have now to report that 
it was referred to a select committee of the House of Commons, who were engaged 
upwards of twenty days in hearing evidence. The companies evinced a sincere 
desire to concede all reasonable modifications of existing Acts, with the hope of 
terminating this’vexatious and costly agitation, They ultimately felt compelled to 
dissent from the proposals of the committee, as they would have deprived the 
shareholders of all claims to arrears of dividends which had been sanctioned and 
confirmed by repeated special and general Acts of Parliament during the past 20 

ears. 
’ The directora regret that the settlement of this important question has been 
again postponed ; it will, however as heretofore, receive their careful attention. 

The net profits amount to £17,192 6s. 3d., from which the directors recommend 
the payment of a dividend on the half year of 5 per cent., leas the income-tax. 


Cr. 
By Gas-rates, to June 30, 1867. . £40,215 12 1 
Meter-ren “Te AT ® 799 10 
Coke, net sales and stock . . 
Breeze,ditto, . ... a 
Tes 6 oe 6 & 8 . 
Ammoniacalliquor. . .. e 
Balance of interest account, &c. 


£49,966 10 4 


Cr. 
By Investment, to Dec. 31,1866 . . , 

Less depreciation of plant on leaseho 
ee ee ae 


. £274,181 17 10 
Id 
268 1 4 


£273,913 
; 364 17 11 
£274,278 
. 6,654 
15,044 


cae 5 


Charged thishalfyear. . .. 


ee es ek we We - e et 
Cash on deposit . . ... -« . <. + 
Ditto balance. . . ° ° 
See ° 
Tradesmen’s accounts for coke, &c. 
@oals—stock . . . ... 

COreGED . «© 2 oe 8 8 
Breeze—ditto. . . . . «© « 

Tere. . ww tw 

Ammoniacal liquor—ditto . 

Service-pipes—ditto. . . 

Main-pipes, &c.—ditto. . 

General stores—ditto . . 

Leasehold property. . . 

Income and property tax . 


£329,230 10 2 


to incur considerable expense in the protection of their interests, and thus 
any reduction in the price of gas is necessarily delayed. The distressing 
and harassing attacks to which we have been subject for so long are very 
wearying to us, but we must bear them as best we may, and hope that 
ultimately we shall come out of the contest not materially injured. But, 
gentlemen, | would turn first to the more pleasing side of the question— 
the state of our accounts. I need not enter into the details of those 
accounts, as you have them before you. You will find from them that the| 
progress of the company is steady, which I think is the best kind of pro- 
There are but few items which require comment. One, perhaps, 
needs a word of explanation, and that is the item of bad debts. We have 


| been unusually fortunate hitherto in this respect, but I am sorry to say 


during the past half year we had avery large loss under this head, amoupt- 


| ing to £600. I believe that no human prudence on our part could possibly 
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have prevented it. It occurred in the case of parties who had for many 
years been dealing with us for tar, and from whom heretofore we received 
regular payments. I believe many other companies have lost much more 
than we did, so that things are not so bad as they might have been. We 
have received a first dividend upon the amount due, which was £1200, but 
I fear we must look upon the whole of this £600 asa bad debt. I do not 
know that there is anything further to observe upon the accounts; they 
are, taken as 4 whole, very satisfactory. I turn from them to our position | 
in relation to the public and before Parliament. I think when we last met | 
you the Metropolis Gas Act Amendment Bill had, after arrangements made 
with the Government, been read a second time in the House of Commons 
upon terms which were read before the House by Sir Stafford Northcote. 
By those terms it was understood that we were still to have the right, if 
we could earn it, to our 10 per cent. dividend, with power to make up | 
arrears and to create a reserve-fund. We thought, therefore, we had 
achieved a position which, so far, was very satisfactory, though, of } 
course, there were many questions of detail, which had to be inquired | 
into and settled. Still, as Parliament had over and over again affirmed our 
rights in these important respects, we did not doubt that in the result a bill 
would be passed that would be perfectly satisfactory. The bill was referred 
to a select committee presided over by Mr. Cardwell—an able man; and we | 
entered upon the inquiry with the conviction that the committee would 
deal with these points as settled. A superior authority had appeared to do 
so, and the bill was referred to them upon that footing; but to our great 
surprise, after a hard contest with regard to the — of price and illu- 
minating power, which were provisionally settled between the Government 
and the companies, the committee refused to allow us the power to make 
up the deficiencies of back dividends or to create a reserve-fund. ‘he 
terms ultimately agreed to with reference to price and illuminating power 
were that the present charge should becontinued for two years, the standard 
of illuminating power being raised te 14 candles (which is the illuminating 
feme we are actually giving, though not compelled to do so by the Act of 
860); and in 1869 the price was to be reduced to 3s. 9d.,and the illumi- 
nating power raised to 16 candles. We conceded these points after a very 
hard contest, and we thought that, these material questions being settled, 
all the rest would be tolerably plain sailing; but, as I said, to our astonish- 





| rangement as they indicate, every facility should be afforded to the local 
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be more favourable to us. The practical conclusion of the whole matter is 
this. The committee say they consider the main cause of the failure of 
legislation which has taken place in the present year has been the absence 
of any bills authorizing the establishment of an independent supply of gas 
in the hands of the local authorities, and they recommend that unlesg|| 
terms satisfactory for the consumer can be arranged with the companies, 
the Board of Trade should abstain from the introduction of any other mea- 
sure like the Metropolis Gas Bill, 1867. They also recommend that unless 
the companies are prepared during the recess to consent to such an ar- 








authorities of the metropolis, in the session of 1868, for the introdneticn of 
an independent supply. We hope, with the concurrence of the Govern- 
ment, or, at least, without their opposition, to be more successful in obtain-| 
ing a settlement of this question next session. There was a proposition 
thrown out by the committee last session that all the companies should be 
amalgamated, and though we would rather remain as we are, believing that 
no plan of that kind could possibly improve our position, we are now con- | 
sidering how far we can carry out the suggestion of the committee should | 
Parliament think it desirable. It is a matter of very anxious deliberation; | 
we have discussed it over and over again, and we shall use our best endea- \ 
vours to come to a satisfactory conclusion. Under any circumstances, I 
trust there is sufficient justice in the Legislature not to rob us of that 
position which for many years we have been labouring to achieve. You! 
know that at one time we paid little or no dividend, and it seems hard, | 
very hard, that when, after all our trouble and risk, we are beginning to | 
reap those advantages to which we are admitted to be entitled, a proposi- | 
tion should be made to deprive us of those advantages, and hand our pro- | 
perty over to a public body without adequate compensation, and perhaps 
without our having a word tosay uponit. I do not know that [ have} 
anything further to say, and will therefore conclude by moving the adop- | 
tion of the report. 
The Depury-CuarrmAn seconded the resolution. 
Mr. HapLanp asked whether the amount charged for parliamentary | 
copeeue represented all the expenses incurred by the company under that | 
ead. | 





The CHarrMan said it was only the amount paid at the time the |, 











ment, the power to make up back dividends and to create a reserve-fund 
was denied us by the committee. A few lines from their own report will 
show you at once how very unfair was the position taken up by this com- | 
mittee against, as I really believe, the general view of the House of Commons 
as well as of the Government, who, I am bound to say, behaved most loyally } 
throughout, and thoroughly kept faith with us. The counsel for the Go- | 
vernment agreed with us as to the power to make up deficiencies in back 
dividends and the creation of a reserve-fund, and if the bill as at last 
shaped by them had been accepted by the committee, the whole matter 
would now have been settled, not perhaps quite so well for us as we could 
desire, but still in such a way as would, we hope, have led to a state of 
; nae rg for some time tocome. Mr. Cardwell in his report says—* ‘The 
oard of Trade appeared as the party promoting the billin this form. But 
the counsel of the board made in the first instance no proposals to the com- 
mittee with a view of filling up the blanks, and the nature and extent of | 
the proposals for that purpose really constituted the principal question in 
dispute. The case-of the consumer, therefore, was brought before the com- | 
mittee by the counsel: and witnesses of the Metropolitan Board of Works 
and the corporation of London.” I need not remind you how very strenuous 
has been the opposition of both these bodies to our eager pe in fact, the 
struggle was maintained by them mainly, as they were not satisfied 
with the arrangemeut we.had come to with the Government. “But 
these bodies only appeared as petitioners against the bill promoted 
by the Board of Trade, and not as promoters of any bill or bills for furnish- 
ing to the consumer a supply independent of that furnished by the com- 
panies.” Now, this is Mr. Cardwell’s strong point. He seems to have felt 
that he could not, as an honourable man, interfere with what Parliament 
had given us—viz., the right to make a 10 per cent. dividend, and to create 
a reserve-fund—unless there had been another bill before the House which 
would drive us to terms. His notion was that if there had been another 
bill before the House, which proposed to authorize “a supply independent 
of that furnished by the companies,’ we should have been forced to accept 
terms which it was not likely we should otherwise agree to. There does not 
appear to me to be much difference; but that was his view of the case, and 
he recommends that some such course should be adopted. He says: “ This 
position of the parties necessarily raised the question, ‘Whether your com- 
mittee was prepared to recommend the adoption of a bill compelling the 
companies to supply the consumer on other terms than those on which 
they have been authorized by Parliament to raise, and have actually raised 
the capital they employ ?’” The companies have raised large sums of money 
on the faith of the terms which Parliament had granted being adhered to; 
but this is Mr. Cardwell’s answer: “To this question your committee could 
only return one answer. However evident and however great may be the 
advantages of a single supply under conditions securing to the consumer 
all that he is entitled to as regards the quality and price of the article sup- 
plied, yet a compulsory and unconditional interference with the prices 
already conceded to the producer is not the weapon by which Parliament 
is accustomed to secure the rights of the consumer.” I trust it will not be 
the weapon, and that no other weapon of the sort will be resorted to for 
the purpose. I do not at all think that Parliament will Fee by giving to 
public bodies like the corporation and the Board of Works the power to 
compete with private enterprise, for that would be contrary to every prin- 
ciple of justice ae in England, and would be a most dangerous 
precedent to establish. In the following paragraph Mr. Cardwell admits 
the fact “ that before the second reading of the bill communications had 
— between the President of the Board of Trade and the companies, 
m which communications it resulted that the board was bound to pro- 
ceed with the bill only upon certain terms; and, in answer to an appeal 
from the counsel of the companies, the counsel of the board thus expressed 
the result of those communications to the committee—viz., that the board 
was bound not to proceed with the bill unless the 10 per cent. were re- 
tained on the same basis and on the same terms as they appear in clause 
30 of the Act of 1847.” Now, I want to know why a committee of 
Parliament, who have the instruction of the party constituting them 
distinctly and to the effect that the companies should not be disturbed in 
the possession of the rights already conferred upon them, should take upon 
themselves to overrule the decision of Parliament and the undertaking of 
the Government, and seek, in an indirect way, to deprive us of that to 
which it is admitted we are entitled; or how they can reconcile it with 
justice and fairness that we ought to be driven into the acceptance of such 
terms as they acknowledge they could not expect us to accept by any 
direct method. I trust that next session we shall be able to ap from 











the decision of the committee to the House itself, and that its decision will 


accounts were made up; there would be much more to charge, The! 
inquiry was a very costly one to all the companies, and also to the public, | 
whose money was being spent very freely. | 
Mr. LippLx thought there could be but one opinion among the share- 
holders as to the propriety of the withdrawal of the bill. He was con-| 
fident that many of the companies would never have been able to supply 
16-candle gas at 3s. Gd. and pay 10 per cent., because 16-candle gas really 
meant gas of 2 candles higher power, if the companies were te be secure | 
from the heavy penalties attached to an infringement of the law. He was) 
very much pleased with the lucid statement made by the chairman of the | 
proceedings of last session, and was only sorry to learn from that stateuent | 
that matters, so far as this company were concerned, were not likely to be | 
left as they were. As a shareholder in several companies, he was convinced | 
it would be better for the public that the companies should be ielt alone. | 
‘The question which now pressed upon them was, what was the best course | 


' to be adopted. For his own part he thought the companies should be per- | 


fectly passive, and act only upon the defensive. Should a bill be intro- |} 
duced again, he was convinced that the House of Commons, as at present | 
constituted, would never sanction a confiscation of the property of the|| 
shareholders. Those who stood forward last session to represent the public | | 
were very unwise not to accept the terms agreed upon between the Go- | 
vernment and the companies; and though, as a shareholder, he should |, 
have been sorry had that bill passed, the companies must have endeavoured ; 
to make the best of it for the sake of the settlement it offered. With refer- | 
ence to amalgamation, he did not believe there would be much gain to | 
the public, unless the whole of the companies had been formed into one. | | 
As to the transfer of the property of the companies to a public body, he | | 
did not care one straw who had the works so that proper provision had |‘ 
been made to compensate the sharehoiders. It seemed of very little con-/ 
sequence whether the Metropolitan Board, unpopular as it was, took the | | 
gas supply into their hands, so that those who had invested their property || 
pad what they were entitled to. If, under those circumstances, the || 
board could make the great profit out of the supply which they said they || 
could, so much the better for the consumers or the ratepayers, because | 
those profits would either go in reduction of price or in the improvement 
of the metropolis. 

Mr. HapuAnp said the question of amalgamation was a most serious one | 
to all the companies; and, looking at the last half year's accounts, it seemed || 
as if it were only the smaller companies which had earned 5 per cent. The 
two largest companies earned only 2} per cent. 

The Gaanamen said he had carefully avoided any invidious remarks | 
about other companies, but if the shareholders would look at the accounts | 
now before them, they would see that this company was in as good and || 
even in a better position than many. 

The motion was then put, and carried unanimously. 

On the motion of the Cuarrman, it was resolved—“ That a dividend be | 
now declared out of the profits of the concern for the half year ending the 
30th of June last, of £2 10s. per share on the old shares and £1 ds. per || 
share on the new shares, less the income-tax, and that the said dividends | 
be payable after the termination of this meeting, and on the 6th, 7th, and || 
8th inst., and afterwards on every Tuesday and Friday, between the hours || 
of ten and four.” 

Mr. Micuart moved—“ That the thanks of the meeting be given to the 
chairman and board of directors for their successful management of the 
affairs of the company.” He was sure the shareholders would all concur 1n || 
this resolution. He believed the management of the company had been | 
thoroughly successful, and, having had better opportunity than formerly of 
looking into their affairs, as one of the auditors he could most cordially re- 
commend the meeting to accept the vote. The directors had had a very 
anxious time in the past, and would have in the future, for it must be 
obvious that the gas companies of the metropolis were passing through & 
very severe crisis. He trusted they would still have the same assistance 1 
the administration of their affairs they had hitherto had. 

Mr. Hapianp seconded the motion, which was cordially agreed to. 

The CuHarrmAn having briefly acknowledged the vote, 

It was resolved, on the motion of Mr. HADLAND, seconded by Mr. LippLe 
—“That the thanks of the meeting be given to the auditors for their 
attention in auditing the accounts of the company.” 

Mr. Micuaxzt acknowledged the vote. 

A vote of thanks to the secretary, engineer, and other officers of the 
company was then adopted,and Mr. Anprews having acknowledged the 
same the proceedings terminated. 
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CONTINENTAL UNION GAS COMPANY, LIMITED. 


held at the London Tavern, Bishopsgate Street, in the City of London, ou 
Tuesday, Oct. 29—H. Woutaston Buaxe, Esq., in the chair. 

The Secrerary (Mr. R. J. Fennessey) read the notice convening the 
meeting, and the following report of the directors :— 


Gentlemen,—On the occasion of pai ne | an interim dividend in April last 
your directors issued a report upon the state of the company’s affairs, and upon the 

pects for the twelve months ending the 30th of June, pointing out to you the 
various unfavourable circumstances against which they had had to contend. No- 
thing of any moment has since occurred to alter the views then taken by your 
directors, and now, upon completion of the year’s accounts, they find the fears that 
they entertained of the effect which the war, the cholera, and the financial crisis 
would have upon the year’s profits, fully confirmed ; while, on the other hanc, they 
see in the continued and regular growth of the rental, increased grounds for looking 
—s into the future. 

e total of public lights on the 30th of June last was 11,688, of private 94,805: 
| showing an increase for the year of 1531 and 8339 respectively. 
| The work that has been carried out at the stations during the past year, starting 
from the point at which the report of last October left off, is as follows, viz. :— 

Milan.—The large main (24, 22, and 20 inch) referred to in the report of last 
October as in course of being laid from the works to the centre of the town, was 
shortly afterwards completed, and hes had the effect of materially improving the 
distribution over the greater part of the city. The new telescopic gasholder (99 feet 
by 16 feet), has. been completed, and works admirably. ‘The new engine-house, 
together with new — and new exhauster-house, have also been completed. A 
new chimney, 98 feet high, and having a sectional area of 9 feet square of flueway, 
has also been erected, Six new purifiers have also been erected in place of the 
old ones, which were inadequate; and an improved service, with a great economy in 
lime, has been secured. ‘Two new benches of retorts have also been erected, to meet 
the ever increasing demand for gas. While upon the subject of Milan, your directors 
cannot refrain from making a passing allusion to the new Victor Emmanuel Gallery, 
which was inaugurated by the king on the 15th ult. This magnificent building, 
which is parcelled out into shops, cafés, offices, and suites of apartments, will add 
very materially to the company’s rental in this city, and, indeed, may be looked 

as equivalent in importance to the lighting of a small town, but with the great 
vantage of requiring a very trifling outlay of capital, and of combining a large con- 
samption with a very short length of main. 

Genoa.—The 20-inch main from the eastern station to the town 
in the report of last October, has been completed, and has p d ave 
effect upon the supply of gas to the town. Your directors are happy to add that, 
although no material increase has taken place in the sale of gas in this town, yet the 
manufacture and distribution have notably improved; and that the placing of a 
‘number of mercurial governors upon the mains has had a most beneficial effect. 

Parma.—A new coal-store has been erected, the old one being insufficient for the 
stock required to be kept. A portion of the mains here have also been replaced, 
and several extensions carried out. 

Strasbourg.—Two new purifiers have been erected in addition to those already 
existing, to keep pace with the increase in the demand for gas, and the mains have 
in part been replaced with larger diameters for the same cause; while 1360 métres 
have been laid in the Allée de la Robertsau, with a view to improving the lighting ot 
the-fair. The of this station continues to be most factory. 

Roanne.—Two new benches of retorts have been erected, besides a new scrubber 
and an additional purifier, and considerable repairs to the mains have been made. 

Alby.—A large quantity of old wrought-iron mains have been taken up here, and 
replaced by cast-iron of larger diameter. 

Cette.—The new works at this station were opened in the past spring, as men- 
tioned in the report of April last, and there is every reason to hope that, with the 
inereased facilities now afforded, the consumption in this thriving town will make 
great advances during the coming winter. 
me.—The new telescopic gasholder has been completed. Two new benches 
of retorts (sevens) have been erected, and the retort-house remodelled, and a con- 
siderable economy of fuel has been the result. 

Rueil.—The concession for the lighting of Chatou—a neighbouring commune —- 
having been obtained for a period of 40 years, the necessary mains have been laid. 
Anew gasholder is also in couree of being erected in place of an old one worn out. 


gates, mentioned 
h fipial 





._ has been found necessary at these stations. . 
ie work above enumerated may be said to complete the various items of im- 
portant outlay that were necessary for the renovation and enlargement of the stations, 
and itis with much satisfaction that your directors have to inform you that they 





to.be able to avoid any other considerable expenditure for some time to come. 
Indeed, no further outlay will be incurred beyond such as may be absolutely requi- 
site for the purpose of maintaining the works in an efficient state of repair, and for 
the ever increasing demand for gas. Upon this subject of capital expendi- 


shares offered to the proprietors not having been taken up, it became necessary 
to provide funds wherewith to meet the pahy’s its, and to call up the 
4 ce of £5 upon the ordinary shares. 

king at the prospects for the future, your directors are happy to say that they 
have every reason to be satisfied with the information received from the various 
stations since the 30th of June. The consumption of gas is now regularly increasing ; 
the working is steadily improving; everywhere the company is on the best terms 
with the local authorities ; while the cholera in most of the Italian stations has been 
much less violent during the past season than in the former; moreover, the expen- 
sive coal supplied at the war freights of 1866 has now been completely exhausted, 
while shipments for the current year have been made at more reasonable rates, and 
in addition, there is every reason for expecting to see the beneficial effect of the 
lange outlay of money which has hitherto been unproductive. 

he profits for the three months last past—viz., July, August, and September— 
have considerably exceeded those for the corresponding period of 1866. Political 
events still influence the rate of exchange in a manner prejudicial to the company’s 
interests; but itis not unreasonable to hope that, with the return of. Italian 
finances to a sounder state, this evil will disappear. 

The balance of this year’s profit and loss account, after writing off £1752 lds. to 
sinking-fund, shows £17,574 17s. 6d., out of which your directors have already paid 
you an interim dividend at the rate of 4 per cent. per annum on the original capital, 
and six months dividend on the 7 per-cent. preference shares, leaving available the 
sum of £10,058 11s. ld. Out of this it is now proposed, after paying the remaining 

months dividend on the preference shares, to declare a dividend at the rate of 
‘per cent. per annum on the original shares, leaving £66 4¢. to be carried forward 
to profit and loss new account. 


The CuarnMan : Gentlemen, before proceeding to make the few observe- 
tions which I propose to make upon the report just read, I have, on bebelf 
of Mr. Cubitt, to express his regret, and to offer to you his apologies for not 
g able to occupy the chair which I have been called to fill on the present 
vw Mr. Cubitt, I am sorry to say, has been suffering for some time 
quite unable to leave the house. I am sure, on. my own account, as well as 
on:your account, it is most unfortunate he is not here at the present time, 
his great experience of all matters connected with gas, and:his inti- 
mate knowledge of the affairs of this company, would have enabled him to 
thee’ the chair which I have been soqueted to fill much more worthily 
than “ee hope'todo. At = a time, I will — en to do m a to 
ou every possible information upon those matters which are 

naturally of interest to you in connexion ~ih-ow 

the first point to which it will be m 


rations. Gentlemen, 

4 duty to allude: is-one which is a great 

disappointment both to the shareholders and the directors—viz., the reduc- 
~ of the dividend for this year—for 1 have no doubt it is only a temporar 

uction—to 4 per cent. The causes of this reduction I will now proceed, 

y a8 I can, to.indicate. During the past year there have been various 

all of which have combined to affect the profits: of the company. In 
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the first place, a considerable portion of our coal was shipped at a very high 
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| suffered most severely, not only from the financial crisis—which, ind 
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rate of freight during the war, and thie, of course, tended to increase its cost 
at the different stations. Independently of that, the unsettled state of Italian 
finence has raised the rate of exchange in Italy, and as we have to receive 
remittances from there and to pay a great portion of our freights there, this 
has caused a loss to us during the year of £5300. Besides this, Ital _ 
oJ] 

affected every country—but from the imposition of very heavy taxation, which 
has tended to retard commerce, and consequently to check the consumption 
of gas. Cholera, too, has visited many of the towns, and driven large num- 
bers of people from them. Combined with these various causes of diminished 
profits we have had to pay dividends upon an increased capital to the extent 
of £145,000, and that alone absorbed the sum of £7300. These, gentlemen, 
are the causes which have affected the past year, and you will perceive that 


| almost all of them, especially those which arose frog the war and the cholera, 


were such that it was quite impossible the board or any one in this country 
could have any control over them. As regards the future, I am happy to 
say that, in many respects, matters are looking far brighter. In the first 
place, our expensive coal has been used up, as mentioned in the report. In 
the next place, freights, which during the past year ranged from £29 to 
£20 a keel, now range from £19 to £15. That alone makes a very consider- 
able difference in our expenditure, and consequently upon our net profits. 
Then, again, the result of the improvements which have been made at the 


| various stations—the improvements in the canalization and the improve- 





ments in the works—with the minute attention which has been paid to all 
matters of detail, is now beginning to show itself in a marked increase of the 
rate of profit. In the last three months alone—which three months are those, 
28 you will understand, in which a comparatively small consumption of gas 
takes place—viz., July, August, and September, our profits upon the returns 
xtready sent to us have amounted to 1 r cent. in excess of those of last 
year. This alone is a most ee eature, and if it continues, which 
we have every reason to believe it will—and, indeed, from all we hear, we 
believe that it will increase—it will make a very material difference in the 
results of the current year’s working. The number of lights has e on 
inereasing in about the usual proportion which we find takes place in most 
gas companies—viz., at the rate of something like 10 per cent. in the course 
of the year. I am happy to say that all our heavy expenditure has now 
ecased. We have vastly extended the worke and our capabilities of supplying 
the towns with gas. Milan is, as you no doubt are aware, our greatest station, 
and that station alone, if properly looked after, and if it continues to increase 
as it has hitherto done and is likely still to do, will be a most valuable 
property in itself. Two or three years ago the concession only ex~- 
tended to the central portions of the town. It has, since that period, 
been extended to the whole of the town, and continued for a period of 
45 years, For the exclusive and enlarged privileges thus secured the com- 
pany had to submit to a reduction in price—in short, they paid for it by a 
reduetion in the price of gas. The effect of a reduction in price, as ——- 
bably all know, is, in the first place, to impair the receipts and the profits; 
but as it increases the consumption, that alone in the course of a year or two 
makes up the deficiency. I am happy to state that at the present moment, 
though we suffered in the past year and in the year before the reduc- 
tion, the whole of the loss has been made up; in fact, our receipts are in 
excess of what they were at the higher rates, and our profits have — 
increased also. With reference to Genoa, that town has singularly suffe 

from the effect of the late crisis in Italy. The trade of the place having 
greatly diminished, there has been hardly any increase in our gross receipts, 
but by improved working, the laying of larger mains, and the reduction of 
pressure by the adoption of various means for equalizing that pressure, our 


eslecibha, tidonm, Mhsurab-e, tangle, Miia, Rtsiene—ile werk of cay | profits have been considerably enhanced. The last three months show an 


increase in the profits, from the several causes I have mentioned, of no less 
than 30 per cent. upon the profits of the last year. Another town to which 
I may make allusion is that of Cette. Cette is a large rising and very 


| flourishing seaport in the south of France, and its peculiar trade is that of 


ture your directors have to observe that the whole issue of the 7 per cent. preference | 


the manufacture of imitation wines of every possible kind—a trade which 
is carried on to a considerable extent. Our works there were very small—quite 
inadequate to the supply of the necessary quantity of gas—and we have had 
te erect entirely new works, These works were completed and opened some 
four or five months ago, and we are now in a position to meet every possible 
demand that can be made upon us for along time to come, The coneump- 
tion there is increasing, and the effect of our new works, as compared with 


: the old works we previously had, has already shown itself. In the first 


| town of 100,000 inhabitants, but par 





place the total revenue has increased during the last three months 
& per cent., and our profits have increased 43 per cent. This, again, 
ie satisfactory. One of our stations—that of Messina—has, up to the 
present moment, been a source of yw to the board. Messina isa 
y from the. distracted state of Sicily, 
and partly from the ravages of cholera, everything has been in a state of 
prostration during the past half year. To such an extent was this the case 
that the post-office was shut - and the bankers fled, so that no remittances 
could be made. Merchants left the place, the shops were closed, trade was 
stopped, the dead were brought out of the houses and thrown into trenches— 
in fact, everything was in such a fearful state that we could not collect our 
monthly receipts. The results in this town, therefore, have. disappointed \ 
because we did expect, though the works are entirely new, that we shoul 
see a rapid increase in the number of lights. It is true the number is in- 
creasing, for during the last two years the private lights have risen from 
1400 to 2200; yet, from the causes I have mentioned, the increase has not 
been so rapid as we could have wished. I am happy to state that at the 
present moment there are some glimpses of brightness through the gloom, as 
we are about to receive an addition of 300 to the number of public lights, 
which are now 928; so that, although, as I have said, Messina has caused us 
some disappointment hitherto, there is no ground to be disheartened. The 
cost of the works per head of population has been less than half the average 
cost of other works in some of the most thriving cities of the Continent. 


, There are works belonging to other companies as well as to our own which 
from severe illness, and though he is now somewhat better, he is still | i 


have averaged, upon the capital invested in them per head of popenntion, 
more than double the cost of those at Messina. Considering also that Genoa, 
with a-population: of 130,000 or 140,000, has more than 12,000 lights, I 
think it is not unreasonable to su that, with an improved state of 
commerce, Messina, with its 100,000 inhabitants, will shortly reach 5000 
or. 6000 lights, in which case it will amply repay the capital we have 
invested there. Strasbo is a most satisfactory station in every respect. 
‘The working is exceedingly good, and there is a perfectly steady increase 
in the consumption of gas. ‘To show how steadily the consumption of 
increases: in a town where the works are well conducted and carefull 
managed, I may mention that at Strasbourg, in the course of the last nine 
years, the receipts of the wey have more than doubled, and the profits 
have more than trebled. In last three years, du which this company 
have specially had charge of this station, the profits have increased 33 per 
cent. ; fore, as 1 remarked, it is.a very sa station in every) 
respect, and, as far as we can form an opinion, the prospects for the future 
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are exceedingly good. I mentioned before that the sg receipts, but especially 
; 


the profits themselves, have considerably increased ; and I may make allusion 
to the fact that a comparatively small increase of proiits produces a very large 
increase in your dividends, because the capital of this company is comparatively 
small, whereas the fixed charges upon it, in accordance with the agreement 
with the Union de Gaz, are large, and, as they come off first, all this increase 
of profit goes specially to the payment of dividend upon a comparatively 
small capital. These, gentlemen, are the encouraging features with regard 
to the future, and when I think of other companies—other well-known com- 
panies having stations on the Continent, which a few years ago paid no 
dividend, and were suffering the greatest possible depreciation, but which 
have gradually risen until they are now paying 10 or 12 per cent. dividends, 
while their, shares stand ata high premium—I do not think there is the 
slightest reason to doubt t\ggt this company, in a very short time, will be in 
the same fortunate position. There is one point to which I wish to make 
allusion, more for the purpose of drawing forth an expression of opinion 
than anything else. It is a question which may be discussed at this meeting, 
but cannot at the present moment be acted upon, You are aware, perhaps, 
that under the new law a power is given to convert ordinary share certificates 
into certificates to bearer, whenever the shares are paid up in full. There 
are considerable advantages in connexion with this arrangement. In the 
first place it opens 2 market for our shares abroad. On the Continent, per- 
sons are always accustomed to shares ‘to bearer,” and do not understand 
the difficulties of our registration here. Independently of that, it is a con- 
venience to any one to be able to carry his shares at once into use if he wants 
to borrow money upon them, without the necessity of passing a transfer, I 
think, therefore, it would be advantageous to accept the privilege conferred 
by the new law, but the power can only be created by a special meeting of 
shareholders, If the proprietors think that it is a desirable course, we will 
at the proper time—that is, when the shares are paid up in full, which they 
will be next month—call a special meeting and take authority to make the 
shares of the company transferable to bearer. 
A Proprirtor: I hope it would not be compulsory. 
The Cuatrman: Not at all. With these few remarks I will now con- 
clude by moving the usual resolution—‘That the report and accounts now 
read be received and adopted.” 
Mr. Fawcetr seconded the motion. 
Mr. C. B, Harris said the proprietors had listened to a very pleasing 
statement from the chairman with reference to the increased business at the 
various stations, but opposed to this was the fact that they were to receive 
less dividend. He was sorry to impugn the policy of the board, but the 
directors paid so little attention to the views of the shareholders that he felt 
|| it was his duty to call attention to what passed at the last meeting. On that 
occasion a request was made that half-yearly meetings of the shareholders 
should be held, but the board asked that that request should not be pressed, 
promising to take the matter into their consideration. The proprietors now 
saw with what result. When he remembered that three years ago this com- 
pany was formed to purchase thirteen works of the Union de Gaz,upon which 
they were then paying 8 per cent.—which 8 per cent. the directors by their 
management had reduced to 4—and when he remembered that they had de- 
b preciatea the £400,000 capital of that concern to about half, so that £200,000 
of market value was gone, he thought he was justified in the course he was 
now taking. The present state of affairs had been mainly produced by the 
purchase of the Messina works, which cost £58,000, and for which money 
was borrowed at 7 per cent. preference when the board might have called up 
the capital of the company. The Messina works entailed a loss of £3000 a 
year,on the company, which had to be paid out of the profits of the works bought 
of the Union de Gaz. When he mentioned that the | cane of Messina 
was made upon a valuation by Mr, Wilton, a servant of the company, with- 
out any disinterested opinion being taken to test its accuracy, he thought the 
roprietors would be somewhat surprised. Success was his test of merit; 
aoe they had only miserable failures. He was sorry that the directors who 
had so depreciated the property of the company should so persistently retain 
their seats. He believed that few of the proprietors read the Articles of 
Association before buying their shares. Those articles were monstrous— 
simply monstrous. By the 70th article the directors elected themselves for 
|| five years. By the 71st article they had a power of appointment so as to fill 
up their number to ten; so that, in effect, they made for themselves patent 
bao, and practically it would take 15 years to get rid of them. He be- 
Fieved that the only hope of the regeneration of the property of the company 
was the infusion of new blood into the direction, and therefore he intended 
to propose—‘ That three members of the present board retire, and that this 
iJ} meeting fill up the vacancies.” 
‘17 Mr. HorcuK1n said he would second the proposition. 
A Proprietor inquired what remuneration the directors received. 
7 The CHarrMan said by the Articles of Association the remuneration was 
fixed at £2500 a year. 
Mr. Haris thought the chairman ought to have stated that the Articles 
} of Association gave the directors considerable latitude in the matter of remu- 
neration. It was true the fixed sum was £2500, but if the dividend was 
| over 7} per cent. they were entitled to £500 extra, and an additional £500 
} 4 for every 2} per cent. addition to the rate of dividend. 
A Proprietor remarked that the company would be very glad to be ina 
‘| position to be called on to pay the additional sum. 
J!) Mr, Haris said the dividend, on the contrary, was being reduced, but 
‘| there was no sliding scale that way. 

Mr. BLANFORD asked the last speaker whether he had in his mind three 
persons to fill the vacancies he proposed by his motion to create. 

Mr. Hannis said he thought it would be invidious to mention names at 
that moment. 

The CuarnMan said if there were no other questions to be asked with 
reference to the general affairs of the company, he might perhaps be allowed 
to mention that they were a constitutional body, and that they were bound 
to follow the laws of their constitution. They were governed by their 
Articles of Association, and the proposal now made by Mr. Harris was con- 
trary to those articles, and could not under any circumstances be acted upon. 
The articles prescribed that there should be a certain number of directors, 
and in the year 1869 those directors would begin to retire in definite rota- 
tion. By that regulation the company were bound to abide. s 
Mr. Harris said by article 62 the shareholders in their meeting could 
deal with the Articles of Association. It never could have been intended 
that a body of directors should take possession of the control of affairs for 15 
years, and though they might reduce the value of the pe be property 
one half in the market, the shareholders should have no control over them. 
Such a _—— would be monstrous. 

Mr. Buanrorp said as he understood it would be necessary to call a 
special meeting for the purpose, and that the subject could not be enter- 
tained, even if thought desirable, on the present occasion. 

The CHAIRMAN said Mr. Harris talked of the directors being in office for 
15 years, but it was difficult to see how he made that out. The year after 








—- 


— = 








next the directors would retire in the ordinary course, and their seats would 
be at the disposal of the proprietors. When the company was first formed 
it was thought desirable, considering the amount of time and trouble required 
for the management of the various stations, and for the superintendence of 
the numerous details arising out of the company’s operations, that the board 
should remain in office three or four years, after which period they would 

retire as in other companies. 

Mr. Tenpron believed it was an undoubted fact that the directors were 
some of the largest proprietors, and that they gave a great deal of time to 
the affairs of the company. : 

The CuArrMan said he should never have broached the subject, as it was 
rather a delicate one, had not Mr. Harrisalluded to the mismanagement of 
the board, and the consequent great depreciation of the property of the share. 
holders, He might, however, state that the gentlemen right and left of him, 
with himself, held more than 4000 shares, representing more than £80,000 
of the comparatively small capital of the company. For the sake of their 
own interests, therefore, to say nothing of their duty to the proprietors at 
large, it could not reasonably be doubted that they would do their best to 
—— such an amount of property held by them in the concern. It would 

@ a very extraordinary thing if they did not. j b 

Mr. Lewis said he was not going to refer to the subject upon which Mr, 
Harris had spoken, because it was clear that the sense of the meeting was 
against him, and it did not require a word to be uttered in opposition. But 
he would like to ask one question, having paid up his shares in anticipation, 
both preferential and others—viz., whether any arrears of last year’s calls 
remained unpaid. 

The CuarrMAN: A very small amount—altogether about £3000; but 
as is being paid upon it. You know the times have been very 

ifficult. 

Mr. T, ALERs Hanxey said he believed he was the largest shareholder in 
the concern, and he felt, in common with every one present, extremely dis- 
appointed at the diminished dividend on this occasion. But, with reference 
to what had fallen from Mr. Harris, he wished to remark that they must not 
allow their disappointment so to operate as to induce them unduly to charge 
+ p the directors what really and fairly was attributable to other causes. 

e did not mean to disguise oes the meeting that, were he called upon to 
pronounce an opinion upon the whole course of the administration of this 
company, there were points upon which he might differ from the board ; but 
these were incidents common to all transactions of this nature, and it was 
hardly to be expected that they would find a board to conduct a concern of 
no small intricacy of detail which upon every point would be found to have 
adopted the best policy. Mistakes, he thought, had been committed, and, in| 
saying that, he had said the worst he meant te say upon the subject of the 
directors; but their intentions had been not only honest, but they had been 
calculated to promote—and their efforts had been directed to promote—the 
interests of the << in ai | possible vn The circumstances adverted: 
to by the chairman had produced a prejudicial effect upon the business of the 
company, and thereby their income had been unfortunately diminished. 
But the real state of the case was this: he believed that there were elements, 
in the possession of the company which, like seed sown for future harvest, 
they would, by a little patience, reap the benefit of. But it required patience; 
and forbearance on the part of the proprietors. He did not think it would 
be at all promotive of the interests of” the company for the meeting to pass 
resolution to endeavour to prevail upon the board to resign three of their, 
seats. The better plan would be, if the shareholders thought an addition to! 
the board would be desirable, for the board to remain as it was, and to elect; 
from among the shareholders two or three gentlemen to jointhem. But it 
would not be wise to quarrel among themselves as to the mode of carrying) 
on the company, and thereby, when they left that room, find that they ha 
committed a serious damage to their property. He would urge them to pro- 
ceed calmly and quietly, with all the aid which the present board could give) 
them, in the course which had been adopted. The board were quite aware 
that, if they had to begin over again, there were eertain things which had 
been done that they would not repeat; and there was every reason to believe 
that the experience they had acquired would enable them to conduct the| 
affairs of the company hereafter in such a way as to recommend it to the| 
approval of the shareholders generally, and at the same time increase their 
dividends. He would, therefore, take the liberty of suggesting to the meet-) 
ing to let matters remain as they were. If they were disappointed with their 
dividends as compared with what they were two or three years ago, they 
must bear the disappointment with the hope and belief, which he certainly 
cherished, that this state of depression was but ey and that, after a 
little time, their difficulties would be overcome, and the company would 
probably steer that course which many sister institutions had steered before 
them. They had had their day of cloud; now there seemed a gleam of sun- 
shine; and he thought, if the proprietors adopted his advice, they would 
find, when they met a year or two hence, they had no cause to regret that 
they had not disturbed the existing state of things connected with the manage- 
ment of the undertaking. 

The CHAIRMAN said many of the remarks which had fallen from Mr. 
Hankey, who was, as he stated, the largest shareholder in the company, 
were perfectly in accordance with the views of the board. On several occa- 
sions it had occurred to them that it would give them great pleasure, and it 
would be their duty, to add to their number, if they found any erp 
with a large stake in the concern, or who from his practical knowledge wou: 
be useful, who could be induced to come on the direction. He might -_ 
that overtures had been made to Mr. a himself, and although : <4 
had not hitherto met with acquiescence, he (the chairman) was not withou' 
hope that the difficulty in the way might be overcome, and he was = 
nothing would give the directors greater pleasure than to elect that " 
man tothe board. Or if there was another gentleman who was @ large 
holder of shares, or possessed of great practical knowledge, willing to i 
there being - er — could be = up under the Articles 
Association, they would be happy to appoint him. “ 

The Secnutsny then cont profit and loss account and the balance 
sheet to the 30th of June last. Ay he whele 

Mr. Stovs said although he disagreed from Mr. Harris in measly the Tould 
of his observations, he thought there was one remark of his whic ° rom 
have called forth an answer from the directors. On the last occasion } ve 
understood that there should be a semi-annual meeting of the a ht 
and as that arrangement had not been carried out, some explanation - 
to have been afforded on the subject. He knew that there wrt. o but 
which made it desirable there should not be a meeting in get 
those reasons not now existing, he should be inclined to ee ae ‘ao 
for half-yearly meetings, unless the directors agreed to carry out W 
par provided fresh causes to make it undesirable did not arise. poten 

The CHAIRMAN said, so far as the board were concerned, B peer ew 
objection to half-yearly meetings. The only reason they ha y eetings 
been held was, that the Articles of Association rescribed annw m - : 
and the accounts of the company were only made up once a year. 
eS 
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considerable time to prepare the accounts from the varions stations, and it On the motion of Mr. SHaw, the thanks of the meeting were presented to 
—_ be a Pa ——— to an + marge tage ene Bn the chairman and directors for their attention to the duties of their office. 
directors issued a report at the end of six months, when they declared an The CHAIRMAN: 
interim dividend, but he did not know, under the circumstances, whether | to thank ©: Common, bergen vot my eoengess Se eed fy beg 
Setiipietdl ediaba holdi - wt d that t thank you for the manner in which you have heard what we had to say, 
%: ould arise from holding a meeting merely to read that report. and for putting up with what I must admit is a disappointment on the pre- 
r. SHaw said the state of the company’s affairs was becoming more t : Ih : ; P 
: : A : : sent occasion. ope our affairs have reached the lowest point, and that 
cheering, and it certainly would be satisfactory at the end of another six | f, his ti : : : ; : 
: rom this time we shall witness a steady improvement. “At any rate, it shall 
months to have the assurance of the directors that the present gleam of sun- “ ; 
Disoctntinncl “~~ vur fault if they do not. 
“ in ana i e proceedi i : 
The CuarrMaNn said, if it were the wish of the proprietors, he should be P ings then terminated 
happy to summon a meeting at the end of six months, but the board could 
present no accounts, and no resolutions would be proposed. The amend- BAHIA GAS COMPANY. 
ment which Mr. Harris had moved was one which the legal adviser of the The Half-Yearly Meeting of the Proprietors of this C held at 
company stated could not be put. the London Tay ~ on th Footh It « ny P .i — 2 th oh ir 
The motion for the adoption of the report was then put and carried, itis Seam Sine —geeners pwmart, $45 in the © eaphe 
The CHAtRMAN moved—“ That a dividend at the rate of 7 percent. per | The Secrerany (Mr. A. Clarke) read the notice convening the meeting, 
ope paid to the preference shareholders for the half year ending the and the following report of the directors for the past half year:— 
30th of June last.’”’ The directors herewith submit the usual statements of accounts for the half y: 
Mr. Fawcert seconded the motion, which was put and carried. ending June, 1867 * , ‘ ; obey tages wha 
The CuATuMAN moved—“That a dividend at the rate of 4 per cent. per | {he revenue statement wil cause considerable disappointment to the, dare: 
. : , istain sever heavy 
ines —s we Aene n= - yer 4 weet = aes wt = — shares of the charges of a purely exceptional character—the deficiency of stores, the expenses ot 
pany, for the half year ending the 50th of June last. Mr. Blount, the loss by a dishonoured bill remitted from Bahia, and some other 
re WHITE seconded — — athe’ ae - x which cannot occur again. a 
ROPRIETOR inquired when the dividend wou e payable. Mr. Green, the new manager, has entered upon his work with a vigour and deter- 
The CHAIRMAN ond the dividend on the ordinary Pk ow pe be paid on | mination which gives the best promise of successful management. He has already 
the 10th of December. The reason for the delay was that when a call was | ¢irected considerable economy in working, but tHiis cannot, of course, exbibit itself in 
made the directors could not pay dividend to any person who was in arrear. The board have instituted a local hewmen pera canpeeel fe the tii 
The dividend on the preference shares would be paid in a week. at the last general meeting, consisting of Mr. A. Wilson and Mr. E. P. Wilson, of 
The motion was put and carried. Bahia, merchants, and they trust that this measure will strengthen the hands of the 
Mr. Lewis proposed the re-election of the retiring auditors, Mr. M‘Lachlan | manager, and conduce in many ways to the advantage of the company. : 
Backler and Mr. Joseph Hadland. To those who knew anything of Mr. _ The following statement shows the gradual extension of public and private 
Backler it would not be necessary to say one word with reference to his lights, vis:— Dec. 31, 1866 June, 20, 1867 
special qualification for this important office. Mr. Hadland, also, was well Number of public lamps . “2100 . . “5103 i 
known as a director of one of the City companies, and as possessing great ex- »  privatelights . . _ ore 
perience on all questions connected with the supply of gas. eae a ae oe 
Mr. BADDELEY seconded the motion, which was put and carried unani- x... pent from the committee of investigation will be read at the meeting to the 
mously, enarenewees. , ’ 
Mr. HapLANp returned thanks for himself and colleague, and expressed a The directors going out of office by rotation are Messrs. H. Pownall, A. A. Croll, 
; ; ! wr d H. P. Stephenson, « 2 g reeele : “a 
hope that at the close of another year it would be their privilego to present po oe A a8 Cae Gen ENEn, Sl Cae eee, Sie Hae 
the proprietors with accounts showing a much more satisfactory result than The auditor going out of office by rotation is Mr. Joseph Wright, who, being 
those now laid before the meeting. eligible for re-election, offers himself to the shareholders for that purpose, 
Dr. Balance-Sheet, June 30, 1867. Cr. 
To Capital paid up—5000 ordinary shares . £100,000 0 0 | il eee ee ee sss » 2 Be 6 
Ditto—1000 10 per cent. preference ditto. 20,000 0 0 Investments to Dec. 31, 1866 . . £84,868 19 2 
Ditto—711 redeemable ditto . . . 14,155 0 W196 mee Less transferred to freehold land . 1,345 13 11 
Bees. 5s we ls et et te Nye 1,000 00 “£83,523 5 3 
} =~ apenyre open accounts . = 2 : Additional during the half year . . . 1,649 6 5 
itte on acceptances. . . . 832 ee 
——— 4,092 8 3 £85,172 11 8 
ll a ee ee ee ee 1,329 0 9 Freehold land, including the sum of “ 
a ep a 31, 1866, “— 4 : £1345 13s. 11d. transferred from invest- 
ess dividend and income-tax. . “ 395 OMG. ts sete ok eS Se Ow 4,534 16 1 
: : — ———a—— 89,707 7 9 
Leaving unappropriated . . ... £681 4 11 ei tt es, ee ae Oe 1154 1 3 
Loss during the half year ending June 30 45 2 2 Office furniture and fixtures . . . . 1... 275 1 0 
636 2 9 Puememeryempemses . wt lt tw 8 tlt lt lt 16,914 17 3 
Amounts due by sundry persons for fittings, gas and 
. a rental, residual products, &c. . . ° - $8,041 11 7 
tock— 
rr £7,693 2 5 
ss «+ + 6 6+ -*. # © « 7314 0 
a re ee 4,182 0 9 
. , a ws 2 0 6 8 8 6 281 18 8 
{* There is a further apparent deficiency in fittings b j i ; ny 
Mr. Green’s stock-taking up to June tor yet A — aan ice pipes, lamp-columns, 
£523 19s, 2d., but doubts arise as to the accuracy of the es 6 Fes 3,556 5 4 9 
quantities in Mr. Green’s stock list, and this item must Goote ta teens es 1 R. 
therefore remain in abeyance till the preparation of the : ; i A ete ete = 68 
next balance-sheet.] Bills receivable .... ., £700 0 0 
. Less Mellor and Southall’s bill. 250 0 0 
-— 450 0 0 
Cash at bankers— 
General account. . . .... £2,367 3 1 
REGED ss 60.2.6 @ 0 9 
London and Brazilian Bank (Bahia). . 25419 1 
2,622 212 
£141,212 11 9 £141,212 11 9 
Dr. Revenue Account, June 30, 1867. Cr. 
To Coals carbonized—2417-4/20ths tons. . . . . « « 45,117 9 5 By Gas supplied to publiclamps . . . . £8,379 2 9 
Purifying materials, &c. . . . . 2. - + 2 © « an * : Private consumers and public establish- P 
Oerbomising wemes . 2. 1 6 et te ew oe ° MOMS. « se ceo ec ee se oO © 800 5 11 
Lamplightersditto ©: ) 2) ) 2 22222 418012 1 ———— £11,179 8 8 
Wages for labourers, loading coke, &c. ae ». Je 243 13 9 DE « ¢ » © ¢ @\¢ @ #)¢ © * ° 207 17 4 
Ce tL tere ee we a i 1,181 14 0 hl gal a a 76216 6 
Di. < ¢ 6 + « + + & * © « & @ _ it - «< «bs. « # @ 6. 6 = ~@  ¢ © 46 1 2 
Rk PU) Lo ee ed a ee ls me Ne » 10 z Balance—loss for the halfyear . . . . . . « « 4522 
De + 6s « 8 Ses 6 es 6 6 
ie i oe a ae er 33 3 6 
Stationery, printing, &e. . . . .. —_ 41 4 6 
re a 52 3 3 
Moedicalattendamce . . . . - + © © © © © @ 3315 0 
cas es gig te 6 6S SS 61 8 5 
De. . << s « ss * «6 3 «+ 21212 8 
Repairs and maintenance of publiclamps . . . .- «+ 304 11 5 
EC SG eg 5 see ee ee Oe 44119 5 
ee ee ee ae ee 86 8 6 
Expenses of Mr. Blount to Bahia. . . . . — 400 0 0 
DL. <¢ o.c.6 4 6 0 © 9.4.0. % © 4111 1 
Lawcharges . . . . st ee ete ee 1216 4 
Alterations—removingengine. . . . +++ «+ * 149 15 11 
£10,543 17 9 
Loss—dishonoured bill on Mellor and 
Southell. ... . £500 0 0 
Less estimated dividend. 250 0 0 
£250 0 0 
Difference in valuation of stock of fit- sae 
tings, Dec. 31,1866 . .° 2 © « « 
” , ; 1,697 8 1 
£12,241 5 10 £12,241 5 10 
Unappropriated profitlasthelfyear. . . .. . . £681 411 
Less loss for the ek. &-« ecw Goer ¥ 45 2 2 
For appropriation. . . + 6 s+ + © « « £636 2 9 
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Vhe SxcrBrary next read the report of acommittee of investigation which 
had been appointed some time ago. The report was an elaborate document, 
showing the position of the company ; but several of the shareholders com- 
plained of its not Laving been printed and circulated amongst them. 

The CHAIRMAN said that, in consequence of there being a difference of 
opinion as to the placing by the directors of the sum of £4262 to the capital 
account of the first half year instead of its being put to working expenses, 
|| the opinion of counsel had been taken, and perhaps before they went further 
|/ into the subject it would be_ well for the meeting to have that opinion read. 

{| ‘The opinion of Mr, Lloyd was then read, and it generally sanctioned the 

i a taken by the directors as to the manner in which the sum in question 

|| bad been disposed of. 

The CHAIRMAN then rose to move the first resolution. He said: I do not 
| think that, on the present oecagion, I shall be complimented as I was when I 

ber had the pleasure of meeting you, for exhibiting to you a very coloured 
and brilliant statement. I do not know that I can so polish up this account 





‘as to make it entirely acceptable to any or all of you, but I think that, not- , 
, the directors, but there were such conditions clogged with it as to the security || 


withstanding the report of the Investigation Committee, there are ingredients 
in this report which certainly ought to prevent our having a very gloomy 
idea as to the state of the company, for I find that that which is ultimately 
to remunerate us is gradually increasing. ‘The number of lamps goes on in- 
ereasing both for public and private purposes, and though the aceount on the 
whole is a very sad one, yet at the same time it has not arisen solely during 
the past half year, as you will perceive by the statement before you. Now, 
the first question that has engaged the attention of the board, as it must cer- 
tainly have occupied your mind, is, that in this account there are several 
i} exceptional items that are charged against the credit, no doubt through 
a difference in the valuation of the fittings, in which, unfortunately, we have 
been misled, and which we now find to amount to £1447 8s,.1d. This, how- 
ever, is one of those exceptional things that we trust will not occur again. 
There is also the expense of Mr. Blount’s voyage to Bahia—£400—which 
certainly is an exceptional article, and is not likely, I trust, to be repeated 
for many years tocome. There is as well the expense of the alteration in 
and removing the engine—£149 15s, 11d.—which is not likely to arise again, 
and moreover there is an unfortunate bill of exchange by which £250 is lost. 





over and liquidated, as the board think they should be, from time to time, 
that will me the account in avery different position. It was thought by 
some of the directors that the sum of £4276 ought not to be carried to the 


in the opinion of counsel that the directors were right in placing it in the 
first instance to capital, why of course it makes so very material a difference 
that the account will bear quite another aspect from that in which itis now 
put before you. We also find in the accounts which we have had from Mr. 
Green, our new manager at Bahia, that though last year we apprehended 
it was impossible to reduce the expenses of working the establishment, yet 


the expenses of lighting the lamps, at the rate of £600 perannum. ‘hen, 


the subject much better that I can—you will find that our manager has been 
able to light a larger number of lamps with a considerably less quantity o/ 
coal than hitherto. We appear to have but aslight balance at our bankers, but 
it should not be forgotten that some time ago we were deeply indebted to them. 
That debt has been entirely paid off. [A Vorce: ‘By preference shares.’’] 
At all events we owe them nothing, and we are freein that respect. We have 


these several items into their proper places and carry them over for two or 
three years, so as to enable the shareholders to receive a dividend. We hope 
you will approve of what seems to be the opinion of the béard, and which has 
been recommended by counsel, namely, that the sum of £4276:be continued 
to the capital account as it bitherto has been, so that by spreading these 
exceptional items over a certain number of years, to be hereafter determined 
upon, we shall be able to pay the preference shareholders the dividend which 
is due to them this half year, and that next time we meet we may have a 
more favourable account to give you. I do not know that I can make any 
further observations than these. 
the state of our accounts will enable us to declare a dividend to the ordinary 
as well as to the preference shareholders. I may say that I see nothing on 
the face of this t, by placing these items over several 





is due to them ; and 

adopted. 
Mr.'Croxt, ‘in seconding the motion, observed that unquestionably the 

condition of the company’s works had looked bad, so bad, in fact, that | 


Mr. Blount to Bahia to report thereon. The financial condition of the com- 
pany, however, was not so bad as at first sight might appear. There were | 
certain exceptional charges which .amounted to something considerable; but | 
this, to his mind, was nothing at all, when compared with the profits which 
were being realized—not which might be realized, but which were being 
realized at the present time. The chairman had referred toa saving in the 
lighting of the lamps, amounting to £600 perannum, which was effected | 
when Mr. Green went out; but that was not the only item that had been 
saved. Mr. Green was a gentleman of intelligence, a thorough good gas 
engineer, and one who had thrown the whole of his mind into the trade. | 
Taking, for instance, the last fortnight’s account, they would find that he | 
had used a less quantity of coal to supply a larger number of lights than 
had been hitherto used. There was a reduction of 20 tons in a week’s 
working, and this, he thought, ought to indicate to the shareholders pre‘ty 
clearly the results that were being obtained, and which were very different 
to what they were. A change for the better was taking place, and the 
present he might call the interregnum. Of course, they had not seen the 
works; they only knew what they were—their extent and capabilities, and 
the amount of rental they had gathered—from the reports which the directors 
had had made to them. He had spoken toa friend of his about them, and 
he had said that he should be very glad to make some arrangement as to 
taking the works on a lease. He would not refer to him again, as he was a 
gentleman who did not wish his name to be known, unless there was some 
likelihood of his obtaining the works. He (Mr. Croll) would read to the 
meeting a letter which he had received from a gentleman of high standing, 
who was well known to all who were connected with gas-works in this 
country. (The letter was from Mr. John Arnott, of Newcastle, who offered 
to lease the works at a yearly rental of £12,000.) This was what Mr. Arnett 
was prepared to offer. He was very anxious to express himself in the 
strongest manner to the directors, but they seemed to feel so strangely what 
was being done by Mr. Green, that, instead of disposing of the works so as | 
to realize a 10 per cent. dividend, they considered it better to let it alone, 
and gave up the idea of leasing when it was proposed to them. 

Mr.°C, Nichouson said he must interrupt Mr. Croll, as it ought not 


Now, these sums form a very considerable item, and, if they are to be carried | 


eapital account, but kept in the working expenses; and if you should concur | 


we find that he had not been there many weeks before he managed to reduce | 


| in respect of the carbonizing—Mr. Croll will be able to enter into that part of ', 


a very large stock of coals in Bahia at the present moment, and I think that : 
though the account certainly is dolorous enough, yet it isnot so badif you put , 


‘ and that while he was there he valued the fittings. 


We shall be, of course, most delighted if | question. 


| considered to be an exorbitant expense, it became a question whether his 
P g eriods, to | valuation was not more to be relied on than any report they might have 
prevent us from now paying the preference shareholders the dividend which | from their late or present engineer. He wanted to arrive at the truth. They 

now beg to move that the report be received and | had paid Mr. Biount a large sum of money to go out, and he thought the), 


the directors, wishing to obtain some real knowledge of their state,:sent |‘linance Committee, felt it to be his duty to elucidate. 
‘ said that as Mr. Blount was sent out, he was more likely to make a true 


| events the difference was £1447, and the reason why it still stood in the 


| added up the aggregate. 


' garded as an official document. ; d that 
| of the stock with the value of it‘as it stood in the company’s ledger, 40 


| to be reported that the board of directors looked at the proposal to lease 
jin any other than ‘a ‘favourable light. They did not oe re Mr. Arnott’s 





' coming forward; on the contrary, they approved of the principle of sensing 
the works to him or anybody else who eres security. The principle o; 
' leasing, in fact, was aieptel. The idea was communicated to the board, and 
assoon as it was communicated they passed a resolution which approved of 
the principle of leasing their works, provided that a sufficient rental wag 
| to be obtained, together with sufficient: security for the payment of the 
| reat. After that he heard nothing more from Mr. Arnott till the letter 
now read. He was:aware that Mr. Arnatt had been in London, and that he 
' had been —- the books with the secretary, but no offer was made, that 
he was aware of. 
— a said in that case he had thoroughly misunderstood the feeling 
of the board. . 
Mr. H. P. SrepHenson said that his view of the case was the same as that 
expressed by’ Mr. Nicholson. 
r. CROLL said he knew very well the purport of the decision come to by 


| which was to be given, and so forth, that it seemed to him to be like throwing 
cold water upon the proposal. All he could say was, that Mr. Arnott was 
ready and prepared, and was anxious to negotiate in the matter. 
Mr. Arrp said he should like to set the matter right. The board entertained 

the proposal of Mr. Arnott, and were desirous of following it through. At 

| their meeting a resolution was pro that the tenders for leasing should 
not be confined to one individual, but the company should advertise. This 
was not, however, agreed to, it being thought better that as Mr. Green, their 
new manager, had gone to Bahia, the directors should not discourage him by 
leasing the works, but ought to allow him the opportunity of fairly working 
the concern on its merits. 

Several of the shareholders asked to have the minutes of the meeting read 
when the first proposition to lease was made, and they were sent for. 

Mr. NicHoxson said that the explanation given by Mr. Aird had reference 
to another offer, and not to that which was made by Mr. Arnott. 

Mr. Arrp thought it was not so. 

‘The CHarrman invited the meeting not to waste their time upon a subject 
that really was not before them. If he recollected rightly, there were two 
proposals made to the directors to lease the works, but they came to nothing. 
if the meeting went on discussing this matter for an hour, they would not be 
a bit the better. 

Mr. Croxt said he was only expressing the opinion entertained by the 
ae . He knew that Mr. Arnott would not entertain the question if it was 
raised, 


Mr. Hunter Jones said it had been intimated that a larger quantity of gas 


was now made with a reduced quantity of coal than was manufactured 
the time of his connexion with the works. 

Mr. Crout had merely reiterated the reports as they came to the directors. 

Mr. Jongs made some further allusion as to the quantity of gas that was 
said to be made by Mr. Green, and remarked that when the half year’s stock 
was worked out it would be seen whether the assertion was true or not. He 
had nothing to say about the quantity of coal sent to Bahia, but he would 
like to see the sworn affidavits produced. 


The Cuarrman said they were not at hand. ir 


Mr. ANDERSON thought that if it would not be interfering with the other | 
business of the meeting, Mr. Jones might be able to tell them some facts as 
to the reason why the works had been going on so badly. 


assertion been made as to a reduced quantity of coals being consumed. _ 
Mr. Broruers said that as Mr. Jones had offered to answer any questions, 

| he should like to ask him about the difference in the valuation of the fittings. 

He believed that the board sent Mr. Blount to Bahia at considerable expense, 


Mr. Jones: He did. 
Mr. BrotHers : What was the valuation ? 


Mr. Jongs: £5529 11s, 4d. On some few articles he put the old valuation. 


He (Mr. Jones) only superintended it. ; 
Mr. NicHoson said that Mr. Jones was not in a position to answer the 


Mr. Brotuers thought that when an engineer was sent out at what he 


company ought to have something for it. It was a question for the preference |’ 
sharcholders. 

Mr. Nrcnotson said that this was a subject which he, as chairman of the 
Mr. Brothers had 


valuation than others would, and that his valuation was £5500 and some 
odd:pounds. Now he (Mr. Nicholson) wanted to.correct that by saying that 
it was about £4090. He could not speak exactly to the figures; at a 


ledger as £5500 odd was this: when Mr. Blount sent over his list of 
fittings and stores it was found that he valued the several items, but had not 
carried into the money column the sums which they represented, and had not 
It was no part, pothane, of Mr. Blount’s business 
to do that, ‘but it was not done even by the clerks. His report came vo 
with the figures applied to’ the items which represented the true valuation 0 
each individual article, but the sums were not carried forward and no ie 
total was stated on the list. In this way it came into the hands of . 
Hart, their accountant, so ‘he was ‘the person ‘who was more likely 
testify to the correct amount of Mr. Blount’s valuation than Mr. Jones — 
be, ‘who was ignorant: of it necessarily. The error in the account W . 
this, that the ledger value was not altered—the ledger value — 
rented the value of the fittings as about £5500, and it was not m st 
conformable with the correct valuation as made by Mr. Blount and — 
over to this country. In other words, the list of fittings’ had not per at “ 
Mr. Hart did not make a true assimilatio 


was the way in which the deficiency was to be explained—one = bet | 
represented in the ledger, whilst another sum was on the face parr nee | 
It might be asked how could the accounts be audited, and such a def at to 
as £1447 not be brought in at the time. It had as eres ys a 
be brought in last half year, when they met in April, as it - t they 
brought in now. This deficiency or discrepancy, call it wha lly 98 
liked, was then-as well known to their accountant and directors Benet ‘ered 
it was now. If it had been brought in at that time, and could be oeeb a“ 
to be a fair charge against revenue, why then the last dividend whi 


paid to the preference shareholders, six months ago, could vod gs te 


Mr. Jonxs observed that he should have made no observations had not the 














to them; but, under the circumstances which he ex lain 





the auditors were to be exonerated for not bringing it into the accoun! 
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then ; still he, as chairman of the Finance Committee, considered it now 
his duty to bring the official list before the auditors, and it was by so doing 
that the mene: om f became apparent. 
Mr, ArRp wished to observe, in regard to this deficiency being known to 
the directors at the previous half year, without any appearance being shown 
of its having been dealt with, that, though it was known to the directors, 
they thought the best course they could adopt would be that as they had 
been in the habit of making large profits on the fittings, no such profits 
should be dispensed until the whole of that amount had written 
off. Thus was it treated the last half year. If he had been nt 
when the balance-sheet was prepared he should have proposed to let the 
|deficiency work itself off, as in a few years it would have done. 
, Mr. AnpERson had been looking into the accounts of the company, and he 
believed that if the concern was properly man it would be a first-class 
affair, It was as plain as A BC that it was badly worked, but why, was the 
—. He found that by dividing the money received in rents from gas 
y the cost of coals used there had been in some years £6 5s. received per 
ton of coal; but latterly it had got down to £5, and in the last account it 
was as low as £4 12s., showing a difference of 33 per cent. of profit according 
to the coal consumed. The return from the sale of products, too, had dropped 
considerably, and he thought that these facts indicated bad works or bad 
management somewhere. 
A SHAREHOLDER said he found that each light had formerly brought in 
16s. per half year, but this half year the return was only ils. 
Mr. Witson thought the proprietors must come to the conclusion that bad 
management attended the concern. He could not think that the directors had 
done what —_ might. He believed they were upright men, and they might 
think they had done all that it was their duty to do, still he did not believe 
they had done everything oy ae bave done. There could be no ques- 
tion that the a wo had been unfortunate with regard to their manage- 
ment abroad. He hoped, however, now that fresh blood had been added to 
the board matters would be different. No doubt they were indebted to some 
directors for their investigation. The chairman had intimated the fact that 
no dividend was to be declared, but at the same time he told them of bright 
and brilliant things for the future. Well, it had always been for the future. 
Now, he did not think this was good policy, nor was it the proper way to 
meet things. There was still the same feeling amongst the an He 
thought that if the proprietors looked back to what their chairman had told 
them with regard to Mr. Green, their present manager, they would find that 
it was all very consolatory and good for the future. He recollected that 
the chairman had told them the same thing about previous managers, and 
he was sure that if the proprietors but reverted to the different calamities 
that had befallen the company, they would entertain the same opinion that 
he did—namely, that many of them might have been foreseen. He thought 
the plan of having a local committee was most important. There was 
another matter to which he wished to refer, and that was the expense of Mr 
Blount going to Bahia. He had gone specially from this country. 
Drmecror: No. 
Mr. Witson: Do I understand that Mr. Blount went out on other busi- 
ness, then? 
The Drrecror: Yes. 
Mr. Witson said it struck him, then, that £400 was a very large sum. 
Next, with oe to taking counsel’s opinion, the directors had done that 
without consulting the shareholders, and altogether he thought they had been 
carrying out the same kind of management, or, rather, mismanagement, that 
had led to most of the disasters in the railway world; they had been placing 
money to capital which ought to have been placed to revenue. He was quite 
sure that if jthey wished to bring about misfortune they had only to adopt 
that plan. The grand point of all, however, was with regard to their stock 
nee ape the valuation of fittings. It seemed to him to be most important 
that the company should get a real estimate of what the amount of their 
stock at Bahia was, because at vg they were left to depend upon what- 
ever the individual opinion of the manager might be. Then as to leasing 
the works, why surely, if they could get anything like a fair offer—anything 
like 10 per cent. and good security for payment of the rent—they ought to 
take it. Ifthe board were not themselves of the same opinion, he was sure 
the shareholders were. He should like to have the minutes to which Mr. 
Nicholson referred as to the first offer to lease read to the meeting, if the 
were at hand. 
Mr. Arrp said that the minute-book was not there. 
Mr. Wrtson said the great feature was that they had still a gentleman 
who was ready to lease the works. He said let them avail themselves of the 
opportunity. He had the = confidence in their new directors, and he 
that that was what they would try for. 
. BLAKE was sorry to see that credit had been taken by certain of the 
directors for an improved condition of the company. They could not forget 
that gentlemen sitting on his side of the table had long been recommending 
improved management, and the employment of competent persons abroad. 
¢ chairman had told them there was an increase of economy—that there 
was a constantly increasing number of lights, with a reduced consumption of 
eoal—and therefore increased prosperity to be looked for. He (or Blake) 
would tell the meeting what was the increase in the number of lights. Up 
to last June there was an increase in the twelve months of 782 lamps, yet 
the revenue from gas in June, 1866, was £10,906, whilst in June, 1867, it 
was but £11,179, or only about £200 more than what it was when they had 
782 aes toe. Only let them think of that, and it would be idle for them 
to tell him that an increasing number of lights had, up to that time, brought 
imcreasing prosperity to the company, and especially after he had heard of 
such management as he had done. It was only four years ago they were 
paid 4 per cent..as an ordinary dividend, Then they were told there was a 
Mmistake—that a large amount had been over-credited, and that no dividend 
‘Would be declared. Then, again, they were informed of a great saving in 
coal, but yet no additional dividend followed; and yet for such management 
as this the directors took credit. If anything could be a reproach, it was 
the continued mismanagement of the company for a period of seven years. 
directors had appropriated to themselves large sums for their attendance, 
while the shareholders had been obliged to go without their dividends. If 
y had such a risk in the concern as to induce them to take pains in the 
Management, they ought to have forgotten their remuneration till the ordi- 
nary shareholders had received their dividends and interest thereon. Then 
they ‘would have deserved a high compliment, and would certainly have 
Gained the confidence of the shareholders. With regard to the bill of ex- 








sane, Upon which it was estimated the company would lose upwards of 
£200, the directors hoped that it would not occur again. It was all hope; 
but my they knew stood for nothing. There was nothing on the cards to 
show that the company would not, in regard to this bill, lose every sixpencé 
ftheir money. It seemed to him to be like a family concern—one and the 
same firm, and of course if the firm failed they must expect to lose a good 
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this. He had had experience of the business qualities of Mr. Nicholson, 
who had lately gone on the board, and he should like to see more gentlemen}; 
like him; but certainly he for one was discontented with some other gentle- 
men who had a seat with him. He did not say this with any personal feel- 
ing of disrespect, but he could not help a orem J that the reputation of Mr. 
Croll as a gas engineer was the means of bringing the shareholders together 
who constituted this company. They relied upon his knowledge and the 
representations that he made as to the state of many gas-works abroad. He 
had told them that the gas company of Rio Janeiro made a large per mee 
and he had not the slightest doubt that, as their company was constitu 
under very favourable circumstances, they would be able to achieve a good 
deal more. But what had theyreceived? Why, about 2 per cent. upon the 
average since they had been in existence. He did not wish to detract from 
the abilities of Mr. Croll as a gas-maker, but he had certainly heard that he 
was a very bad financier, and results would prove it. There could be no 
doubt Mr. Croll had been the ruling power in their board, and that his 
abilities and his position as a gas-maker had misled othergeutlemen, who had 
followed his advice solely on account of his peculiar and special knowledge. 
That special knowledge, however, was of no use if it was only to mislead 
them. The proprietors had all the facts before them as tothe position of 
their company for the six months previously, and he saw but little hope, 
looking to their antecedents, of a better state of things for the next six. 
Their career had been such a history of a miserable want of success, that it 
had to avery great extent checked any sanguine expectations which the 
shareholders might otherwise have been induced to entertain. He would 
draw the attention of the meeting to the manner in which their stock returns 
had been made. They absolutely described their present stock of coals as 
2417 tons and Aths ofaton. Did any man believe that the coal had been 
measured to that nice calculation? It was monstrously absurd to try to 
delude business men in that manner, and he was sure that the confidence 
which the shareholders ought to possess was not at all raised by the trivial |, 
precision with which that measurement had been carried out, especially 
when they found, on the other side of the account, that matters were so ex~- 
ceedingly deficient. It was for the sharehold then, to decide whether 
the business of the company was to be continued in the same manner as it 
had been; and for himself he might say that he was not sanguine of any 
good being done unless some more new blood was infused into their board. 

Mr. OpitNG said that the dispute which had arisen as to the valuation of 
the fittings was a matter which he looked upon with the greatest suspicion. 
He had gone through the fittings book, and had observed how gentlemen 
had drawn up the report. There were a ea of fittings sent to Bahia 
which were never seen by the directors, and some of them had been taken at 
= price, and there were others which had been valued at considerably 
under, 

Mr. Arep said that the stock did not represent in value more than £100 of 
the fittings alluded to, and therefore he thought it bad taste for gentlemen to 
revert to such matters in the presence of the shareholders, simply because he 
happened to be a director, and his father was the person who sold some of the 
fittings to the company. If the object was not so, why was that special lot 
of fittings, which it had been said had not been seen by the board, brought 
into question on that occasion? If it could be shown that either he or hi 
father had damaged the interests of the company in any way, not a moment 
would be lost by them in setting the matter right. It must be contrary to 
the wish of the shareholders that any such aspersions should be made, or if 
not he should certainly retire from the company altogether. The insinuation 
was perfectly uncalled for, and utterly undeserved. 

Mr. OpLING said that his argument was, that things which were bought 
six years ago had been valued at cost price, and consequently that the valua- 
tion was overdrawn. 

Mr. Nicuoison said they had now got the minute-book. Of course that 
which he had said about the leasing of the works was only from recollection. 
He did not attribute to Mr. Croll that he was capable of making any 
statement contrary to fact; but when that gentleman asserted that the 
offer of Mr. Arnott had cold water thrown upon it by the board, he (Mr. 
Nicholson) could not help asserting that such a statement was inconsistent 
with what really took place. Mr. Croll’s remarks would tend to create an 
impression that the directors were not desirous of entertaining the offer to 
lease on any terms, and it was to correct that impression, and not to 
contradict Mr. Croll, that he (Mr. Nicholson) said that the board did enter- 
tain the principle of leasing, provided they could get a sufficient sum of 
money as rental, and security for the payment of it regularly. To show 
- = right, he would read the resolution of the board of the 28th of 

ay, 1867. 

Mr. LetcoHwortu inquired if Mr. Nicholson could first of all read the 
offer on which the resolution was founded. 

Mr. NicHoxson replied in the negative, for the reason that it was not in 
writing. There was merely a statement made to the board that such and 
such a person would make an offer, and therefore what the board were asked 
to do was to entertain the offer, as the party required that some official inti- 
mation should be given him to that effect. Mr. Croll’s statement was that 
the board never entertained the offer. The resolution was—“ A discussion 
having taken place on the desirability of leasing the works, it was resolved 
that it is considered desirable to lease the works’’—not to throw cold water 
on it—“ provided that the rent be equal to 10 per cent. on the amount of 
capital invested, and provided also that the proposed lessee be a party of re- 
spectability, and that the money which he would necessarily invest be 
deemed to be satisfactory to the board.” Supposing the same person had come 
forward and offered some such terms, with sufficient security, the board 
would not have decided the matter, but would have put it before the share- 
holders for their approval or rejection. He (Mr. Nicholson) knew privately 
from whom that offer came, but the name of the gentleman was not to be 
mentioned. At a later meeting there was a second offer made by another ir 
—a gentleman from Southampton—and ultimately Mr. Croll introduced the 
name of Mr. Arnott as a third person, and subsequently his offer was made 
in writing. Then came the discussion at the board which Mr. Aird had re- 
ported. These offers to lease made it appear as if there was money to be 
made out of the concern by good management, and the question arose why 
the board should not throw it open to the world, and so get the best price 
they could from those who were ready to compete for it. His idea of leasing 
the works was this, that if there was a ‘eae from any party, it was 
their duty to get the best price they could. ’ 

Mr. LamsBert said there was another company established on the same 
coast, whose receipts comparatively were greater than theirs. They hada 
return of £16,000 a year, and were paying 6 per cent. to their shareholders, 
He could not account for this in any way than that of good management. 
The population of Bahia was more than double that of the town which that 
company ligted, and, consequently, their works ought to pay better. 

Mr. Law said they had been told that the construction of the Bahia works 
was the most expensive of any in the world. This was not correct, for they 
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did, which paid 16 at one time and were now paying 10 percent. He thought 
these were facts which showed that although the capital of the Bahia Com- 

any was largcr than was desirable, yet still, with careful management, they 
ought certainly to obtain at least the same amount of dividend that was paid 
at Rio and Pernambuco, where active management was introduced. Gentle- 
men in this country might do their very best, but it was impossible that, at 
a distance of 6000 miles, their arrangements could be so perfectly carried out 
as they would be if they were present on the spot. He felt sure that if they 
had some persons of authority;at Bahia—some body sufficient to control the 
management of their works—their rental would be largely increased. When 
they found the rental was only about £4 14s. per annum, instead of £6 10s., 
surely some inquiry ought to be made as to the cause. He had gone carefully 
through the accounts, with a view to see what their Ta” were with 
regard to future dividends, He found, on looking through the last half year’s 
balance-sheet, a deficiency in the quantity of ges obtained from the coal 
amounting to the sum of £1000, which, of course, would have to be deducted 
from the profits they had made. He found also that, upon the trade charges, 
there was an excess of £100 upon the half year ending June, 1866, which 
he supposed was an exceptional item. He also found exceptional amounts 
of £86 travelling expenses, and £400 for the expenses of Mr. Blount’s 
journey to Bahia. There was also an item of £42 for bad debts, and £150 for 
removing the engine, which certainly would not occur again; and there was 
likewise a supposed loss of £250 upon th: bill of exchange, which in future 
would be avoided. There was also a difference in the valuation of fittings of 
£1447—making altogether £3682, no inconsiderable sum. On the other 
side there was a deficiency in the gas-rental of £480. He did not know how 
this had arisen, because the number of private lights had increased from 4042 
to 4287. In the two years previous to June, 1866, the rental averaged 16s. 
oa! lamp, whilst the last half year it only came to 13s. 1d. If these sums 

ad not to be met, and tesing into consideration £270 as their average profits 
on fittings, there would kave been sufficient to pay 10 per cent. upon the 
preference shares and 6 per cent. upon the ordinary stock, as well as the 
usual directors fees. There was no reason why these losses should occur 
again. The deficiency in the rental must arise from some cause which was 
removable, and he thought they had good reason to hope that next year there 
would be a dividend of 6 per cent. payable on the ordinary stock. Mr. Law 
then alluded to an azsertion that had been made in respect to the amount 
thet was paid him for his expenses in going to Bahia. It had been said that 
£300 had been received by him on that account. He denied this, and said 
that he had not received one halfpenny for his report. He had lost thou- 
sands of pounds by the journey, and the only sum he had received was 
something like £64, actual expenses out of pocket. 

A desultory discussion ensued on various topics, more particularly as to 
the charges made by Messrs. Law and Blount, and to an alleged over- 
estimate of coal made by the former. 

Mr. Law wished that the directors had consulted with him upon these 
matters before they had endorsed them. 

Mr. Broruers believed that more inefficient works were never constructed 
for the money than those at Bahia. He maintained that they were not pro- 
perly erected, and that there was a want of engineering skill for which the 
directors had to pay heavily at starting. He knew something with regard to 
the management of works at a distance, and could feel some degree of pity 
for his friends on the board. He knew they could not do in London what 
they would in Bahia. It was necessary for them to see, in the first place, 
that they had a good man to manage their works, and then they required proper 
supervision afterwards. He believed that if the Bahia works had been pro- 
perly erected and properly managed, the shareholders at this time would be 
in receipt of 10 or 15 per cent. 

Mr. HunTER Jones said that the work of Mr. Aird was the only portion 
that was well done. 

Mr. BroTHERs believed that the company had reached the turning-point 
in its favour. It had been bad enough, and was a disgrace to anybody ; at 
the same time it must be understood that the directors had not that control 
at first which was so essential to success. Misfortune had commenced with 
their first management, and their works being at such a distance had not 
improved their position. The attention of the board ought to be turned to 
remedying all evils, but no good would come by the meeting kicking up a 
row about it. If it was found that the board did not improve the manage- 
ment, why all the shareholders could do would be to ask them to resign, and 
then some of the gentlemen on his side of the table would have to go in. 

Mr. Maupe thought a great deal had been said which ought to have been 
discussed before the board. It showed the impossibility generally of large 
concerns being managed by persons at a distance. He concurred in the 
resolution that was come to by the board with regard to the question of 
leasing, but it would have been better if it had come from the general body 
of shareholders instead. Something of this kind he thought should be pro- 

osed :—‘‘ That, considering the disappointment with which the share- 

olders had seen the management of the company carried on by the board of 
directors from the commencement, the meeting is of opinion that the atten- 
tion of the board should be given to the question of leasing the works 
to a responsible contractor.” They talked of starting with 10 per 
cent. He thought that, considering the position in which they were 
placed, it would be satisfactory if they got less than that at first. Certainly, 
they were entitled to look to an increasing rental. He did not think, how- 
ever, they ought to lease their works at a fixed rental, because, like all other 
concerns, it only required time to develop itself. At the same time, if a 
responsible contractor came forward and offered to give them an equivalent 
to 10 per cent., he hoped the board would take the matter into their serious 
consideration, looking at it upon the principle of an increasing rental, in 
order that they might be able to pay a dividend to their ordinary share- 
holders, If the works were properly managed by a responsible person, no 
doubt they would pay very well. Mr. Maude moved a resolution framed as 
he had suggested. 

Mr. WuRZEINER seconded the motion. 

Mr. Arrp hoped the shareholders would not agree to anything of the sort, 
for nothing more unfortunate could happen. 

Mr. WuRZEINER: We cannot be more unfortunate than we have been. 

Mr. ArrD said that wasa mere matter of opinion. He still entertained 
the idea that the works would improve, and that their future would be a 
prosperous one. They had a new manager, and great benetits had already 
resulted from his working. By adopting the proposition they would be 
throwing a damper on that gentleman’s energies, for he undoubtedly was 
doing the best he could for their interests. 1t would, indeed, be very unfor- 
tunate if any such step should be taken at the present time. The directors 
took credit for nothing; they were sorry for the position in which the com- 
pany was placed. They candidly admitted the blame that had been cast 
upon them, but they took credit for nothing; indeed, there was nothing to 
take credit for. 

Mr. Crow said that Mr. Arnott was still desirous to lease the works, and 
was anxiously waiting their reply. For himself, he thought the company 
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would do better by managing the works themselves, and that it would he 
better to postpone the question until they saw the result of the present six 
months accounts. In the event of their not being satisfactory, then they 
might ask the directors to call a meeting of the shareholders, when the 
question of leasing might be considered by them. 

Mr. NicHotson thought it desirable to lease. 
proverb that ‘‘abird in the hand was worth two in the bush,” and cer- 
tainly he could not pay his butcher’s bill in promises if some return 
was not given for the money he had invested in the concern. He should, 
therefore, like to see the gentleman who would put down £12,000 a year 
for a lease of their works, due security being had from him for the pay- 
ment of the rent, which was the great thing in such contracts; and, more- 
over, that the works should be handed over in good order at the end of 
the lease ; and also that there should be a power to enter if there was likely 
to be any infraction of the contract. If they could get a satisfactory contract 
made on a lease of this kind, surely they did not require to be persuaded to 
accept it. He would advise them to strike while the iron was hot, to give 
power to the directors to treat with the gentleman who had made the offer, 
and let them see what kind of bargain could be made. 

Mr. BLAKE said that lessees ought not to be allowed to make their own 
proposals, Of course the board would have power to reject or entertain their 
offer as they might think fit. 

The CHAIRMAN said that, after the expression of the meeting, the 





directors, if they found a favourable offer, might take it into their considera- |} 


tion, and then call the shareholders together. He wished it to be seen that 
the directors were not unwilling to lease the concern. 

Mr. Lercuwortu said the directors would have the support of a large 
body of the shareholders if the question was placed before them. 

Mr. ANDERSON thought the only gleam of light that had been thrown 
upon the company’s affairs was the offer made by Mr. Arnott, in proposing 
to lease the works. He disagreed with the gentlemen who said that leasing 
was a bad thing. He knew intelligent men who were able to make works pay 
far better than they would if they were managed by a body, though they might 
be gentlemen of intelligence and good engineers. He was acquainted with 
Mr. Arnott, and he reiterated what he had said, that there was a gleam of 
hope when he saw such a gentleman coming forward to take their concern. 
There was some chance of a dividend when such a practical man proposed to 
become connected with them; and no doubt, if his offer was accepted, the 
company would have a good return before long. He conjured his brother 
shareholders not to be afraid of their concern being at a low ebb. They had 
men of intelligence at their board, who were able to measure, at all times, 
what their Property was worth. If they let their lessee have such an inte- 
rest as would pay him, they would be sure of good management, and good 
dividends, as a consequence, would follow, 

The CHAIRMAN hoped the mover of the second resolution would not adhere 
to the words—“ That the shareholders, being disappointed,’ &c. 

— resolution, ‘*That the report be received,” was then agreed 
to, an 
Mr. Mauve then modified his as follows:—‘‘ That the directors be re- 
quested to take such measures as may appear to them desirable to let the 
works of the company.” [Cries of ‘* No, no,” and A Voice: ‘That gives 
them too much power.”] Well, then, *‘ to call their attention to leasing the 
works to a responsible contractor.” 

A SHAREHOLDER: Of course, it must come befcre the proprietors for 
sanction. 

Mr. NicuHoson suggested an amendment, as follows :—‘‘ That this meet- 
ing approves of leasing the works of the company if sufficient terms and 
sufficient security can be obtained.” 

The amended resolution was then put to the meeting, and carried with 
one dissentient only. 

Mr. MavcHan moved—“ That the sum of £2247 4s. 9d. should be spread 
over the period of three years, instead of being charged entirely to the debit 
of the revenue account for the past six months.” With regard to the actual 
working of this half year, he said the profits were £2452 1s. 10d., and he 
thought that the large sums which constituted the amount he had men- 
tioned were so exceptional that it would be unfair to bring them all into the 
charge of one half year; that the preference shareholders had a right to take 
exception to it, and to desire that they should be spread over a series of 
years. By the wish of the majority he suggested, therefore, that they 
should be divided into equal half-yearly payments to be spread over three 
years, instead of being charged entirely to the debit of the revenue account 
for the past six months. 

Mr. Mavpe approved of this principle being carried out. They had been 
estimating things above their value. The mischief had spread itself over 
many past years, and therefore the sums alluded to ought to be spread over 
many future ones, so as to rectify the errors that had been made. If the 


| items were charged to the revenue account of a past six months, they might 





forfeit the dividend of the preference shareholders every fifth or sixth year 
by saying they had found out there were large sums to be met for the mis- 
chief of the past half year, and therefore there would be nothing for them. 
The suggestion embodied a principle that could fairly be carried out. 

Mr. NIcHOLSON dissented to the proposition. He could easily understand 
why the preference sharebolders should desire such a resolution, because it 
was exclusively in their interest. He would appeal to the preference share- 
holders yer sc, and hoped they would argue the question as he desired, calmly 
and moderately. He would ask them if, by sanctioning the resolution, they 
were doing an act of justice to their co-shareholders. As regarded the 
£1447, it had turned up during the previous half year. It was as well known 
in April as it was in October, but was not brought into the last half-yearly 
accounts. It had therefore gone over two half years already, and now the 
proposition was to spread it oversix more. Mr. Blount’s £400, too, had been 
incurred during the whole year. His labours commenced last October, and 
he had earned part of his money before the accounts were made up in De- 
cember. These were charges which ought therefore to be brought in ina 
fair revenue statement. Allusion had been made to the bill which had been 
dishonoured. They had written off half of it, because they were ouly 
looking for a 10s. dividend. Such a loss might not, of course, occur again. 
It would be extremely unfair, then, if such charges were spread over 4 
number of years. The ordinary shareholders had already gone without @ 
dividend for two years, and if the resolution was adopted it would be another 
three years, whilst the preference shareholders would get their dividends all 
the time. The ordinary shareholders, it must be remembered, were partners 
with the preference shareholders, and ought to participate in the profits as 
well as the losses. The items that were put in were not exceptional, but 
were such as would always occur, and did occur in all kinds of business 
transactions. Under these circumstances he considered that it would be 


| extremely unfair to distribute the items over so many half years a8 had 


| been proposed. 


Mr. Witson said there was no question that these sums ought to be charged 
to revenue, and he thought that would be concurred in on all sides. Cou 
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any principle be more unfair and against the spirit of the law that the bur- 
then of the loss should fall on the ordinary shareholders > If such a principle 
was adopted, it would be as if the preference shareholders were getting the 
best of the original shareholders by a mancuvre. 


Mr. Atrp read the 96th clause of the company’s Articles of Association. 


Mr. ODLING suggested that the £1447 be carried over a series of years, and 
one-third be taken off this half year. The other items, such as the expenses 
of Mr. Blount going over and the removal of the engine, were legitimate 
charges belonging to the half year in which they came. He would move to 
this effect. 

Mr. BrorHErs would second such an amendment, and said that they 
hoped some day to see the works paying 20 per cent.; but their preference 
|shareholders could not have more than 10 per cent., and could not recoup 
themselves for back dividends. As a matter of justice, therefore, he thought 
their preference shareholders ought to have something this half year. 


Mr. STEPHENSON believed that a good deal might be said on both sides, 
He thought the compromise which had been suggested by Mr. Odling would 
meet the justice of the case. If there was a bad debt, there was no doubt 
that it should be written off. Assuming that the valuation of the fittings 
had been returned properly, the preference shareholders would have had a 
dividend. It was a case poy | fitted for a compromise, and therefore he 
thought the suggestion of Mr. Odling was a very good one. 

The amendment proposed by Mr. Maughan was then altered by reducing 
the amount to £1447, to be carried over the next three years (one-sixth to 
be charged half yearly to the debit of the revenue account), instead of its 


being charged entirely to the debit of the revenue account for the past six 


months. 


A SHAREHOLDER: Have they got the money to pay it? 
“No.”) How could they pay it, then? 

Mr. Arrp: That was a matter within the province of the directors. 

Mr, ANDERSON advised the company to take care of the preference share- 
holders. They might want more money in time. 

The resolution was then put, when 16 hands were held up for it and 
8 against it. 

Mr. MaAvGHAN moved that a dividend at the rate of 10 per cent. be de- 
clared on the preference shares. (‘‘No, no,” and acry of * Order;”’ whilst 
some allusion was made to the Court of Chancery.) 

The resolution was then amended as follows:—‘‘ That the directors be re- 
quested to pay the preference dividend, so far as the balance of profit in hand 
will permit, after such alteration of the accounts for the half year ending the 
30th of June, 1867 ;” and this was adopted. 


On the motion of Mr. Brotuers, seconded by Mr. ANDERSON, the retiring 
directors—Messrs, Pownall, Croll, and Stephenson—were re-elected. 

Mr. Joseph Wright, the retiring auditor, was re-elected, and the meeting, 
which had lasted upwards of three hours, separated. 


(A Vorce: 





SINGAPORE GAS COMPANY, LIMITED. 


The Half-Yearly Meeting of the Proprietors of this Company was held at 
the London Tavern, on the 29th of October—Hrnry PALFREY STEPHENSON, 
Esq., in the chair. 


The Sxcretary (Mr. R. King) read the notice convening the meeting, 
and the following reports and statement of accounts, which had been circus 
lated amongst the shareholders, were then taken as read :— 


The directors have to report continued progress in the lighting of Singapore, for 
culars of which they refer to the report annexed, from their engineer and 
manager, Mr. E. J. Wells, dated Aug. 5, 1867. 


The balance-sheet to June 30, 1867, and appended to this report, shows the 
fi ial position of the pany. The profits for the half year are £846 14s, 7d., 
which, together with £51 9s., the unappropriated profit of the preceding half year, 
makes the available balance £898 3s. 7d. Outof this sum the directors recommend 
the declaration of a dividend at the rate of 74 per cent. per annum, less income-tax, 
on the preference capital; and a dividend at the rate of 3 per cent. per annum on the 
amounts paid up on the original capital, free from income-tax; the balance of 




















The report of Mr. Wells, the engineer and manager, was as follows:— 
Singapore, Aug. 5, 1867. 

Gentlemen,—At the close of another half year, I have again the honour to lay 
before you my report. 

It affords me great pleasure to be able to state the working of the concern is in 
every way satisfactory, and is steadily progressing. 

The rental, being taken monthly, cannot always show a regular progression, as 
trade in Singapore fluctuates. During the months of June, July, and August, trade 
is generally dull, arising from the small number of ships coming to Singapore during 
this season ; this has a depressing effect on the rental, say from 150 dols. to 200 dols. 
in the monthly returns, 

The total amount of rental for the half year ending December 31, 1866, was 
14,383.97 dels. Now, comparing this with the rental for the half year just closed 
(16,254.64 dols.), there is an increase of 1870.67 dols., thus making an average 
monthly increase of 311,77 dols. 


The collection of the rental has been upon the whole satisfactory, and you will note 
oy the balance-sheet the arrears are not so heavy, and the bad debts considerably 
ower. 


The sales of coke, breeze, and tar have exceeded my expectations ; the demands for 
these products being quite equal to what I can supply. 

The working account on the fittings and sundries has also shown good returns. 

In my last report I alluded to the appreciation of gas by the native population; a 
case in point will clearly demonstrate it. One of the streets which was not included 
in the original laying down of the mains, is inhabited by Malays and Arabs; they 
exacted a promise that at some future time a main should be laid down; upon the 
arrival of the last batch of mains they called upon me to fulfil my promise. The 
length of main is 693 feet of 3 inch; 28 houses have been fitted up in two months, 
which fully bears out what I have previously stated. 


The main in the Tanglin district has been laid out to the clubs, and also to 
River Valley Road ; 10 public lamps lighted ; 10 private houses fitted up, and also 
the twoclubs. 1t is my intention during the present half year to curtail the ex- 
penditure as much as possible, and utilize the present mains. 


The fitters are fully employed, and, to present appearances this half year, we shall 
be very busy in this department. In addition to the ordinary lighting of private 
houses and laying on additional lights, the new court-house, Christian Brothers’ 
School, and the Portuguese Catholic Church, will have to be lighted. 

The out-door illuminations with the Chinese commence this year about the middle 
of the present month. 


Referring to the works, apparatus, and mains, they are all in a good state of pre- 
servation, and the buildings in thorough repair. 

The system of purification with the ammoniacal liquor and the oxide of iron does 
all that is required, without the use of lime. 

During the present half year J do not anticipate any outlay in the works depart- 
ment, other than that arising from the ordinary wear and tear. I do not think we 
shall require any renewal of retorts for the ensuing two years. Some of them have 
worked 23 months, and the fireplace has been renewed once, To present appearances 
they will work as long as they have been working. I am in hopes to get fifty months 
working out of a bench. 

Upon the soundness of the mains and services I beg to refer you to my half-yearly 
report. 

Before closing this report, a few remarks on coals. The ca‘ from Australia 
which was to arrive here early in May, did not come to hand till the beginning of 
July, in consequence of the ship springing a leak, and having to put back into 
Sydney. They were transhipped into the Meg Merriles, and arrived safe. They 
have been laid down in the stores at a very moderate price; the return is 9000 cubic 
feet of gas per ton, and of ages quality; they produce also first-rate coke. I 
received advices from Messrs. Townes and Co., that at present freights areruling v 
high for the East, but they will use their best endeavours to ship coals at the limit 
given them. I hope the next mail’s advices will be that another cargo is on the way 
to Singapore. 

I now lay before you the increase in lighting, and total number of lights for the 
half year ending the 30th of June, 1867:— 


Number Increase during Total Number 
Lighted Half Year ending Lighted 
Dec. 31, 1866. June 30, to June 30, 1867. 
ee fe eee | Lee ee 351 
Houses lighted, . . . 539 ove ls “SHR s « os 0 
Private lights . . . . 4380 os ete ee ee Oe wee 
ia, See. 6-0 ~ ae > ot ate ia oR e my ec wt. ten Ge 


Cooking-stoves . . . 21 24 


Without trespassing any further are your time, I beg to refer you to the number 
of lights fitted monthly, which clearly shows we are moving in the right direction ; 











£3 14s, 2d. to be carried fowared to the profit of the succeeding half year. Jan. 105, Feb. 131, March 141, April 160, May 142, June 111, July 121. 
Dr. Balance-Sheet, June 30, 1867. Cr. 
To Capital— By Cashatbankers . . . - + © « £943 6 2 
£5 paid on 2000 preference shares . £10,000 0 0 Ditto in hands of secretary. . . . 0 16 10 
»  6959ordinary ditto . . 34,795 0 0 Bills receivable . . . + + + « 500 0 0 
ce > ide he 55 0 — sare as — £1,444 3 0 
° Office farniture . . . 2 2 « ee ae oe 166 111 
Sane chases. Works and apparatus . ..... £4,003 : : 
7 Meter account. . . . +. -« « « « ’ 
Feo ng ml Ae hres Ue esee erro ar te Tess 1s : Freight, insurance, and charges . . . 4,109 5 3 
i ll a a a i a Se 898 3 7 ——— 30,473 19 2 
Purchasecflend. « 2 eo we we eo we ec eo eo wo we 8 FT SB 
Retortaccoumnt . . . +. + 26 © © © © © « « 436 10 9 
Stockonhand. ... . ous 26 10 OE S.4 
Salaries, p ge-money of eng and workmen to 
Singapore, travelling expenses and wagesin England. 5,239 1 6 
Preliminary expenses and law charges. . . . . 828 12 8 
Advertising and broker’s commission a ae ee 263 3 0 
Rent of offices, land, stationery, general charges; au- 
ditors, directors, and local committee fees; rates and 
Re Sao os cere beeen 6 8° Sli ts on! 1 
as os) 86. Cod 6G. Orie ee 961 5 2 
Interest on capitalandloans . . ... =... + « 2,067 14 2 
Gas-meter rental, fittings, and sundries under collection, 2,310 6 7 
oe ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee 4712 8 
£52,081 16 0 £52,081 16 0 
Dr. Profit and Loss Account, from January 1 to June 30, 1867. Cr. 
7 eee... «0 « + 0 0 «0 1s « o SR SS By Balance of profit and loss, Dec. 31, 1866. £1,015 16 5 
Lime andoxide . .... © Sheer ese aire 615 0 Less amount declared as dividend . , 964 7 5 
Trade and general charges. . « + 6 © © © «© « 268 1 3 51 9 0 
eee a ae ee ee es ee 11818 1 Gem meetbn ccs ws 6 tk we ss (OSS 
Directors and auditorsfees . . . + © « « « « 205 5 0 Products, profit on fittings,amd sundries . . . 695 15 6 
Salaries and collectors’ commission . . . « « « « 42110 2 
Pe! Otten of tile) «) moe @ 6. bone ee ie & 
Interest on loans and debentures . pe we ante Ke 202 12 0 
EE eg eae” oe el te % 69 14 ' 
Bad debts andallowances . . . + +» « + «© «© « 1919 7 
Retort account . ek fe 0 CaO a) ee 900 
Public lamp gas over-credit (suspenseaccount) written off 115 17 10 
| Balance—profit for appropriation. . . . . +6 « . 898 3 7 
£4,485 11 10 £4,485 11 10 
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The CuarRMAN: It now becomes my duty to make a few remarks upon 
the report and the balance-sheet which have been submitted to you. You 
will see that Mr. Wells’s report is a very full one, and therefore I shall limit 
my observations to the balance-sheet and profit and loss account. Taking 
first the balance-sheet without the profit and loss account, I think the 
features of that are satisfactory. You will see, on comparing it with the 
 balance-sheet of the half vear ending December, 1866, that our capital called 
up has increased about £700, and that our debentures bave increased about 
$160, making a total increase in the capital of about £850—a moderate 
}amount, which has been expended in the laying down of mains, the 
| fixing of a duplicate engine and boiler and exhauster, and the extra services 
and meters which we have provided. Then you will also see, on the debit 





side, that, in respect to sundry creditors and bills payable, there is a decrease 
to the large amount for us of something like £3050; so that we have con- 
siderably improved our financial position since the last occasion when we 
met. The only increase of expenditure that has occurred has been for those 
‘matters that I have mentioned, which have increased our works account 
| something like £400. Turning to the = and loss account, the statement 
there, I think, is not so satisfactory as I could wish. When I last addressed 
you I was led to hope and believe that our rental at Singapore, increasing at 
the rate it was then increasing, would have produced nearly £4000 for the 
half year ending June last. My estimate, made four months before that period, 
has not turned out to be quite correct. Owing to depression of trade, and the 
bumber of houses which have been unoccupied, instead of our rental in- 
ereasing to £4000, as I anticipated, it has only increased to £3738, which is, 
however, an increase of £433 on the previous half year—that being the 
December half year~—and that has been done with an increased cost of coal 
of £171, which is a satisfactory feature. Our lime and oxide, trade and 
general charges, rent, rates, and taxes, directors and auditors fees, salaries, 
and collectors commission, wages, and interest on loans and debentures, 
are all much about the same; but you. will find on the debtor side of the 
account that, whereas last. year we realized a small profit on exchange, this 
year we have-a loss of about £70 im respect to that item. You will also see, 
on the debtor side of the account, that we have charged to this half year 
that which we pledged ourselves previously to charge, the balance remaining 
on the suspense account of the public light over-credit account. The bad 
feature in our account arises in the amount realized from products, profit on 
fittings, and sundries. From these amounts we have realized altogether 
£330 less than we did on the previous half year. This arises from about 
£220 less profit on fittings, which is always, to a certain extent, a variable 
amount, about £40 less profit on tar, and about £122 less profit on coke. I 
was in hopes that the amount realized from coke would be very much larger, 
but the deficiency arises from Mr. Wells having valued into stock in January 
about 220 chaldrons of coke, which in the succeeding June he returned us as 
breeze. We had but one course to follow, and that was to estimate our 
stock solely and —- it existed according to his return, and that makes 
the deficiency which occurred on the coke account. Hitherto our coke 
sales during the half year have been much more satisfactory, and they are 
/now gradually increasing. You see, therefore, that although we have £400 
more rental, yet these combined less receipts, and the extra item of £70 loss 
on exchange, with the £115 for the: public lamp gas over-credit, make our 
profit less than it was before; therefore we can — declare that which we are 
entitled to declare out of the fair profit of the half year—namely, a dividend 
of 7% per cent. to the preference, and of 3. per cent. to the ordi e- 
holders. If I compare the profit and loss account, not with the half year 
ending December, which I have been doing, but with the corresponding 
ear ending June of last year, the result is far more favourable than what I 
ve pointed out. ss these two half we have an increase of 
rental of £633, and a difference only of £7 or £8 in the results of the products 
for fittings and sundries; but on the occasion of that half year we brought 
into profit £173. from the profit of the previous half year. On this occa- 
sion we only bring forward £51. The depression of trade and the number 
of houses unoccypied at Singapore has been one of the great. causes that 
our rental has. not increased more rapidly than it has; in-fact, after April 
last it decreased for some months, notwithstanding our laying on various 
new consumers and extra lights to the consumers already laid on; but I am 
glad to tell you that since July last—I think the turning-point took place in 
August—we have. been gies better returns, and the last month’s returns 
that we had from Mr. Wells of the quantity of gas sent out during the 
month was the largest quantity we have ever sent out, it is fair to say there 
was a Chinese festival, and that a little extra gas was consumed then, for 
the Chinese are always rather free with the gas on those occasions, I am in 
hopes now that we shall have a very satisfactory increase in our rental. We 
have made one satisfactory purchase of Australian coal at a moderately low 
figure—34s. per ton—a lower figure than I am afraid we shall be able to see 
in for the presant. Freights are higher, still we shall have the advantage 
of being able to secure coals at what may be considered a moderate price 
for the future. I have now to move, subject to any questions. being put to me, 
which I shall be glad to answer—‘‘ That the report and balance-sheet be 
received and adopted, and entered on the minutes of the company.”’ 

Mr. B. Cooxz oy oy pee seconded the motion, observing that 
he could not say that he did so with very great pleasure, because it was not 
a brilliant account, still it was an honest one, and one that could be relied on. 
Though the company had not progressed with that rapidity which was de- 
sirable, still it stood on a solid basis, and altogether he thought their future 
prospects were good. It would require time, of course, to develop their 
resources. The company was conducted with the greatest economy and 
care. They had a good manager, and though it might seem something like 
self-laudation on his part, he could not refrain from saying that the directors 
watched over the concern with the greatest interest and vigilance, and every- 
thing was done by them that would be likely to make it a success, so that he 
hoped at a future time they would be able to declare a much larger dividend 
than they could at present. 

Mr. Rice inquired if there was any possibility of the directors being able 
to reduce the expenses of the company. He thought they were far too 
heavy, considering the income they received. 

The CHAIRMAN caid that this subject had not been lost sight of by the 
board. They agreed with Mr. Rice in thinking that the expenses of manage- 
ment were very heavy. The time had arrived when Mr. Wells. was in a 
position to give them notice to quit their service. He had not given them 
that notice, but had intimated to them the terms upon which he would be 
willing to continue, and these terms the directors had under their considera- 
tion at present. They were not, of course, personally acquainted with the 
peculiarities of Singapore, and therefore were not so well able to judge of 
what was requisite for the management of the works with economy, as they 
would be if the works were in this country. The subject of economy had 
been pressed upon the local committee and upon Mr. Wells too, and he could 
assure the shareholders that it would not be lost sight of. Economy in some 
respects had already been effected. The local committee thought it necessary 
in the early stages of the company to employ a law agent at an annual 














salary, which the directors did not now consider to be necessary, and the 
services of that officer had been dispensed with. The directors had also dig. 
cussed the question of medical attendance, which involved a charge that: was 
unknown in this country ; but otherwise it was a necessary and usual ¢ y 
at Singapore, and, at present, the local committee did not see their way to/' 
reduce it; still the directors hoped that in time they should be able to|| 
economize the expenses. It was his intention to compare their accounts and|| 
expenses with those of the Hong Kong Gas Company—it might be for the|| 
improvement of both companies—and in time he hoped to see some progress 
made in the matter of retrenchment. As yet the board had come to no 
decision in the matter; but he thought the shareholders might safely, anq 
in confidence, leave all to the directors. 
The resolution was put and carried. 
The CHarrMaNn then moved—‘ That a dividend be declared to the pre- 
ference shareholders at the rate of 7} per cent. per annum, less income-tax; 
and to the ordinary shareholders at the rate of 3 per cent. per annum on/| 
amounts paid on their shares from the respective dates of payment to June! 
30, 1867, free of income-tax, such dividends to be payable on the Lith of 
November next.” 
Mr. Cooxe seconded the motion, which was unanimously adopted. | 
The CuarrMan then moved a vote of thanks to Mr. Wells, the manager, | 
for the efficient manner in which he had discharged his duties at Singapore, | 
which motion met the approval of the meeting. i| 
Mr. A. WILLIAMS next moved, and Mr. Rice seconded, e vote of thanks|| 
to the directors, the former gentleman expressing a hope that when next | 
“9 a more satisfactory report might emanate from them. i 
e CHAIRMAN thanked the meeting for this renewed mark of confidence, | 

He must say that he felt disappointed, if he fairly expressed an opinion, | 
with their profit and loss account, for he had hoped that it would be much! 
better than it was. There was nothing, however, like letting out the truth, | 
and he trusted that as long as he had the honour of sitting in that chair, || 
whenever he. said the company was in a prosperous condition they would!! 
believe that it was so. I} 
GRAHAM then proposed, and Mr. MAINWARING seconded, a vote of!) 
thanks to Mr. King, the secretary. That gentleman, Mr. Graham said, was) | 
always most courteous in his demeanour, and ever ready to afford the pro-|| 
prietors any information they might wish for; and his accounts, moreover, | 
were kept in such a manner that they ought to be thankful. i| 
‘The CHArRMAN could fully endorse all that had been said with respect tol 
their secretary. If any of the shareholders required information he had’) 
only to go to Mr. King and he would obtain it at once, and in such detail)’ 
that many of them would be frightened at the mass of figures. i 
Mr. Kina having suitably replied, | 
The thanks of the proprietors, on the motion of Mr. W1tuiams, were!| 
passed to the chairman for his courtesy whilst presiding, after which the)! 
meeting separated. 


CHARTERED GASLIGHT AND COKE COMPANY. 

The Half-Yearly General Court of Proprietors was held at the Worksof 
the Company, Horseferry Road, Westminster, on Friday, Nov. 1—S. A 
Beck, Esq., the governor, presiding. 

The Secretary (Mr. J. 0. Philft ips) read the notice convening this meet 
ing, and the minutes of the last court of proprietors. 

he following report and statements of account were then presented :— 

It is with feelings of mingled satisfaction and regret that the directors, in sub- 
mitting to the proprietors their half-yearly report, have to announce the withdrawal) 
of the Metropolis Gas Bill—of the former, because enactments of the most arbitrary! 
character have been defeated; of the latter, because a great question still remains 
the subject of agitation, and the miscarriage of the bill will in all probability be 
followed by a renewal, in the next session of Parliament, of a struggle involving the 
expenditure of many more thousands of pounds, to enable the gas companies of 
London, not merely to defend their recognized and established rights, but also to 
maintain their — existence. It is, indeed, difficult to imagine that any bill which 
may hereafter be lai 








aid before Parliament can be of a more despotic nature than the: 
Metropolis Gas Bill of 1867 as originally introduced; but the proposition ofithe-selecti 
committee of the House of Commons, as expressed in their ‘resolutions: and report, || 
that the supply of should, under conditions, be handed over to the corporation | 
of London and the Metropolitan Board of Works respectively, will no doubt be the || 
foundation for the introduction of essive measures by one or both of those-bodies. | | 
The directors do not consider a hali-yearly statement the proper channel for a reply;|| 
to the studied and persistently repeated: misrep tions contained in the various) 
reports officially made to the local authorities, but they desire to assure the proprie-| 
tors that they will not relax in their watchfulness, or in their strenuous efforts to! 
protect the interests and property over which they preside. The special report made} 
by the committee to the House of Commons advocates, as an alternative measure, am 
amalgamation of the gas companies, with a view to a reduction in expenditure; and,,| 
inasmuch as unity of g t and a tration of manufacture would, in the, 
opinion of the directors, result in economy, steps will be considered, prior to the re-| 
assembling of Parli t, to give effect to this proposition. The directors regret at | 
add that the withdrawal of the Government bill was made the plea for a refusal, by;| 
the committee, to proceed further with the company’s special bill for the erection of| 
its proposed new works, except under restrictions which would have placed the|| 
company in a position of isolation and disadvantage as compared with.other companies. | | 
The course so adopted was’ the infliction of great hardship upon the company; but}; 
the directors will’ be prepared ‘to prosecute the measure anew, and it is hoped with) 
more success, in the next session. 

The litigation with the London fire insurance offices, which has on more tham 
one occasion been adverted to, has been brought to a close by a compromise sug 

ested by the jury and recommended by the judge who tried the actions. The 
Sirectore have never wavered in their opinion of the soundness of their case ; and it 
is only from a conviction of the extreme danger of resistance to a suggestion thus 
weightily enforced, that they have been induced to adopt it. I'he amount which, by 
the decision of an arbitrator, the company will have to pay, has not yet been ascer- 
tained; but, although unquestionably very large, it will fall greatly short of the 
amount originally demanded by the insurance companies. . . 

The directors Lave observed, with surprise, that the recent reduction made in the 
price of gas has, up to Midsummer last, not been met, in this company’s district, by 
an increase of rental corresponding with that which has been perceptible on the |; 
occasion of former reductions; this result being attributable, it is believed, partly, 
to the early hour at which the principal shops in the West-end of London are now) 
habitually closed, and partly to the removal of large numbers of houses in the City to} 
make room for railways and other improvements now in progress. _ 

_ The price of coal continues to increase, that of cannel coal being very largely 
enchanced ; but.a comparison of accounts will show that, whereas the ee _ 
had to make a considerably larger outlay — the half year in respect 0 = 
carbonized, the residual ucts-bave realized a less income than was shown at t 
corresponding period of last year. : . 

These fects a ou ae directors that, under all the disadvantageoue —* 
cumstances necessarily.attendant upon the manufacture at their existing = an me 
the maintenance of the parliamentary maximum dividend, even at the spear 
of gas, is no longer possible; and they therefore feel the more strongly an by the 
the refusal of Parliament, for two successive years, to grant, those powers by oan 
exercise of which alone + - hope to _ for their sh a 
fair return for the capital they have invested. q =e 

The trade cusninge dusting. the half year are sufficient to Rae a dividend 4 = 
rate of 5} per cent. per annum only;. but this dividend, the ent. per 
pleasure to add, will be supplemented. to-an extent at the rate of 1} per ome ed 
annum by the balance of the profit realized. by the-sale of the company’s med te the 
Boghead cannel. The warrants for the entire amount will be transmi 





























shareholders as usual, by post, on the 4th day of November next. 
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| mae TS 
, - —— £195,654 8 0 
| Brick Lane station— 
} |, Balance at Christmas . - » £184,243 6 10 
Expended this half year, 
| viz. 
For new maine £407 13 8 
Proportion of parlia- 
mentaryexpensesin 
respect of applica- 
7 tion for new works 
q at Barking . 410 16 7 
q — 84810 3 
; 185,091 17 1 
, Curtain Road station— 
7 Balance at Christmas . . £90,703 11 3 
f Expended this half year, 
7 viz. 
, | Fornew property £5415 6 
b | Proportion of parlia- 
4 | mentaryexpensesin 
|| |! respect of applica- 
Y) | | tion for new works 
»|| at Barking . 159 2 5 
.|| \ -——— 213 17 1 
\ ——— 90,917 9 2 
| 771,663 14 3 
| — 
| | £33,336 5 9 
Amount paid on call due June 24 ocee cc BME 86 8 
| Dividends remaining unpaid. 5,915 18 2 
| Debts due by the company for coals, ‘and to sundry tradesmen 
andothers. . ° . 10,575 0 ¢ 
Amount due to collectors for commission, viz.— 
Westminsterstation. . ... . . £716 2 2 
| OG . « «© « « « _— 303 17 11 
| Curtain Roadditto . ..., 152 13 4 
ences 68,193 29 5 
| Amount due for wages and peer era viz.:— 
| | Westminster station . er ae ae £759 8 10 
sue cig? lay age. igrk. Beebe 352 16 11 
: Curtain Roadditto . . . . 199 3 5 
. | ae - 1,302 9 2 
: | Amount due at chief office for contingencies. ‘ 199 0 9 
t | Balance of profit and loss, viz.:— 
3 i Balance to Dec. 25, 1866. £36,991 16 0 
y i] Less half wa s dividend on 
4 I £810. . . 86,450 0 0 
7 —_——_ £541 16 0 
Profit ofthe half year ending Midsummer, 1867, 25,604 3 3 
e 7,145 19 3 
y || Depreciation-fund, for gasholders and coal-store 
sal } on leasehold property, at Christmas, 1866 £979 5 10 
yi} | Add proportion for this half year 100 0 0 
- | ) Ditto dividend received on amount invested 13 3 3 
| —— 1,092 9 1 
¥}| || Contingent-fund at Christmas, 1866 . . £17,447 1011 
i i Add dividend received on amount invested js "243 10 0 
|| im a 
| £17,691 011 
« | Deduct proportion of parliamentary 
#1) | xpenses in opposing Metropolis 
ood I Gas Bill . oi we 7 £648 0 0 
y|! Saville House actions ‘ . « 8,773 130 7 
i | Accident in Summer Street. | . 1,125 17 0 
i ee 5,547 7 7 
r \ —_————_ 12,143 13 4 
rT } G.C. Glyn, Bsq., treasurer . cet ow wens « RSF 
i. i 
P ie £133,389 9 3 
a ee 
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To Coals consumed in the half year, including labour 


Stores, &c., used in the half year, viz. 
Retorts and setting, including labour . 
Lamps and lamp lighting, ditto, 
Genera! wear and tear, and mains , 


Less received for old and burnt stores : 
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Directors and auditors” 
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Interest paid on ‘loan from bankers . 


Pe 66 wd @ erga 


Dr. 


st, 2nd, and 3rd —— ‘ 
Fourth capital ; 


Expended, viz.:— 
Westminster station— 
Balance at Christmas 
Sagended this half year, 
viz. 
For new works . £2,830 18 11 
Proportion of parlia- 
meutaryexpensesin 
respect of applica- 
tion for new works 


at Barking . 1,110 16 0 
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3.971 7 10 
2,466 11 


7,996 4 
4,368 2 
3,736 12 
1,041 16 
1,484 14 
6,803 14 


£16,390 1 10 


17,141 14 1 


£1,011 12 6 
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175 0 0 
565 6 


613 12 
100 0 
709 1 


£136,575 7 
25,604 3 


£163,179 10 8 
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Balance-Sheet, June 24, 1867. 














Breese ... mpait | Abel 512 16 6 
itm Vien» 
Tar and other products, deducting labour . 3,945 2 
Poplar station rent account, balance ,. . . . . + « « 12 5 
Rents received . i-@ @% 387 8 
Profit realized by sale of Boghead coal . ; 5,280 0 
£163,179 10 8 
Cr. 
By Amount due to the company, viz.:— 
For rent of light at the sev oral stations, viz.:— 
Westminster station £36,989 7 0 
Brick Lane ditto. . 13,123 17 2 
Curtain Road ditto . 7,655 6 3 
~ £57,768 10 5 
For coke and breeze eold at the ane viz.:— 
Westminster station . , . £943 0 3 
Brick Laneditto. . . . . 1,147 9 & 
Curtain Roadditto , ... . 329 1 8 
2,419 11 7 
For tar and other products sold at the stations 13 1 56 
Balances of sundry accounts due to the company 8,166 0 1 
Treasurer’s accounts, viz. 
Balance of general account 7 ° £12,305 13 5 
Ditto of dividend ditto .s 156 0 6 
— 12,461 13 11 
Cash advanced to pay wages at the stations. . 1155 0 U 
Stores on hand, viz.:— 
Westminster station , . £2,683 6 4 
Brick Laneditto . , 2,529 6 11 
5,212 13 8 
Coals on hand, viz.:— 
Westminster station. . .. . £18,266 10 9 
Brick Lane . . , ee 6 S 6,135 16 6 
Curtain Road ditto ee we a? eg is 4516 7 9 
a ee ee 73 611 
29,092 111 
Coke and breeze on hand, viz.:— 
Westminster station . £73 10 1 
Brick Lane ditto . 27 12 1 
Curtain Road ditto 562 7 6 
153 9 10 
Tar and other products on hand 490 12 3 
Ship Dispatch 819 13 3 
Depreciation-fund, for gasholders and coal-store on leasehold pro- 
perty, invested in the purchase of £1198 5s. 10d. Reduced 
Three per Cent. Annuities . 1,092 9 1 
Contingent-fund, invested in the purchase | of £20, 844 Ile, “1a. 
Reduced Three per Cent. Annuities . % a 19,544 12 3 
£138,389 9 3 
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The Governor: Gentlemen, in coming before you on the present occasion 
I do certainly regret that we are only able to offer you so small a dividend, 
and Iam sure you will all concur in that regret. But I should still more 
regret if the fact of our being in that position arose from any cause over 
which your directors had any control, or if it had arisen from eny misma- 
nagement on our parts, I think, however, I can clearly show in two words 
that this is not the case. I will take, if you please, the dividends from 1866, 
when we paid you 12} per cent., and you must bear in mind that we, unlike 
other companies, have bad no reserve-fund ; that whatever profits we have 
made in the half year we have always divided amongst you. At Christwas, 
1865, the price of common coal gas was 4s, 6d., and cannel gas 63. per 1000 
cubic feet. Our coals at that time cost us £62,354; our rental for the half 
year was £137,413, and our products realized £24,909. At Midsummer, 
1866, the price of gas had been reduced to 4s. for common coal gas and 5s. 6d. 
for cannel ; the cost of coal for the half year, instead of being £62,354, was 
£72,596 ; while our rental had been reduced from £187,413 to £131,522, 
and our ) roducts realized only £26,148. For that half year the dividend was 
8} per«t., 2 per cent. of which was made up from the profits realized by the 
sale of «ur contracts for Boghead coal. At Christmas, 1866, the dividend was 9 
per cent., 1} per cent. of which was made up in asimilar way. Our coal during 
that half year cost us £67,762; our rental was only £129,461, and our pro- 
ducts realized only £24,219. At Midsummer, 1867—the half year the 
accounts for which are now before you, our coals cost us £79,421; our rental 
had only increased to £134,580 ; and our products realized only £22,918. So 
that, you see, comparing the last half year with the half year ending Mid- 
summer, 1866, our coals cost us £7000 more, and our products realized £4000 
less, making altogether, in round rumbers, £11,000. You can easily calcu- 
late what effect this has upon your dividend, remembering that it takes 
£4000 to pay 1 per cent. You will see at once that the difference in these 
two amounts will account for the difference in your dividends on the two 
occasions. These, gentlemen, are matters over which we have no control; 
we cannot cheapen coal, we cannot enhance the price of coke. Indeed, I am 
sorry to say that coals are getting dearer every day, and there is no prospect 
at present of their being cheaper. ‘These two items, as I have said, at once 
explain the loss we have sustained in our dividend. We, fortunately, this 
half year, are able, out of the profit realized by the sale of Boghead coal, to 
pay you an additional dividend of 1} per cent.; but our trade dividend is 
only 5} per cent. A great outcry has been made lately respecting the price 
of gas. I think the fact of the continually increasing price of coal and the 
diminution of our rental ought to be a sufficient answer to that clamour ; 
but, unfortunately, you never can satisfy the public, and Iam afraid that 
we shall again have to fight against their attempt to bring us under parlia- 
mentary obligations to reduce the price of gas. You are aware that last 
session a bill was introduced by the Government into Parliament for the 
amendment of the Metropolis Gas Act, and there was a very long inquiry 
before a committee of the House of Commons respecting this matter. Under 
the pressure of circumstances we agreed to reduce the price, and to give a 
higher illuminating power, in the hope that we should thus obtain a per- 
manent settlement of the question. We only asked that we should have 
the power, provided that if in one half year our profits would not enable us 
to make up the statutory dividend of 10 per cent., to make up, as we are now 
at liberty to do, the amount of the deficiency out of the surplus profits of 
the next year. The right to this had been previously conceded to the com- 
panies, both by the Government and by the House of Commons. The com- 
mittee, however, refused their assent, so that, if from any accident we were 
only able to pay you a dividend of 4 per cent. this half year, we should 
not be allowed next half year to make up any portion of the deficiency, even 
though the profits realized put us in a position to do so. Such being the 
decision of the committee, we could not accept the bill by which it was pro- 
_— to regulate the whole of. the gas companies of the metropolis; and the 

vernment, acting in perfect good faith towards the companies, withdrew it. 
Unfortunately for us, we had a separate bill of our own before that committee 
—a bill which was brought under your consideration twelve months ago, for 
obtaining a fresh site and erecting new works—and the chairman of the 
committee stated that they would not pass our bill unless we were prepared 
to accept the terms which just previously the united companies had refused. 
We felt that this was an act of great injustice to us, and though, unfor- 
tunately, we were put to considerable expense, which was thus absolutely 
thrown away, we could not accept conditions which would have placed us in 
an isolated position from every other company in London, providing that no 
bill was passed next session imposing similar terms upon all the rest. Mr. 
Cardwell, the chairman of the committee, approved our biil, and thought it a 
most admirable measure, but he refused to give us the bill unless we accepted 
these terms, and these terms we felt we could not agree to. Situated, how- 
ever, a8 We are, we mean to renew our application next session, for it is of 
vital importance that we should get our bill. Whether or not we shall it is 
impossible to say, with the present feeling of the House of Commons. I 
should hope that when the accounts of the different companies are looked 
into, and it is found that very few of them have been able, from trade profits 
during the past half year, to pay 5 per cent., owing to the reduction in the 
price of gas and the increase in the cost of coal, it will have the effect of 
convincing the public, or at all events a committee of the House of Commons, 
that we are not reaping those inordinate advantages which it has been 
imagined we do reap, and that they may be inclined to concede to us much 
fairer terms than they have hitherto been willing to givo. With respect to 
the question of wages, there has been an application by our stokers, and the 
men employed by other companies, for an increase; in fact, they wanted us 
to give them for eight hours work the same wages we now pay them for 
twelve. We went into the subject very carefully, and we found that, as 
unskilled workmen—for there is no skill required in connexion with their 
labour—they are the best paid men in London, and though it is true they 
are on the works for ten or twelve hours a day, they are not engaged in 
labour all those hours, for between the drawing of the charges they have a 
great deal of tine to themselves, so that their employment is not so severe as 
many other trades, in which no such wages are paid. We, therefore, after 
mature deliberation, informed them that we could not accede to their request. 
I do not know that I have any further rematks to make, and I shall there- 
fore, in the usual terms, move the adoption of the report. 
The Hon, Howe Browne (deputy-governor) seconded the motion. 
Mr, Doane said he had listened attentively to the explanations offered by 
the governor, but would be glad of some further information, especially with 
reference to some comparisons he was then about to make. The proprietors 
had before heard the statement that the deficivncy in profits was attributabie 
to the increased cost of coal, but this statement did not exactly satisfy him, 
and he would ask the governor to endeavour to point out the reason of the 
difference in the two cases be had before him. In the London Gas Company 


the cost of coals for the last half year was £40,740, and their rental for gas 
was £81.107; in the Chartered Company the cost of coals was £79,421, and 
the rental for gas £134,580 ; but the profit realized by the London Company 
out of their rental of £81,107 was nearly as much as thatrealized by the 











Chartered Company out of their rental of £134,580. In the case of the 
London Company the products realized within a trifle as much as the Char. 
tered Company did, altheugh the expenditure for coal in the latter company 
was nearly double. 

The Governor, ir explanation, pointed out the disadvantageous position 
in which they were placed as compared with every other company in the 
metropolis as to obtaining coal. They had no water-side premises, and were 
obliged to cart every ton of coal they used at all the stations, whereas the 
London Company could barge their coal into their works. This was the 
great reason why the directors were anxious to obtain a new site. They be- 
lieved that the saving in the cost of coals would more than pay the interest 
on any new capital they might want. Then, with respect tocoke, the simple 
answer was—the Chartered Company used a very Jarge quantity of cannel 
coal, which not only produced no coke, but entailed an expense for the cart- 
ing away of the refuse. 

Mr. Doane said he knew the company used a large proportion of cannel, 
but he knew also that the London Company supplied a western district, and 
had to use some proportion of cannel. The difference in the quantities used 
by the two companies did not sufficiently account, in his mind, for the 
difference in the results of the working. 

The Governor: I should think you cannot tell; IknowI cannot. We 
do not at all know what they use. 

Mr. Doane: I think we can give a shrewd guess. 

The Governor: I think not. 

Mr. Doane: Then if we do not know, it is time we did. At any rate, you 
can tell me the quantity you use, and I can make inquiry of the other 
company. 

: The Governor: We could only tell by asking them, and it would be a 
very invidious thing to bring that forward here. 

Mr. Doane: Other companies are paying a very handsome per centage, 
and you are only paying 5} per cent. 

The Governor: We use about 25,000 tons of cannel coal, but then there 
are different sorts of cannel; some cost 40s., some 25s., and some 28s, per 
ton, and that at 40s. not only produces no coke, but we have to pay for 
carting away the dust. 

Mr. Stewart: How do you account for the fact that, whereas the balance 
in 1865 was £46,368, this year the amount is less by something like 
£19,764? 

The Governor: That is the difference in the profit arising from the 
reduction in the price of gas from 4s. 64. to 4s. 

Mr. Stewart: Does it amount to nearly £20,000 ? 

The Governor: It amounts in reality to £25,000. 

Mr. Yoo (one of the auditors) said he wished to make a few remarks with 
respect to the observations which had fallen from the honourable proprietor 
(Mr. Doane) as to the relative working of this and other companies. Since 
he had had the honour of being one of the auditors this was a subject which 
had engaged his attention, and he thought it right, last year, to draw 
the attention of the governor to the very large excess which the work- 
ing of the company bore to that of other companies, with a view to obtain 
from him or from the officers some explanation, After the matter had been 
under inquiry for some months, he received answers which to some extent 
were satisfactory, and he felt bound to bear testimony to the correctness of 
the observation of the governor, that at the western station it was impos- 
sible to obtain results at all approximating to those of other companies in 
London, At the same time he felt it right to state that he could not go quite 
to the extent which the governor went, and say that it was not possible that 
even there they could not have some amelioration, when he found that they 
suffered at all the stations, not only from the increased cost of coal, but from 
the fact that at none of the stations did they obtain from a ton of coals any- 
thing like as much gas as was obtained by other companies. If, during the 
past six months, they had been able to get as much gas from a ton of coals 
as was obtained elsewhere—t. ¢., if for every ton of coal carbonized they had 
been able to get in charge to the public as many thousand cubic feet of gas, 
they might, in his opinion, have saved nearly 9000 tons of coal. This was 
a very important matter for a gas company, and in making this statement 
he was not making any disclosure injurious to the company, because all 
these things were to be gathered from the Blue-book. He knew it would be 
impossible to save the whole 9000 tons, because this company did not get their 
coal in as good a condition as other companies; but there was something 
with reference to the ‘‘ gas unaccounted for’’ which demanded very serious 
consideration. During the last six months he found that the unaccounted- 
for gas amounted to 21} per cent., which was very large in comparison with 
other companies. He thought that by taking proper steps to ascertain what 
became of that unaccounted-for gas—what become of the excess over and 
abcve that which obtained in other companies—they might be able to effect 
some considerable reduction in the amount of waste. He found that this 
amount was so large, so very large, that it must be ascribed either to exces- 
sive leakage from the mains and service-pipes, or from defective meters, The 
Chartered was not a new company, but an old company, and therefore he 
should not expect to find their mains and services in as good a condition a8 
those of some other companies, but he should have expected to find that in 
the last seven years they might have effected some economy with regard to 
the consumption of coal when he found such economy had been effected by 
other companies. He hoped the governor would be able to give some 
explanation of this very large excess. He begged the proprietors, how- 
ever, not to run away with the notion that by any amount of mere 
exertion on their parts the directors would be able to effect the necessary 
economy. It could only be brought about by a large outlay of money, 
which, if it had been expended in past years, must to a considerable extent 
have fallen pon revenue, as the capital of other companies was much 
higher in proportion than theirs. He trusted that they would be successful 
in obtaining the bill for which it was proposed to make application next 
session, so that they might place themselves in a better position with refer- 
ence to the delivery of coals, and thus be able to compare favourably with 
other companies, He hoped also that special attention would be paid to the 
question of gas unaccounted for, and that, in this respect, the directors woul 
on a future occasion be able to lay before the shareholders a more satisfac- 
tory result than they met them with that day. 

The GoverNox said, with respect to the question of the make of gas, lo 
understood from the engineer that they did obtain as much per ton of coa 
carbonized as any other company in London. The return he had before him 

showed that it was at the rate of 9537 cubic feet per ton. 

Mr. Yoor said be had not alluded to the quantity made, but to the quan- 
tity sold, which was not equal to the returns by other companies. 

‘The Governor said, with reference to that point, he might state that the 
unaccounted-for gas in 1867 was 21} per cent. When he first joined the 
board it was from 33 to 35 per cent., therefore there had been a considerable 
amelioration in this direction. He did not believe that any company 10 
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they had, but probably it was only an estimate. The question was whether 
they had station-meters to determine the fact or not. 

A Proprietor asked for the actual quantities of gas made and sold. 

The Governor said the total quantity of gas made was 778,690,000 cubic 
feet, and the quantity paid for was about 614,000,000. The unaccounted-for 
gas was about 166,000,000 cubic feet, but that included all that was used on 
the works, and which did not pass through the station-meter. Of course 
there was a large quantity used in the retort-houses of the three stations, 
There was also included the gas that was stolen, and that which was lost 
through defective meters, as well as that which leaked from mains and 
services; and he might inform the proprietors that, with the greatest care 
they could possibly take, every meter after a certain time worked against 
the company. They had had returns of hundreds of meters, and they were 
all found to work slow. The result of the whole was, as he had stated, 
that the unaccounted-for gas last half year was 21} percent.; and, although 
it was a matter which engaged the serious and constant attention of, he be- 
lieved every board in London, he again repeated, he did not believe that any 
company who accurately measured their gas by the station-meter could report 
a less return. 

Mr. EpENBoROUGH thought it might tend to a reduction of the quantity 
of gas burned at the various stations, if means were taken to measure it. 

The Governor said it would not necessarily reduce the quantity—it would 
enable them to test the amount of consumption only. He had no doubt, 
however, it was burned extravagantly by the workmen, but there were no 
means of preventing it. 

Mr. EpENBOROUGH said what he meant was, that it would reduce the 

apparent loss by unaccounted-for gas. 
r. GRay remarked that there could be no doubt the Chartered Company 
{had for a long period of time laboured under great disadvantages in not 
having water-side premises, aud probably the increased cost of their coals was 
thus not less than Is. 6d. or 2s. per ton. 

The GovERNor said the directors estimated it at 3s. per ton. 

_ Mr. Gray said that would form a very material element in the considera- 
tion when they came to compare account with account. He believed, as far 
as the directors and officers were concerned, every attention was paid to the 
interests of the proprietors; but they had many difficulties to contend with 
which must not be lost sight of. And they were nct alone in this matter, 
for the directors of all the metropolitan companies had had much labour and 
anxiety cast upon them of late. He considered that the agitation which had 
been fostered against them was disgraceful to all the parties concerned. 
He had a perfect recollection that, when the Great Central Bill was passed, 
Mr. Cardwell, who was chairman of the committee to whom it was referred, 
expressed precisely the same opinion that he had recently avowed in the 
report laid before the House of Commons on the Metropolis Gas Bill of 
|| last session—viz., that the established companies had failed to reduce the 
|| price of gas rapidly enough, and therefore opposition ought to be let in upon 
them. Now he (Mr. Gray) undertook to say that a more unfounded con- 
viction never entered the mind of any honourable man, for it was conclu- 
sively shown that the companies had reduced the price of gas periodically, 
without being called upon by agitation or anything of ‘bat sort. In 1848, 
the directors of the Chartered and City Gas Companies waited upon the 
Commissioners of Sewers, and stated that the price would be reduced at the 
following Christmas to 6s. The commissioners expressed themselves very 
much satisfied with the liberality of the companies in making so large a 
concession. But how long did that good opinion last? Why in four or five 
||months afterwards the very same body voted for the introduction of a rival 
company into the City. Ever since the establishment of that company a 
course of agitation had been pursued most injurious in its results to the 
companies, amongst whom the most obnoxious to the corporation authorities 
was the Great Central, which they were mainly instrumental in bringirg for- 
ward. But that was the natural order of things, and would always be the case 
if people conceded to clamour, and did not allow themselves to be influenced 
by common sense. He earnestly trusted that in the present crisis the gas com- 
panies would act with firmness, and not make concessions which were not 
fairly warranted by the circumstances of the case. In fact it seemed useless 
to concede anything, for if they made one concession to-day, a further 
concession would be asked for to-morrow. Let the companies act with firm- 
ness, strong in the integrity of their position, and not yield to idle 
clamour, nor to the unwarranted dictation of a committee of the House 
of Commons. It was possible that such a committee, by an adverse report, 
might injure or destroy his property, but even with such a prospect he 
|| Was not disposed to yield when he knew that the course he had all along 
jand was still pursuing, was based on right and honourable principles. 
|He believed that distinguished individual, Mr. Cardwell, had taken 
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£6 13s. 4d. per cent. when the prices shall be reduced to 5s 4d. per 1000 
cubic feet of cannel coal gas and 4s. per 1000 cubic feet of common coal gas, 
witbin the districts where the present charges are 6:. and 4s, 6d. respectively. 
My scheme proposes to reduce this large body from 115 to 36, of which I 
propose that 28 members shall be named by the shareholders of the existing 
companies, and 7 by the Metropolitan Board of Works’’—(no doubt they 
would work very harmoniously together!)—‘‘ and that the 35 thus selected 
shall select a chairman, either from their own body or from the body of 
shareholders generally, in the same manner as the chairman of the Metropo- 
litan Board of Works is elected under the Metropolis Local Management Act.”’ 
He (Mr.Gray) doubted whether insuch an amalgamated company he should ever 
ever be elected as chairman, and if elected he was sure he should find it utterly 
impossible to manage such a board of directors. ‘*The introduction of nominee 
members is an innovation for which a precedent has been established in the 
Sheffield Gas Act, 1865." ‘*The remuneration to this body of directors 
should be liberal enough to secure the services of really competent persons, 
and I apprehend that £1000 for the chairman, £500 for each of the seven 
vice-chairmen and chairmen of committees, and £5500 per annum to be 
distributed amongst the remaining 28 directors, in proportion to their at- 
tendance, would not be deemed an extravagant sum for such services as are 





present expenditure under this head, and is a large instalment towards the 
reserve-fund which I propose to create. Four elected and one nominee 
directors, to be designated, in the first instance, by lot, and afterwards by 
seniority of election or nomination, should retire from office every six 
months, but be eligible for re-election.” What did the ge think of 
such an arrangement as this? The result inevitably would be that they 
would always be in a state ot hopeless confusion, and he was certain that 
such a plan could not by possibility promote the interests of the companies. 
In the concluding portion of his letter Mr. Barlow said, and he (Mr. Gray) 
was sure the proprietors would be glad to hear it: “Some apology is, per- 
haps, due from me for this intrusion, but the interest I have for years taken 
in this question will, I trust, be accepted as a sufficient excuse. I still am, 
as I was when I addressed Lord Carlisle, in 1849, without pecuniary interest 
in any gas company in this country”—(that was reasonable to believe)— 
‘but as a consumer of gas, and as one of the public, I have taken the matter 
up without edopting the extreme views of either of the parties who have | 
been in communication with you thereon.” Now this letter, addressed to/| 
Sir G. C. Lewis by Mr. Barlow, in 1859, no doubt Mr. Cardwell had been 
made acquainted with, and perhaps it was his justification for the suggestions 
he made and the course he pursued and recommended. As the chairman had 
already stated, the companies retired from the committee, and he thanked | | 
God they did retire, for his own feeling was that if the companies exhibited | | 
any truckling subserviency, the worse it would be forthem. The question 
now for their consideration was, the course to be adopted. For his own part, 
he did not believe an amalgamation would promote economy, vor would it 
stave off opposition ; in fact, the existence of a gigantic amalgamation would | | 
rather promote antagonism to the companies. At the present time, the 
Commercial, Great Central, and City Companies were working more ad- 
vantageously than the two great companies, the Imperial and Char-| 
tered. It was a singular coincidence that the Imperial and the Char-|| 
tered companies, taking rental and the cost of fuel, were precisely | 
the same. The rental of the Imperial was £244,000, and the cost || 
of fuel £134,000, leaving £24,200 unaccounted for—?.e., the rental), 
they received did not sufficiently represent the cost of the coal con- || 
sumed by that sum, which was about the same deficiency as was exhibited by | 
the Chartered Company. Therefore the two great companies were doing | 
worse than the smaller companies. The chairman seemed tv think that if|| 
the latter company could obtain permission to purchase a site on the banks 
of the Thames the saving to be effected in the cost of coal would in time}, 
more than compensate for the necessary increase of capital. He (Mr. Gray) | | 
sincerely hoped the anticipation would be realized, but he somewhat doubted 
it; however, he was quite sure of this, that the directors would do every-|| 
thing in their power to promote the interests of the company. He was|| 
sorry to find they were not in more prosperous circumstances, but he) 
believed the causes of their present depression were such as the directors | 
had no control over. With regard to the quantity of gas made, it was 
about the same as that obtained by the City Company—not more nor less. 
He believed the leakage was in excess of other companies, but no doubt 
there were causes for that excess which might easily be understood. 
The GoveRNoR said the proprietors were aware that the company supplied 
two different kinds of gas; they, therefore, had duplicate sets of maius, and | 
of course a leakage on each. 
Mr. Gray said, as far as regarded the amalgamation of the companies, he | 











his suggestions in reference to the amalgamation of the metropolitan com- 
| panies from a letter addressed by Mr. Barlow, in 1849, to Sir G. C. Lewis, 
the then Secretary of State for the Home Department. In that letter, 
amongst other things, Mr. Barlow made the following propositions on the 
|Subject of an amalgamation :—‘‘That the provisions of the Gas-Works 
| Clauses Act, 1847, shall be incorporated in the Act of the amalgamated com- 
|pany;’’ and “That the profits to be divided in any one year amongst the 
|Shareholders of the amalgamated company shall not exceed £6 13s. 4d. per 
|eent. on the ordinary paid-up share capital.” Now, many of those persons 
| who had bought shares in the companies had paid 50 per cent. premium upon 
|them, and this was how it was proposed they should be mulcted. ‘That 
|the reserve-fund shall not exceed one-fortieth part of the nominal capital of 
| the company. That all new stock which may be issued by the amalgamated 
company shall be sold by auction, and, if sold at a premium, the premiums 
| shal not be considered as part of the capital of the company entitled to divi- 
|| dend. That the maximum price for cannel coal gas supplied by the amal- | 
| amated ey! within the limits of the Metropolis Local Management 
| Act, 1855, shall be 6s. per 1000 cubic feet; and of common coal gas 4s. 6d. 
¥ Per 1000 cubic feet, except in the City of London and the liberties thereof, 
| and in those parts of the districts of Limehouse, Mile-End Old Town, Poplar, 
and W ~ ee oy which are now supplied with gas by the Commercial Com- 
ny, where the maximum price shall be 4s. per 1000 cubic feet, with a rent 
or the hire of meters equal to 124 per cent. on their cost; and that the 
Maximum price for cannel coal gas supplied by the company beyond the 
limits of the before-mentioned Act shall [ 6s. 8d., and for common coal gas 
5s. per 1000 cubic feet. That the amalgamated company shall be managed 
y a chairman and 28 directors, to be elected by the shareholders from 
amongst the directors of the existing companies, and by 7 directors to be 
tamed by the Metropolitan Board of Works. That so long as the charge for 
cannel coal gas supplied by the company within the limits of the Metropolis 
al Management Act, 1855, shall exceed 5s. 8d. per 1000 cubic feet and 
4s, 3d. per 1000 cubic feet for common coal gas, the company shall not be 
authorized to divide more than 5 per cent. on their ordinary paid-up share 
capital.”—(what was to become of those who had paid 50 per cent. upon 
their shares ?)—* nor more than 6 per cent. when the prices shall have been 
{Teduced to the above rates, but that they shall be permitted to divide 














would most strenuously oppose any scheme of the sort which did not secure 
for them that protection to which they were entitled. He deprecated strongly 
the course pursued by the corporation and the Metropolitan Board in pro- | 
moting the agitation against the companies, and regretted sincerely that | 
those who were so active in conducting it were not obliged to pay the ex-| 
penses instead of being allowed to dip their fingers into the public purse. 

Mr. Scorr said the first item in the account was £79,421, for coals con- 
sumed during the half year, which in round numbers he took to represent 
about 80,000 tons, | 

The GovEeRNok said the exact quantity used was 81,649 tons. | 

Mr. Scorr remarked that of the £79,421, about £4000 was paid to the} 
corporation in the shape of coal dues, and the total yearly sum thus paid to 
the chief opponents of the company was.nearly £8000. He was quite aware, 
that the tax was levied under the authority of an Act of Parliament; but; 
he hoped to live to see the day when the corporation, which squandered their | 
money in sumptuous living, would be deprived of the right thu; ‘» dip their | 
hands into other people’s pockets. So far as the starving poo. | London! 
were concerned, the coal-tax was a grievous injustice; and, s» (ar as this | 
company was concerned, it certainly seemed a gross invasion of every prin- | 
ciple of justice, that the corporation should first tax them to the extent of | | 
£8000 a year, and then agitate to reduce the value of their property. 

Mr. Price said he thought the discussion which had taken place was of a; 
healthy character, and that the explanations the governor had given would | 
enable those who held shares in other =_ to satisfy themselves on | | 
most of the points that had been raised. There remained, however, some | 
little difference between the governor and Mr. Yool, which, no doubt, the 
directors would give their consideration to before the next meeting of the 
proprietors. As a shareholder in the London Company, he might state a fact 
for the information of Mr. Doane, which would show that the comparison made 
between that company and the Chartered was not a correct one. For many 
years past the London Company had taken something like £16,000 annually 
out of revenue to replace leasehold works with freehold. The leasehold 
works were not so convenient as the freehold, for on the latter they could || 
easily remove their coal direct from the barge into the retort-house. The | 
Chartered Company, with the sanction of the proprietors, had always, as the | 
governor had stated, divided the profits of their working up to the hilt; the 
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London Company had not done so, but had reduced their capital very con- 
siderably by replacing, out of revenue, leaseholds by freeholds. In stating 
this fact, he made no complaint as to the policy of the Chartered Company, 
he only mentioned it to show that, in drawing a comparison between them 
and the London, this circumstance must be taken into consideration. He 
agreed with what had fallen from the honourable proprietor near him (Mr. 
Scott), with regard to the corporation of London. He had no love or respect 
for the corporation; a more contemptible and incompetent public body he 
supposed it would not be possible to find. It was, in fact, the great obstruc- 
tion in the metropolis at the present day. The corporation adhered tena- 
ciously to old traditions and practices, which, if they had any merit or use 
in them originally, had long since become obsolete and were now simply 
ridiculous, 
were extremely desirous of reform, but it was the reform of everybody except 
themselves; although when one came to look a little into corporation doings, 
it would seem as if it might be advantageous to begin the work at home. 
A little while ago a proposition was made in the council to tax the citizens 
in a very handsome sum for tue purchase of a picture taken on some special 
occasion, and which contained the portraits of members of the corporations, 
some of whom, though not present at the time, appeared in the picture in 
costumes which they had no right to. Fortunately for their constituents, 
there were members of the court present with a mocicum of common sense, 
who succeeded in overthrowing so preposterous a motion. It was only the 
other day, too, that a proposal was made for doing away with that mon- 
strosity—the Lord Mayor’s coach; but the moment it was broached, Mr. 
Dresser Rogers, the would-be reformer of the gas companies and everybody 
else but himself, was up in arms, and the cry was raised that the country 
was going to ruin unless that bauble coach, weighing 3} tons, was allowed 
to choke up the London thoroughfares on the 9th of November. It did seem’ 
preposterous that men who could stand forward as the champions of such 
absurdities, and be the defenders of such nuisances, should be so eager for a 
change in the gas administration of the metropolis, and that in seeking to bring 
it about they were reckless of the fact that upon the interest of the money 
invested in such undertakings, which interest was imperilled by their pro- 
ceedings, 80 many were dependent for their support and maintenance. There 
was one point upon which he (Mr. Price) did not agree with Mr. Gray. He 
was always sorry to disagree with that gentleman, for he considered him as 
the father of London gas proprietors; but, with reference to the question of 
amalgamation, he could not help saying, with all deference, that in some 
shape or other he thought an amalgamation would have to take place. The 
companies had practically begun it by districting. That system of dis- 
tricting, admirable as it was in conception and in practical operation, was a 
kind of amalgamation, because all the companies thereby agreed not to com- 
pete in certain districts. The principle was conceded when that arrange- 
ment was made, and, with all respect to the opinion of Mr. Gray, he 
thought its application might be extended with advantage to them 
all. During the last session he had had frequent opportunities for con- 
versation with many Members of Parliament, and though he found an 
opinion existing amongst them that gas and water supply, not only in Lon- 
don but in the provinces, should be in the hands of the local authorities, he 
had not met one who had not denounced in the strongest terms the recent 
attempt at spoliation by the corporation and Metropolitan Board. Before he 
sat down he wished to inquire, first, what was the meaning of the item in the 
account, £709 for interest paid to bankers; and, secondly, whether the £3773 
taken from the contingent-fund on account of the Saville House actions 
a the entire liability of the company in connexion with that 
accident. 

The Governor said the latter amount was simply for costs paid up to the 
present time. 

Mr. Gray wished it to be understood that he was not indisposed to the 
principle of amalgamation, but he was indisposed to the notion of one com- 
pany embracing the whole, which he believed would be extremely disadvan- 
jj tageous. He was quite prepared to accept an arrangement with one or two 
companies to see whether any economy of expenditure could be obtained, and 
a reduction of the price of gas effected. He had no hesitation in saying that 
the expenses thrown upon the metropolitan gas companies during the last 
few years to protect their property was nearly £100,000. 

Mr. EpennorovcH asked whether the governor was in a position to 
give any information as to the Saville House arbitration. 

The Governor said nothing had as yet been settled, but there was no 
doubt the claim would be a very heavy one. 

A Proprtetor asked how long the Boghead coal contract was likely to 
continue, and whether it would realize another 1} per cent. 

The Governor said they had now come to the end of it. 

A Proprietor asked whether the £1125 charged against the contingent- 
fund covered all the loss from the accident in Sumner Street. 

The Governor said not quite. There remained the cost of reinstating 
two small cottages, but that would not be large. With reference to Mr. 
Price’s inquiry about interest to bankers, he stated that the company were 
continually borrowing, on account of the narrowness of their working capital. 
The directors thought it better to borrow money at the current rate than to 
call up the small balance remaining of their share capital, upon which divi- 
dend would have to be paid. 

The motion for the adoption of the report was then put, and carried 
unanimously. 

The Governor brought up the following minute from the court of 
directors :—** Directors Minutes, Oct. 22, 1867.—Resolved, that a dividend at 
the rate of 6} per cent. per annum for the half year ending at Midsummer 
last be now declared and reported to the general court of proprietors to be 
held on the Ist of November next.’ 

On the motion of Mr. EpenporovGH it was then resolved—‘ That 
the dividend declared by the court of directors be approved and adopted, and 
be paid by warrants upon the treasurer, to be transmitted to the shareholders 
by post on the 4th inst.” 

On the motion of Mr. Pricer, the retiring auditors were re-elected. 

Mr. BARKER returned thanks for himself and colleagues. 

Mr. Yoou begged permission to say a word or two under the special cir- 
cumstance of having appeared to take an adverse view to that adopted by the 
directors. He wished to assure the meeting that he was not actuated by any 
feeling of ill will towards the board in the observations he had made; but, 
having before raised the question, he thought he was justified in bringing it 
before the meeting, and he had no doubt it would receive the attention of 
the directors and their officers. 

On the motion of Mr. Gray, a cordial vote of thanks was passed to the 
governor, deputy-governor, and directors, for their attention to the affairs of 
the company during the last half year. 

The Governor thanked the meeting on behalf of his colleagues and him- 
self for this kind expression of their confidence and approval. He could 
assure the proprietors that very few of them could tell the amount of anxiety 
and labour which had devolved upon the board. The directors had no easy 





There were, however, certain members of the corporation who 





task when a bill was before Parliament so adverse to the interests of gas 
companies as the bill of last session. They had, during the last six months, 
left no stone unturned to protect the interests of their constituents, and it 
was a great gratification now to receive their thanks. With reference to the 
proceedings at this meeting, he could only say he was thankful to hear such 
remarks, because they gave him the opportunity of offering explanations, 
which it was always a satisfaction to him to give. He could truly say there 
was not one item of account or one transaction that the directors wished to 
conceal from the proprietors. Oa all occasions they were ready to explain 
everything, whether it told for them or not. 
The proceedings then terminated. 





Srrike At THE Preston GAs-Works.—In last Saturday’s Chronicle we 
stated that on the previous day a deputation of the stokers employed at the 
gas-works waited upon Mr. Green, the gas company’s engineer, and de- 
manded an increase of their wages, &c., and that Mr. Green promised to lay 
their claims before the directors, and to make known their decision on the 
following Monday, on condition that the men returned to their work, 
Hitherto there have been two “‘sets’’ of stokers, one ‘‘set” for the night 
and the other for the day. Each ‘“‘set’’ were nominally employed for twelve 
hours, but actually only ten hours, and of this time even they had a cessa- 
tion from labour of about five hours and a half. The stokers, who number 
from forty to fifty, ‘“‘charged’’ the retorts at six, eight, ten, twelve, two, 
and four o’clock respectively, and each ‘‘charge” took about fifty minutes, 
After ‘‘charging,” the men would have nothing to do for a little over an 
hour—until the retorts were again ready for using. The wages they received 
were 26s. per week each. The demands of the men were, that, instead of 
two “sets,” as heretofore, there should be three, each ‘‘set’’ to be employed 
for eight hours, and that the wages should be increased from 26s. to 28s. per 
week. The matter was duly laid before the directors of the company, and 
they decided not to accede to the men’s demands. On the decision being 
made known to the men on Monday they at once ‘‘struck” work. The com- 
pany were, of course, put to some inconvenience for a time, and for two or 
three nights this week the lamps (through the kindness of Mr. Armytage, the 
borough surveyor) in some of the streets have not been lighted, the supply of 
gas being insufficient. Fortunately the sky has been pretty clear, and through 
the presence of moonlight, the want of gas in the streets has not been felt 
so much as it might otherwise have been. The company has succeeded in 
obtaining a sufficient number of men to fill up the places vacated by those 
on strike, so that it will suffer but little loss through the ‘‘ turn-out.” 
Several of the ‘‘ turn-outs” have, we are told, taken a better view of matters, 
and applied to be reinstated; in a few cases the company have taken on the 
applicants again, and in others they have refused. Yesterday, a deputation 
of the ** turn-outs” waited upon Mr. Green, and requested to be taken into 
the company’s service again, but the application was refused. Athough the 
men were liable to prosecution for leaving work without notice, we are 
informed that they will not be proceeded against, but that they will be paid 
for their labqurs up to the time they turned out, We may add that valuable 
assistance was rendered to Mr. Green by Messrs, Henry and Daniel Ashcroft, 
who sent up a large staff of men to assist him in the emergency.—Preston 
Chronicle. 

OccURRENCE OF SULPHOCYANIDE OF AMMONIUM IN Gas-Marns.—Mr. 
P. Hart, in a paper read before the Manchester Literary and Philosophical 
Society, states that a few months ago, while some gas-mains in the street were 
being replaced, he was induced to examine the scale which forms in the 
interior, being under the impression that probably he should find sulphide of 
iron the result of long continued action of sulphide of hydrogen on the iron. 
On placing a portion of this scale in pure hydrochloric acid, he perceived an 
intense reddening, much more than would be accounted for by the simple 
solution of peroxide of iron, and being aware of the fact of sulphocyanogen 
being one of the products of the distillation of coal, he at once suspected its 
presence. A portion of these scales was boiled in water. The clear filtrate 
from this gave off much ammonia on the addition of alkali, and on the addi- 
tion of a dilute solution of perchloride of iron it gave at once the 
intense coloration so characteristic of the sulphocyanides. The insoluble 
portion remaining on the filter was then boiled in dilute caustic soda; the 
filtrate from this made acid, and a solution of ferric oxide again added, this 
time with the production of a blue precipitate indicative of a ferrocyanide. 
This must have existed as ferrocyanide of iron, which on boiling with the 
alkali became oxide of iron and ferrocyanide of sodium. There appeared to be 
something curious in the fact of these bodies being carried such a distance (in 
this case fully a mile from the gas-works) by the gaseous current. He thinks 
the ferrocyanogen is the result of a reaction between the sulphocyanogen and 
the metallic or oxide of iron. The amount of these bodies must be far too 
small to have any bad effect on the health of gas consumers. 7 

TRINIDAD AsPHALTUM.—Three veriaties of this are shown at the Paris 
Exhibition. The Pitch Lake of Brea, one of the greatest curiosities of 
Trinidad, covers 100 acres, and yields inexhaustible supplies of asphalte, 
which, though largely sent to Europe and America, has not met with the 
attention it deserves. Lacquer pitch, found in the vicinity of the Pitch Lake, 
is recommended as an ingredient entering into the composition of dark- 
coloured varnishes. Its commercial value is great, but the supply is by no 
means ample. Larger quantities may possibly be obtained by deep sinking. 
The export of asphalte from ‘Trinidad in 1865 was 17,700 tons, principally to 
Belgium, France, and England. One company in the island has entered intoa 
contract to supply 1500 tons yearly of asphalte, in blocks fit for paving, at 
nine dollars the ton, delivered on board. ‘The same company has engaged to 
furnish a house at Antwerp with 20,000 tons at 50s. per ton, to extract oil from. 

New Zeavanp Coau.—It is satisfactory to state that coal has been found 
in New Zealand suitable for the use of steamers on long sea voyages 
There are mines at the Buller and the Grey, and other mines within sixty 
miles of Nelson, that could be worked, the coals could be put into trucks at 
33. to 5s. per ton, brought by rail and delivered at the port of Nelson at 15s., 
which would leave a large margin for profit, whilst it would be a saving to the 
steam companies of about 10s. per ton, the price of imported coal being me 
35s. Here opens a vast field of operations for the port of Nelson to supp!y 
the steam-vessels now trading to the port, also to the cities of Nelson, 
Wellington, Auckland, &c. The Panama boats are supplied at their coaling 
station at Panama chiefly from Cardiff, at great cost—viz., £4 per ton, — 
colliers about 180 days, whilst from Nelson coals could be supplied at ‘hat 
half the price, and in about six weeks. It is pretty obvious, therefore, 7 
Nelson, being 1000 miles nearer than New South Wales would supply — 
and Oparo, the coaling depdt of the Panama New Zealand Royal Mai his 
pany in the Pacific, which latter could be reached in about omens. oat 
is a matter of the utmost importance in the Panama service, eac of 
requiring about 1400 tons for the run, making, with the coasting possess 
this company, about 80,000 tons per annum, and there are other a 
whose vessels would coal! at Nelson. It appears that the es - 
exported from Newcastle to New South Wales, in 1866, was 645,619 tons, 














large portion of which is consumed in New Zealand. 
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! dridge, West Garestield, and West es oo 
| Pelton Copenhagen .. preeaserse is 10 
pan’ i ; 5 Ge eoceccee oveee to 
WROUGHT-IRON TUBING, | ™Peltcn, Pelton, South Peareth, Hamburg... 
5 : a | Stella, Urpeth, ‘Washington Hut- Havre de Grace ...+.see+eseceeesers® 
Subject to 50 per cent. Discount. ton, and West Leverson.......... 8 6 or ae vad 18 10 
—_— bia oes : 7 ; : Ramsay’s Newcastle Cannel.oe...s0 20 0 amen 4 19 
| 2in. 14 in. 1} in. lin. 2 in iin. | Wigan Cannel (at Liverpool)........ 17 0 — alain rae 4 
—__ _—_— —_ —— _—_— TIESTO. .ceeee 
Patent W: “s dTubes, from 2 tol2feet—| s. d. | s. d. hh, aGaisgcthia aa | = Venice ...cccccsccsceccssecccssess o-oo 15 0 
‘a ein crate eters ~iis{|to}|om o7\|os| 6 4 . oe ed ss in nt 
the | | oghead (at Leith)...+ cesscosccee 0 * 
no att, from ¢ e “inches to ap inches | 20 | 20 1 9 a 10j)09 Kirkness, best (at Burntisland), 28 6 SUNDRIES. 
/ 3 6 23 20 16 12; on Capeldrae, Ist quality (at ditto). 28 6 | Best Nstle.Fire-bks.,p. 1000,£2.10s.to£2 150 
i 3 9 23 19 10 010! 08 | Ditto, 2nd ditto (atditto)....... 18 6 Cliff’s Fire-bks. (at Wortley), p.1000. 2 150 
40126 20 16 11 | 010 | Cowdenbeath ..c.ccsccccececces 12 © | Ingham’s ditto(at Wortley),p.1000.. 2 15 6 
46;30 26 20 61248 | Lesmahago (at Glasgow) ..... o- 31 6 | Fire-clay Retorts,p. ft. run, 5s.6d.to 0 7 0 
176/196 7 6 46 33si36 | Ditto (at anpeanennd eeece Sveccece 32 6 | Tough Cake Copper, p. ton.--soosses 76 00 
28 0 (160/13 0 7 0 66/46 APMiStOM... sececserereeesees + 27 6 | English Pig Lead, p.ton. - 19 76 
j | } | WeMyeS.cccccccccccccccecvccsccese 20 0 | Welsh Bar Iron (in London), p. “ton. 6100 
13 | 09 08 06 0o5;04 Hay wood, Wilsontown ( (at Granton). 23 0 Foreign Spelter, p.tom ...+-+eesseee 1176 
'10]08 07 0 5 64!08 Pirnie, Or Methill........ssesseeees 15 0 | English Block Tin, p. ton . - 96 00 
115 0 14 0 13 6 i3 0 12 0 oa Lothian's Cannel (at Leith)......+. 28 O | Banca, p. ton....ccsssscoes - 92 lO” 
| | ' | Myles’ Cannel ......ccccccceccesece 23 6 | Tarred Rope Yarn, p. cwt. coosee 100 
apyertisements. 
THE LONDON & WESTMINSTER METER COMPANY, LIMITED. 
PATENTEES AND SOLE MANUFACTURERS OF 
THE ABC GAS-METER 
e 
EDGE’S PATENT INDEX. 
> 
MYERS’S PATENT WATER-METER. 
(A CYLINDER & PISTON.) 
The ABC GAS-METER shows in plain figures the money payable for Gas consumed, as well as 
the number of cubic feet. 
MYERS’S WATER-METER is accurate in measurement, simple in action, and moderate in price. 
Manufacturers of the ordinary Wet and Dry Meters, Governors, Photometers, and all other Gas and Water Apparatus. 
> 
JOHNSON’S PLACE, LUPUS STREET, LONDON, S.W. 
9 , ’ 
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WET GAS-METERS FOR SALE. Fo SALE cheap, a 6-foot Testing | GAS FROM COAL TAR. 











Tenders for the whole or any number of them to be EXR&t1Er. 


c ci substitute for Cannel Coal to be SOLD. 
{ tL of Mie. King, 11, Bete Const, Mr. Evans, of the Chartered Gas-Works, reports 


that this Pitch yields 22,000 cubic feet of 28-candle | NATURAL 
. gas per ton. | 
TO GAS ENGINEERS & FITTERS. The Gas being very rapidly produced makes this HYDRATED OXIDE of TRON 
EVERY description of Gas Lanterns material a great desideratum for Gas Masses. constantly on Sale. Apply to 
an ector Lamps for Shop Windows kept in Address Epwarp Hatkgs, Esq.. Managing Director, MARTYN AND CO. 
stock, W. Davis, 17, Wells Street, Oxford Street, | Oil Seed Crushing Company, Limited, 35, SeeTHInG DENNIS 0., 
Lonpon, W. Lang, E.C., and Dover Oil-Mills. LIVERPOOL. 


JOHN VICKARY, 


GAS ENGINEER AND CONTRACTOR, IRON AND BRASS FOUNDER, 
WORKS—EXE ISLAND, EXETER, 


Tenders his best thanks to the various Gas Companies in England, Ireland, and Wales, for the very liberal and 





ee, 











ate 


Works. 


In addition to the numerous towns wherein he has been engaged, he begs reference to the following testimonial :— 
| Plymouth and Stonehouse Gaslight and Ccke Company. 








| bas given the highest satisfaction, and never required the slightest attention or adjustment since its completion. 
(Signed) Pzter Apams, Chairman. 


I He has also erected a 100-foot Gasholder and Cast-Iron Tank at Exeter; an 80-foot Telescope Gasholder and Iron 


\ 


P Tank at Devonport 3 a 90-foot at Torquay, &c. &c. At either of those works satisfactory references can be made. 


He also begs particular attention to his Improved Gas-Meters, either Wet, Dry, or Compensating, | 
{|the materials and workmanship of which guaranteed of the very best description, and which has gained for his Meters so) 


|| excellent a reputation for these last 20 years. 


| RETORTS, DIP & ASCENSION PIPES, HYDRAULIC MAIN, CONDENSERS, PURIFIERS,| 


STATION-METERS, GOVERNORS, VALVES, and GASHOLDERS, 


Of any size, and every description of article required in Gas-Works. 
{| Mains, Tees, Connexions, and Syphons, from 2 to 12 in., always in stock, and supplied at Scotch prices.| 
| Clay Retorts and Fire-Goods of every description. | 
| Gas-Fittings of the most modern designs. 


| Iron Pipe and Fittings, Service Cocks, &c. 
Plans, Specifications, and Estimate for the erection of New Gas- Works of any size furnished. 


s EDWARD COCKEY & SONS, 

ae 3\ TRON-WORKS, FROME SELWOOD, 

=“) PATENT GAS-VALVES. 
| A PRIZE MEDAL 


WAS AWARDED TO THE PATENTEES AT THE INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION OF 13862. 





| 
| 
! 
| 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


| These Valves are formed of two cylinders, working one on the other horizontally, having their faces ground perfectly gas- 
tight. 
| They are adapted either as central valves, for two, three, or four purifiers—as bye-passes—or as inlet and outlet-valves for 
| gasholders. 

They have been fixed in some of the most important Gas-Works in the Kingdom, for more than eight years. Consider- 
|ably over two hundred of them are now in use, and the most satisfactory reports of their advantages continue to be received. 
They are simple in construction, and not liable to get out of repair, and if in course of time the faces should leak, they can be 
easily re-ground and made as tight as ever, without removal from their positions. Each Valve is fitted with an index, which 
| shows to the person in charge of the Works in what direction the gas is passing. 


1 Frome, January 20, 1866. 











| 
| LIVESEY FIRE-CLAY WORKS, 
| NEAR BLACKBURN, LANCASHIRE. 


| ORLANDO BROTHERS, 


MANUFACTURER OF PATENT CLAY RETORTS, 


AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF 


| 


kind support he has received for the last 22 years, during which period he has erected and extended above 200 Gas-!) 


Sir,—I have much pleasure in testifying that the 100-foot Telescope Gasholder and Cast-Iron Tank, erected by you for this Company in 1862,|) 





| 


| 
i 


E 
Fo SALE, 50 3-light, 50 5-light, GASHOLDEA, in thorough working order, and VERY large quantity of Gas can|| 
and a few larger size WET GAS-METERS, | nearly new. | be obtained by the «lecomposition of Coal Tar. 
which have been converted to “ Saunders and Don- Can be seen at 80, K1xo’s Cross Roan. | by PHILLIPS’S PATENT PROCESS. | 
novan’s Unvarying Water-line”’ principle. They are in I Prospectuses and particulars wil! be forwarded oy 
good condition, and have not been used since con- COTTON SEED PITCH. | application to the Patentee, Mr. H. Puitrips Clyst!! 
verted. Stamped and ready for use. BOUT 400 tons of this valuable Hoviton, Exerzr, or Mr. Gate, Bampfylde Street, 





| 


1] 
| 
| 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
} 
| 
| 
| 
| 
} 
| 





TUBULAR CLAZED SEWERACE PIPES, BENDS, JUNCTIONS, ETC. 
FIRE-BRICKS, TILES, BLOCKS, AND CHIMNEY-TOPS. 





— 
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TO GAS COMPANIES. 


w+ TED, by the Advertiser, a 

Situation as ORKING MANAGER, who 
can set clay or iron retorts, and do all necessary repairs 
on a Gas-Work. Can take meter indexes, and do gas- 
fittings, &c. Satisfactory testimonials can be given as 
to character ard ability. 

Address “‘Livem,” care of Mr. King, 11, Bolt Court, 
Fieet STREET, E.C. 








TO GAS ENGINEERS. 


WANTED, a thoroughly competent 

GAS ENGINEER, capable of carrying out esti- 
mates and preparing designs, if required, to act as 
Foreman, and practically superintend the execution of 
contracts for a large manufacturing firm. 

Applicants to apply by letter only, stating references, 
terms, and works hitherto carried out by them. Address 
C., care of Messrs. Reeves, 1, Oat Lane, Wood Street, 
Crry, E.C. 


ANTED, a re-engagements a 

MANAGER of asmall gas-work. Can fix clay or 
iron retorts, lay mains, services, &c. Three years aud 
nine months in last situation as manager. No objection 
to go abroad. Aged 28, married, no children. Good 
references. 

Address L. F., 75, Camden Street, Camden Town, 
Lonpon, N.W. 








TO GAS COMPANIES, 


WANTED, a situation as Manager 


to a Gas Company making from 10,000,000 to 
20,000,000 annually. The advertiser is a practical man, 
fully acquainted with all the modern improvements in 
gas making and distributing, having 16 years experience. 
First-rate testimonials and references. Isan accountant. 
Address M. G. C., care of Mr. King, 11, Bolt Court, 
Fieet Strekt, E.C. 


w4 NTED, a practical Working 

MANAGER for a small Gas-Work in Lanca- 
shire, who must thoroughly understand meters, retort- 
setting, main and service laying, &c. ‘The appoint- 
ment will be permanent and wages liberal to a steady, 
energetic person, and preference will be given to a 
married men having held a similar situation, and for 
whom house, gas, and coals will be provided. 
Applications, stating experience, age, references, 
and wages required, to be sent not later than Nov. 20, 
1867, addressed C. E., care of Mr. King, 11, Bolt 
Court, FLeet Street, E.C. 











TO GAS COMPANIES. i 
WANten, bythe Advertiser, a situa- 
tion as WORKING MANAGER of a Gas- 
Work. Understands the setting of clay andiron retorts, 
laying of mains, &c. Can do gas-fitting in all its 
branches; can take the indices of meters, and all 
repairs connected with Gas-Works. Can produce first- 
class testimonials, &c. 
Address S. N., care of Mr. King, 11, Bolt Court, 
Fizer Street, E.C. 





TO GAS COMPANIES. 

ANTED, by a young Man, an 

Engagement as MANAGER of a small Gas- 
Work. Can undertake the repair of the works, repair, 
prove, and inspect meters, lay services, &c. First-class 
references. Has no objection to go abroad. 
Address G. T., care of Mr. King, 11, Bolt Court, 
Firer Street, E C. 


from London, 
index of meters. 
coal, and light free. 


St. George’s Road, Lonpon, S. 





TO GAS COMPANIES. 


_ Situation as MANAGER, 
experience in every branch. 
present employers. 


FLeer Srreet, E.C. 
ANTED, 


MANAGER of Gas-Works. 


analysis of gas. First-class testimonials. 


Freer Street, E.C. 








TO GAS-WORK MANAGERS, GAS-WORK 
ERECTERS, GAS-FITTERS, AND 
METER MAKERS. 


cast-iron cased Wet Meter Makers, 
Gro. Bower, St. Neots, Hunts. 


WANted. by the Burgess Hill and 

St. John’s Common Gas Company, Limited, a 
MAN capable of performing all the duties required on 
a Gas-Work, comprising the manufacture of the gas, 





Applications by letter, stating salary required, with 


23rd day of November inst. 





TO WATER COMPANIES & LOCAL. BOARDS. 


GENTLEMAN, who is well 
acquainted with water fittings, and also with 
rating for supplies for either domestic or manufacturing 
purposes, would be glad to hear of employment in the 
above capacity. 
water-meter now in use. Can furnish unexceptionable 
references. 
Address E, H., Post-Office, Croydon, SuRREY. 


TO GAS COMPANIES, 


THE Advertiser, who is a practical 

Engineer, has been employed as Assistant Engi- 
neer in large Gas-Works for the past 7 years, is now 
open to a similar engagement, or as MANAGER of 
works where the make is from 15,000,000 and up- 
wards perannum. Isa good draughtsman, and con- 
versant with all the details of the manufacture and dis- 
tribution of gas. 

For testimonials & character and ability, with refer- 
ences, apply to “*Gas EnoineER,” care of Mr. King, 
11, Bolt Court, Freer Street, E.C. 

















WOLVERHAMPTON 


RETORT WORKS. 


ESTABLISHED 1840. 


JOHN EUNSON AND SON, 


GAS ENGINEERS, AND MANUFACTURERS OF CLAY RETORTS, 
AND FIRE GOODS IN GENERAL, 


WOLVERHAMPTON. 
Retort Mouthpieces, Bolts, Nuts, and every description of Wrought-Iron Work. 





PAYTON’S CYCLOIDAL METER 


FOR MEASURING LIQUIDS. 





found 
witho 


Yor 








238, 


The Liquid Meter Company respectfully solicit the attention 
of Water Companies, Builders, and others to the above efficient 
high-pressure Meter. 

From extensive experiments which have been made with these 
Meters to test the accuracy of their measurement, they are 


Secured by Royal Letters Patent. 


MANUFACTURED BY 


THE LIQUID METER COMPANY 


(LIMITED). 
A. A. CROLL, GEORGE RAIT, 
Chairman. Managing Director. 


KINGSLAND ROAD, LONDON, N.E. 


to be invariable in their indications under all conditions 


of velocity and pressure, and they are capable of discharging, 


at reduction of head, a larger quantity of liquid in pro- 


portion to their size than any other description of Meter. 


further particulars, address— 


GEORGE RAIT, 238, Kingsland Road, London, N.E. 


_Apply by letter, stating age, whether married or 
single, &c., to Mr. Mittar, No. 8, West Square, | 


WANTED, by the Advertiser, a 


Has had practical | 
Good references from 


Address H. B., care of Mr. King, 11, Bolt Court, 


an appointment as 
The Advertiser | 
has had thorough practical experience in every depart- 
ment connected with the erection and management of 
Gas-Works, the testing of meters, and the technical 


Address X. Y. Z., care of Mr. King, 11, Bolt Court, 


WANTED, Working Managers of 


small Gas-Works, at wages from |Ss. to 20s- 
per week, with house, coal, and light free; also | 
Erecters of Gas Plant, Main-Layers, Gas-Fitters, and | 


main and service laying, meter-fixing, and meter in- 
dication taking. He must reside at the Works, as | 
house, coal, and gas will be provided by the Company, | 


Understands the different kinds of 
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WANTED, a Man competent to 
undertake the MANAGEMENT of a small 
Gas-Work in a country town, distant about 50 miles 
He will also be required to take the 
Wags 27s. per week, with house, | 


| 
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CAMBRIDGE IMPROVEMENT ACTS. 





Commissioners of the above Acts are desirous, 
in accordance with Section LXI., to receive TEN DERS | 
in writing from such persons as may be willing to | 
enter into a Contract for LIGHTING the PUBLIC 
STREETS and PLACES of the said town with Coal 
Gas for a period not greater than Fourteen nor less 
than Three years, commencing on the Ist day of June, | 
1868, subject to such terms, regulations, and condi- | 
tions as are embodied in a Draft Contract, which may 
be seen on application at my Office. | 

The Commissioners have power to authorize the | 
opening of the streets. The number of public lamps 


NOrlce is Hereby Given that the) 


| to be lighted is at present about 660, which number is | 


references, &c., to be sent to the Secretary, Mr. S. Nor- | 
may, St. John’s Common, Hurstpierpoint, before the 





‘OD. 





| questions of supply of gas for street lighting. 


likely to be increased. 

Tenders are to be forwarded to or left at my Office, 
in Cambridge, on or before Saturday, the 16th day of 
November next ensuing, sealed and endorsed “* Tender | 
for Lighting the Town of Cambridge with Gas.” } 

The Commissioners donot bind themselves to accept | 
the lowest or any tender.—By order, | 

Freperic Bartow, Clerk. | 

60, St, Andrew’s Street, Cambridge, } 
Oct. 24, 1867. | 

| 


CHICHESTER GAS COMPANY. 


Alt Persons having any Claims on! 
the above Company are requested to forward | 
particulars of the same on or before December 1, 1867, | 
addressed to “‘ The Chairman of the Chichester Gas 
Company, London and County Bank, CHIcnEsTER.” | 
G. Motesworrs, Chairman. | 

Nov. 4, 1867. | 
was TED, by the Kettering Gas- 
light and Coke Company, 2 PURIFIERS, 

12 ft. by 7ft., or near that size. Second-hand would | 
do, if sound and in good working order, if with valves. | 
Stating their size and price would command immediate 
attention. 
Kettering, Nov. 5, 1867. 


For SALE—the property of the | 
Bilston Gas Company—2 Cast-iron Dry-lime | 
PURIFIERS complete, with 10-in. connecting-pipes, | 
4 rack-valves, and lifting apparatus. } 








Size of Purifier, | 
19 ft. long by 7 ft. wide and 4 ft.deep, with 3 divisions 
in each Purifier. 
Apply to T. A. Heptey, C.E., Secretary and Manager, | 
Gas-Works, Moxley, near WEDNESBURY, } 
Bilston, Nov. 5, 1867. } 





OXIDE OF IRON. 


HE Crystal Palace District Gas 

Company will receive TENDERS for the supply 

of 100 Tons of OXIDE OF IRON, deliveredin London, 

at the Bricklayers’ Arms Station of the South-Eastern 

Railway, or at the Works, Lower Sydenham, one-half 
in December and the other half in January. 

Tenders to be addressed “To the Chairman of the 
Company,” stating the price per ton, and the chemical 
analysis, per centage of iron, &c., and sent not later 
than Thursday evening, the l4th inst. 

By order of the Board, 
Macnvus Onren, Secretary. 

Offices of the Company at the Works, 

Lower Sydenham, Nov. 5, 1867. 





TO GAS COMPANIES AND ENGINEERS. 


OR SALE.—A Good Cast-Iron Tank, 
in excellent condition, 45 feet diameter, 14 feet 
deep, either with or without Gasholder. 
Also the following STATION-METERS :— 


One to pass 12,000 cubic feet per hour. 
One ” 8,000 ” ” 
One ” 4,000 ” ” 
Two , 3,000 ” 
The whole have been taken apart, thoroughly examined, 
and are in good working order, equal to new. 
The above have been taken down to make room for 
larger. 
Apply to Joun Vicxary, Gas Engineering Works, 
EXETER. 


FRASER’S PATENT RIBBED RETORTS. 
HESE Retorts have been introduced 


at a large number of Gas-Works. The great 
durability of the Ribbed Iron Retort specially recom- 
mends it for works where an exhauster is not used, 
The Clay Ovens and Retorts are so constructed as to 
favour the more speedy and effectual carbonization of 
the Coal, whilst the deposition of Carbon does not so 
readily take place as in the ordinary Retorts. 
Illustrated circulars with prices delivered will be 
furnished on application to ALex. C, Fraser, Gas- 
Works, CoLcHEsTer. 


W. OGG and CO. have lately 
engaged toicpresent one of the largest shippers 
of Scotch Cannels at prices that cannot fail to command 
the attention of Gas Companies at a period like the 
present, when quality of gas seems so desirable. 
Offices, 3, Jeffery Square, St. Mary Axe, Lonpon. 


R. HENRY GORE, Civil Engineer, 

begs to inform his friends that, having com- 

pleted his engagements in Mexico and South America, 
he now offers his services as CONSULTING ENGI- 
NEER in matters relating to Gas oc Water Works and 
Town Improvements. From his long and extensive 
practice in connexion with Ges-Works, he is fully pre- 
pared to advise municipal or other public bodies on all 








Address 20, Alfred Place, Bedford Square, Lonpon, 
Cc. 























| 
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BOGHEAD GAS COAL. | 
JAMES RUSSEL & SON 


Beg to draw attention to the following Abstract of Professor A. Fyrn’s Analysis of their Boghead Coal, and to intimate 
that they are prepared to enter into Contracts for the same. The Shipping Ports are Leith, Bo'ness, Grangemouth, 
and Glasgow; and there is communication by Rail to all parts of the Kingdom. 











ABSTRACT OF REPORT ‘BY PROFESSOR FYFE 


ON THE VALUE OF 


BOGHEAD CANNEL COAL 


FOR THE PRODUCTION OF GAS. 





One hundred parts of the Coal, by analysis, afforded, on an average :— 





Volatile matter...........2. 69 
9 oo 
eo h0et pork aausieteeete 31 consisting of Fe seg oat pat oe 
100 31°0 100 ” 


The Specific Gravity is 1180 compared to that of Water at 1000. The per centage of Sulphur amounted to 0:13, 
equivalent to nearly three pounds in the ton of Coal. The following table shows the average result of ten trials :— 














| | | 
Cubic Feet of , Condensation sat Illuminating | 1 Foot= | Gas of 1 Ton |Lbs. of Coke 
Gas per Ton Le by Chlorine in wey Light ot 5 a Grains of | =Ibs. of | per Tonof| + 
of Coal, Y* | “100 parts. ; 140 Grs. | 120Grs. Sperm. Sperm. Coal. 
mix. sec. | | 
15,486 726 23°37 84 44 8°9 |10°38|] 1245°6 | 2755°6 760 
| 























Table showing comparative value of the following Coals for making Gas :— 























| 
| cubic Feet of | Powarnt Feop— | Comparative Value of Goals ssonnling to iile- 
Coats. Gas per Ton. | Light of Candles,| ,G@8es according to minating Power and | 
” 120 Grs. | Illuminating Power. Quantity of Gas afforded. 
- = 
| Best English Caking . .. .| 9,746 3°18 | 1°00 “oe 1-0 | - 
Average Lesmahago. .... | 10,176 | 8°77 | 2°75 1-00 2° 87 1-00 
Average Bogheed.| 15,486 | 10°39 | 3°25 118 5°17 | 177 | 











Table showing comparative value, by the Chlorine test, of the Boghead and other Coals for making Gas :— 






































cmtiey 
¥ | Com. Value of 
Cubic Feet | Condensa-| Durability : pean F od Value of Coals | Scotch Coals, 
Coas of'Glas tion by |withJet Flame! condensation cae J to | only taking | 
; | per Ton, |Chlorinein| 5 Inches | by Chior. and Value & Quan-| Value & Quan- 
| 100 parts. | 1 Foot burns | 45 durability tity of Gas. | tity of Gas 
| . into account. 
| | MIN. SEC, ; ie 
English Caking ...... 9,746 6°5 | 50 40 1°00 1:00 =| oe 
English Parrot....... | 10,500 7°6 44 30 1:02 | 1-08 iw 
Marquis of Lothian’s .. 10,000 13°0 60 O | 2°35 | 2°41 1-00 
Lesmahago.......... | 10,176 17°5 70 Oj; 38:72 | 8:87 1 -64 
ee | 10,000 19°5 7a © 4°44 | 4°55 Loe 
Kirkness....... ....| 9,620 | 20°75| 80 18 506 | 4:99 | 2:06 | 
Boghead......... | 15,486 | 23°37 | 84 22 6°09 967 | 401 | 
| | 

















For further particulars and full analysis, apply to 
JAMES RUSSEL AND SON, FALKEIRKGE, IN. B. 
Notse.—Certificates of origin issued by them for all Cargoes of Boghead Coal. 
They have no Agent for the Sale of their Coal abroad. 
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HONOURABLE MENTION. 





GLOBE METER-WORKS, OLDHAM, 


Manufacturers of 
STATION METERS for GAS-WORKS, CONSUMERS METERS, GOVERNORS, 
GAUGES, PRESSURE AND EXHAUSTER REGISTERS, 


EXHAUSTER REGULATORS, &c. 


N.B.—The flanges of the plates for the Square Station-Meters are planed so as to ensure perfect 
joints—guaranteed not to leak. 





WARNER'S 


NEW PATENT 


QUADRANT-MOTION SLUICE or GAS VALVE. 


water-way is obtained, the disc being drawn by the screw or worm entirely out of 
the way; thus all the advantages of the ordinary sluice-valve are cbtained at much 
less cost, and the liability to set fast and get out of order entirely obviated. 
are adapted for all purposes for hot or cold water, and equally suited for high or low 
pressure; and in case of need of repair, a new valve-seat can be applied without re- 
moving the body or case of the valve. 


pressure Cocks, Water Closets, Gas-fitting in all its branches, and general Plumbers’ 
Brass work, can be obtained upon application to 


JOHN WARNER & SONS, CRIPPLEGATE, LONDON, 
(Brass and Bell Founders to Her Majesty,) 
HYDRAULIC ENGINEERS. 


SCHOLL’S 


PATENT PLATINUM 


GASLIGHT PERFECTER. 


Extract from Report by Dr. Letheby :— 


“ The results have been very remarkable, for they show an average increase of 63 per cent. on the illuminating 
power of the gas. I am of opinion, therefore, that the invention is of great practical value.” 


Price 1s. each for Fish-tail Burners. 
To be had retail of Gas-Fitters and Ir gers, and wholesale of 


JOHN SCHOLL, 41 & 42, BERWICK STREET, OXFORD STREET, 
LONDON, Ww. 


Terms on application. N.B.—A specimen sent free on receipt of Twelve stamps. 


*,* Further testimonials from Drs. Frankland and Crooks, showing the great practical value of this invention, 
will be shortly published. 


JAMES MILNE & SON, 
GAS ENGINEERS, 
Gas-Meter, Gas Apparatus, and Gasfittings Manufacturers 
EDINBURGH, ann 
2, KING EDWARD STREET, 
NEWGATE STREET, LONDON. 




















Station-Meters, Governors, Consumers Meters, Gas Lustres, Chandeliers, Brackets, &c., and every 
description of Gasfittings and Gas Apparatus. 


CHARLES HORSLEY’S 


PATENT 














(From 250 Feet to 200,000 Feet per Hour.) 
Also, 


ROTARY TAR, OIL, AND LIQUOR PUMPS. 


For particulars and prices apply to the Patentee, 


22, Wharf Road, City Road, London, N, 
SAMUEL CUTLER & SON, 


CONTRACTING GAS ENGINEERS, &e. 
MANUFACTURERS OF GASHOLDERS, TANKS, 
AND ALL DESCRIPTIONS OF GAS-MAKING APPARATUS. 
Tron Roofs, and General Iron Work. Mains Supplied and Laid. 


8. C. & Son supply every requirement for a Gas-Work, and keep in stock Retort Lids, Cotters, 
Barrows, Scoops, Bolts and Nuts, &c. &c. 


INLET 




















—— 
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It will be seen, by reference’ to the drawing, that by this simple method a clear | 


They | 


Particulars of the Quadrant Valve, also of Hydraulic Machinery, High or Low | 


GAS EXHAUSTER. 


PURIFIERS, | 





GAS & WATER PIPES, 
GIRDERS, COLUMNS, RETORTS, AND GENERAL CASTINGS, 
quoted for on application to 
GEO. BOWER, 
MILTON IRON-WORKS, 
WEST HARTLEPOOL. 


N.B.—A large stock of 2 to 8in. pipes usually ready for 
immediate delivery. 


THOMAS EDINGTON & SONS, 
PH@NIX IRON-WORKS, 
| GLASGOW, 
Manufacturers of all kinds of 
GAS AND WATER PIPES, 
Branches, Bends, Water-Traps, Tank-Plates, Valves, 
| and general Castings. Also 


RAILWAY CHAIRS & SLEEPERS, 
AND 
| GRIFFIN’S PATENT PERMANENT WAY, 
London Office, 63, Old Broad Street. 


'QTEARS BROTHERS & CO, 


Gas Engineers and Contractors, 
8, GEORGE STREET, HULL, 





4 





AND 
73, COLEMAN STREET, LONDON, E.C. 





Contractors for Gas-Works of any size at home or 
abroad. Copy of testimonials from numerous Gas 
Companies can be had on application. 


BEST & HOLDEN'S 


PATENT APPARATUS 
FOR 
CHARGING & DRAWING GAS-RETORTS, 


AND FOR 


CLOSING rue MOUTHS or RETORTS 
WITHOUT CEMENT. 





| 





The above is one of the most important inventions 

; in connexion with gas manufacture which has been 
| introduced for many years, and merits the immediate 
| attention of all Gas Companies. The Machine is 
| simple in its construction, easily worked, and not 
| likely to get out of order, while the saving in time and 
| labour is very considerable, It has been applied at the 
Chartered Gas-Works, Westminster, with plet 
| success, and has been viewed in operation by some of 
| the most eminent gas engineers, both in London and 
| from the provinces, their unanimous opinion being 
that the arrangement of the apparatus was perfectly 
new, and must eventually be adopted by all Gas Com- 
panies. 

The Patentees are now in a position to treat for the 
use of their Apparatus. 


For further information apply to 
JNO. CHISHOLM & CO., 
44, MARK LANE, E.C. 


UNIVERSAL PARIS EXHIBITION, 1867. 


| PRIZE MEDAL in Class 24—Heating and Lighting— 
for Leoni’s Patent Gas-Burners and Gas-Stoves. 











YAW) ——, 
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} 

EONI’S Pdtent Adamas 

} GAS-BURNERS are entirely free | 
| from liability to Corrosion, Injury from 
Heat, or danger of Fraction, and are un- 
alterable in the dimensions of their Aper- 
tures. Uniformity in the consumptionof 
| gas is obtained by the process of manulac- 
| ture, which insures that 


the burners shall be pre- =a 
| cisely similar in pattern, 
Net Cash Price, 8s. per gross. 


Patertee and Sole Manufacturer, S. Lront, 34, St. 
Paul Street, New North Road, Lonpon, N. 


F. SIMMONDS, Senr., 
|221, KINGSLAND ROAD, 
RETORT & BOILER SETTER 


| For the Chartered Gaslight Company, Brick Lane and 
Curtain Road Stations, and numerous Gaslight, 
Companies, London and Provincial. 


NO CONNEXION WITH ANY OTHER RETORT SRITER, 
Estimates given with or without materials, 




















EDMUND SMITH, 
GRASBROOK, HAMBURG, 


would respectfully call the attention of engineers 
| and managers of gas-works to his Newly Improved 
GAS-METER, patented 1862 in England, and the 
principal parts of the Continent. 

Price-lists and tenders for gas-meters, experimental 
station-meters, experimental holders, governors, puri- 
fiers, gasholders, pressure-gauges, gas and water fit- 
tings, &c., are forwarded on application. 





PROVIDENCE IRON-WORKS, MILLWALL, LONDON, E. 





j 








h 


al 








| BY THE USE OF 


} 
| Address to 69, UPPER THAMES STREET, LONDON, E.C. 








DRY GAS-METER: 


———___ 
———————__ 
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ee = 


GAS EXPLOSIONS PREVENTED | 














JOHN RUSSELL & COS TUBES & FITTINGS. 


Gas Explosions are of frequent occurrence, but we do not hear of them unless death has resulted. As in the case at | 
Clerkenwell lately, gas explosions may generally be traced to the use of Tubes of defective workmanship and inferior iron, || 
Adopt the Tubes and Fittings of John Russell and Co., which are all of the best quality. H 


JOHN RUSSELL & CO. 


ARE THE 


INVENTORS OF THE LAP-WELDED TUBE FOR LOCOMOTIVE & MARINE BOILERS,| 
AND THE OLDEST MANUFACTURERS OF TUBES FOR GAS, STEAM, & WATER. 
WAREHOUSES: | 
69, Upper Thames Street, E.C.; Commercial Street, N.E.; & Charles Street, Soho Square, London;, 
Also at 35, 36, 37, and 39, Granby Row, Manchester. 
MANUFACTORIES: 
The Old Tube Works, Wednesbury, and the Alma Works, Walsall Staffordshire. 














ECONOMY IN GAS PURIFICATION. 


Me DOUGALL’S 


HYDRATED PEROXIDE OF IRON. 


This Oxide is now well known, and has gained at a number of the largest gas-works at home and abroad a decided preference 
for efficiency and durability. It is free from any mixture of sawdust or other material, every particle being available for use, 
thus causing the Purifiers to work double the time before it requires renewing, and saves one-third the cost of labour in 
charging them. It readily takes up sulphur, revivifies rapidly, and lasts longer than any other Oxide in the market. 
Prices on application to— 


Mc DOUGALL BROTHERS, Manufacturing Chemists, 
LONDON—11, Arthur Street West, London Bridge, E.C.,; MANCHESTER—Riga Street, Shudehill. 


THE ONLY COMPLETE 
CAST-IRON CASED DRY GAS-METER, 


PATENTED MARCH 31, 1865. 











Gas Engineers and others will find that the above Meter is made of the most durable material, also that it can be repaired 
at a fraction of the cost of any other Meter now manufactured ; all the interior fittings, as well as the case, being fitted 


GPE SO SS. a oploniers of the above on application. 


SOLE MANUFACTURERS: 


FULLERTON, SON, & CO., ABBEY MOUNT WORKS, EDINBURGH. 


Station-Meters and Gas Apparatus, Consumers Wet Gas-Meters in Cast-Iron, 
and Dry in Tin Plate Cases. 


N. DEFRIES, 


INVENTOR OF THE FIRST SUCCESSFUL 











<10.C eteted IN USE. 


WoRKS: 


























DIANA PLACE, EUSTON ROAD, LONDON. — 
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gp bt CANNEL COAL. 


This Coal is largely used in the Gas-Works at 
Glasgow, Paisley, Port Glasgow, Edinburgh, Leith, 
and many other towns throughout Scotland. It yields 
/10,648 cubic feet per ton; illuminating power, 27°55 
standard candles; coke per ton, 9 ewt. 83 lbs. Railway 
communication from the pits (at Coatbridge) to all parts 
of the country; ports of shipment in Firths of Forth 
or Clyde. 

For quotations, &c., apply to Mr. JoHN MACDONALD, 
||68, St. Vincent Street, GLAsGow. 








FIRE-CLAY GAS-RETORTS, &c., CANNEL 
AND STEAM COALS. 


i LIAM FRASER, Inverkeithing 
i| (owner of the Works at which Fire-clay Retorts 
|were first made), having greatly enlarged his works, can 
|| supply retorts and other fire-clay goods to any extent. 
Tidcences can be given to managers of above a 
hundred Gas- Works whom he supplies. 
WitttaM Fraser ships COWDENBEATH PAR- 
ROT COALS at Charlestown and Burntisland at Lls. 
per ton; and HALBEATH STEAM COALS, on Navy 
| List, at 8s. 6d. per ton. 





JAMES OAKES and CO., 


|| ALFRETON IRON WORKS, DERBYSHIRE, 
| N 


| AND 
||WENLOCK IRON WHARF, 20, WHARF ROAD, 
CITY ROAD, LONDON, 
||Beg to inform Gas and Water Companies ana the public, 
\\that they keep in stock in London all the CASTINGS 
lin general use in Gas and Water-Works, including 
‘Iron Retorts, Socket and Flange Pipes, Bends, 
|Branches, and Syphons of all sizes, Lamp Columns, 
| he., Se. 


| N.B.—Orders for Cast-iron Tanks, Girders, Columns, 





||ate attention. 
| CHARLES Horsey, Agent. 





H We are prepared to supply, on moderate terms, 


HYDRATED PEROXIDE OF IRON (BOG OCHRE), 
| Same quality as supplied by us to several of the most 
| sive Gas C i 
| atisfaetion. 
| FRANCIS RITCHIE & SONS, 
BELFAST. 








| 

INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION, 
1862, CLASS X. 

PRIZE MEDAL 

For excellence of Fire-Clay Gas Retorts, and 


“ HONOURABLE MENTION” for 
geod quality of Fire-Bricks. 


| IAM STEPHENSON & SONS, 
THROCKLEY, 
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 


THOMAS CARR & SON, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
FIRE-BRICKS, LUMPS, TILES, RETORTS, 
& 


c. &e. 


SCOTSWOOD FIRE-BRICK WORKS; 
NEAR 
BLAYDON-ON-TYNE. 








a 


ARRIS and PEARSON, 
| PROPRIETORS OF 
BEST CLASS-HOUSE POT AND CRUCIBLE CLAY 
MANUFACTURERS OP 
FIRE BRICKS, GAS RETORTS, &C 
AMBLECoTE FirE CLAY AND Brick Works, 
STOURBRIDGE. 
Late in the occupation of I. and W. King. 
Originally J. Pidcock, Esq. 
NB A quantity of best Clay Retorts in stock, viz.— 
Circulars, 14 inches, 15 inches. 16 inches. 
D's, 1612, 15x14, 2016, 16x18. 


ANCOCK’S INDIA-RUBBER 
GAS-TUBING. 
All sizes, from 4 in. to 4 in. diameter and upwards. 





HORS Also, 
E SINGEING APPARATUS, best make, with 
4S-BURNERS, Combs, and INDIA-RUBBER TuBING, 


complete. 

WoA-RUBBER BAGS for Gas-Matns. 

nee for Gas and Stgzam JornTs. 

P ACKER on = pee) net STEAM-ENGINES. 
y astic) for STEAM-ENGINES. 

FLANGE TUBING, for excludin 

W ts and Dust Gnome 

— Doors, and Giass 








Section 
Mlustrated Price Lists on application. 


JAMES LYNE HANCOCK, 
= Vuleanized India-Rubber Works, 
WELL MEWS, axp 266, GOSWELL ROAD 
LONDON, E.C. 








ers, and all irregular castings, will have immedi- | 
QAXIDE OF IBROYM,!) 


, and which has given entire | 
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Trade Mark. THE MEDAL FOR 1862. 


Tuz ONLY PRIZE MEDAL awarpep 


1 ror TUBES anp FITTINGS. 


CROWN TUBE-WORKS, 
WEDNESBURY STAFFORDSHIRE. 
Waxenousr—81, UPPER GROUND ST., LONDON. 


JAMES RUSSELL & SONS, 


Patentees and First Makers of Wrought-Iron Tubes. 


i a G. W. STEVENSON, C.E., F.G.S., 

(for the last 10 years Engineer td the Corpura- 
tion of Halifax), may be consulted upon all matters 
connected with the construction of gas-works, and the 
manufacture and supply of gas; also upon the con- 
struction of water-works and the supply of water to 
towns; and also in respect to the sewerage of towns, 
and sanitary works generally. 

Orrice: 14, Park Street, WESTMINSTER. 


LFRED PENNY, Gas and 
CONSULTING ENGINEER, 
WeENLock Iron Works, 
21, WHARF ROAD, CITY ROAD, LONDON. 


Mr. Penny having had a large experience in the 
construction, alteration, and management of Gas- 








Works, begs to inform the Directors of Gas Companies | 


that he may be consulted on all matters appertaining 
thereto. He also factures Gasholders, Purifiers, 
and all the various apparatus used in Gas-Works, and 
keeps in stock Retorts and Mouthpieces, Socket-Pipes, 
Bends, Branches, T-pieces, &c. &c. 

Plans, Specifications, and Estimates prepared. 


W. J. HOLLANDS, 


IRON MERCHANT, 
$1, BANKSIDE, LONDON, 5.E. 


Socket, Franek, HotT-WaTeR PIPES, AND ALL 
ConNEXxIONS; RetorTs, HYDRAULIC Matn, Lamp- 
CoLumns, &c.; AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF CAST- 
INGS AND WrovuGHT-InoN-WorK FoR GAS AND 
WaTER-WorKS, STEAM, AND GENERAL PURPOSES. 

N.B.—All goods kept in stock, and supplied at 
wholesale prices. Estimates given, and orders by post 








| punctually attended to the same day. 
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D. GRANT & CO., 
GAS=METER MANUFACTURERS. 
STATION-METERS ANY SIZE, 
PHOTOMETERS, EXPERIMENTAL METERS 
PRESSURE-GAUGES, &c. 

Price List on application. 
GAS-METER WORKS, CROSSCAUSEWAY, 

EDINBURGH. 


STOURBRIDGE FIRE-CLAY WORKS. 


E. BAKER & CO., 
| 24 WHARF, HARROW ROAD, PADDINGTON, W. 


FIRE-BRICKS, LUMPS, SQUARES, and TILES 
of all dimensions, 

GAS-RETORTS always in stock. 

GARDEN EDGINGS of various patterns, 

ORNAMENTAL BUILDING BRICKS, 

GRATE BACKS in various designs. 

Contracts eutered into to set Retorts, erect Fur- 
naces, &c 


Shipments on the shortest notice. 


AMES NEWTON & SONS, 
(Established 1820,) 
FIRE-BRICK AND TILE MERCHANTS, 
Wholesale and for Exportation, 
FALCON DOCK, 78 ann 79, BANKSIDE, 
SOUTHWARK, LONDON, 8.E., 

Derét for STOURBRIDGE anno NEWCA8TLE 


FIRE-BRICKS, LUMPS, TILES, and FIRE-CLAY, 
and every Article suitable for 


GAS AND WATER WORKS. 
B CARPENTER’S Improved Wood 
J 


SIEVES for Gas-Purifiers. 
Works: 14, John Street, Pentonville Road, Lonpon, N. 








The above sieves are used by the principal gas com- 
panies in London and the country. Their utility, 
durability, and cheapness combined, render them su- 
perior to all others. 





IRTLEY IROW WORKS, 
CHESTER-LE-STREET, 
DURHAM. 

Manufactory for every description of Casting and 
Machinery for Gas-Works and Water-Works. 
Warehouse in London for Cast-iron Pipes and Con- 
nexions of all sizes and in any quantity, Scott’s Wharf, 
Bankside, Southwark. 
Office in London, Mr. E. M. Perkins, 78, Lombard 
Street. 





BELGIAN CLAY RETORTS. 
SUGG and CO., late ALBERT 


J @ KELLER, Ghent.—The removal of the import 
duties on Earthenware permitting the entry of Clay 
Retorts into England, Messrs. Sugg, of Ghent, beg to 
draw the attention of the Gas Companies of London, 
and other Cities, to the very superior quality of the 
RETORTS manufactured by them. They can be 
made of any size, in one piece, and of any form. The 
price will be in proportion to the weight, and very 
moderate in comparison to their value. 
Communications, addresssed to J. Suca 
GHENT, will receive immediate attention. 


D. BRUCE PEEBLES, 


Gas- Meter Manufacturer, 


FOUNTAINBRIDGE 
EDINBURGH. 


DDISON POTTER, 
WILLINGTON QUAY, 


NEAR NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE, 
Manufacturer of Clay Retorts, Fire-Bricks,and every 
description of Fire-Clay Goods. 


d Co., 











BEST AND HOBSON 
LATE 
ROBERT BEST, 

100, SHARLOTTE 8TREET, BIRMINGHAM, 
Manufacturers of 
CHANDELIERS, PENDANTS, BRACKETS, 
Brass and Iron Gas-Fittings, Steam and Water-Cock 
&c., &e. 

Also, 

PATENT WELDED inON TUBES, 

For Gas, Steam, Water, and other purposes. 

GAS APPARATUS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 
High-pressure Water-Valves and Cocks, &c., &c. 
Plumbers Brassfoundry, 

Brass, Corprer, COMPOSITION, AND LEAD TuBEs. 
Works: Birmingham, and Great Bridge, Staffordshire. 


est from Py engineers who have tested 
their qualities forwarded on application. 

All orders punctually attended to, and estimates 
given if required. 


‘J. 1B. PORTER & CO., 
GAS ENGINEERS, 
MANUFACTURERS AND CONTRACTORS FOR GAS-WORKS 


Of any extent at Home and Abroad, 
GOWTS BRIDGE WORKS, LINCOLN, 


AND 
JOHN STREET, ADELPHI, LONDON, W.C. 





OBERT MACLAREN and CO, 
EGLINTON FOUNDRY, GLASGOW, 
Manufacturers of all sizes of Cast-Iron Main Pipes, by 
animproved Patent. General lronfounders, Gas En- 

gineers, and Wrought-Iron Tube Makers. 


JAMES M‘KELVIE, 
CANNEL COAL MERCHANT, 


HAYMARKET, 
EDINBURGH. 





Established 1840. 


WALTER MABON & CO., 


Engineers, 
ARDWICK IRON-WORKS, 
FAIRFIELD STREET, MANCHESTER, 
MANUFACTURERS OF 
IRON TANKS, GASHOLDERS, 
GAS APPARATUS, 

PIPES, VALVES, IRON ROOPS, 


WROUGHT AND CAST-IRON GIRDER 


DESIGNS, SPECIFICATIONS, & ESTIMATES 
FURNISHED. 
TO INVENTORS AND PATENTEES. 


W. H. BENNETT, having had 


considerable experience in matters connected 
with Gas, Water, and Sanitary Improvement, begs to 








tion of their designs, and to obtain for them PROVI- 
SLONAL PROTECTION, whereby their invention ma’ 
be secured for Six Months; or LETTERS PATENT, 
which are granted for Fourteen Years. 

Patents pleted, or pr ded with at any stage, 
thereby rendering it unnecessary for persons resident 
in the country to visit London. 

Patents procured for Foreign Countries, 

Information as to cost, &c., supplied gratuitously 
upon application to the advertiser, 42, Parliamznt 








P. 
Street, WESTMINSTER. [Office of the Journat cr 
Gas MIGHTING, &c.] 








say that he continues to assist Inventors in the perfec-| + 


) 











; 
‘ 




















ST 














954 THE JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, & SANITARY IMPROVEMENT, {Nov. 12, 1867, 


GAS AND WATER PIPES. 
CLARIDGE, NORTH, & CO.. 


BiLks Tron. 





ee 
a 








IMPROVED GAS APPARATUS, 


FOR TOWNS, VILLAGES, &e., 
INVENTED AND MANUFACTURED BY 


W. C. HOLMES & CO, 


WHITESTONE IRON-WORKS, HUDDERSFIELD. 
WILL BE SENT ON APPLICATION :— 
Puans, Srecirications, and Prices of GAS APPARATUS; 
Pians, Sprcirications, and Estimatss of the requisite BUILDINGS for each size of Apparatus ; 
Pians of the IMPROVED ANNULAR CONDENSERS; 
Pians of the COMBINED PURIFYING APPARATUS, so eminently adapted for Exportation. 


























LONDON OFFICES—56, GRACECHURCH STREET, CITY. 














*,* Please address letters to the London Offices. 


WILLIAM SUGG, 
GAS ENGINEER. 














CLASSES 24 and 53. 


PUBLIC LAMP GOVERNORS, LEVER COCKS, AND POLE LIGHTERS, 
LAMP METERS AND BOXES. 


The Catalogue and Lists of Prices for all the New Instruments and Apparatus of his Manufacture are now ready, 
and may be had on application, per post or otherwise, at 


VINCENT WORKS, VINCENT STREET, WESTMINSTER, S.W. | 


WILLIAM INGHAM AND SONS, 
WORTLEY FIRE-BRICK AND RETORT WORKS, 








W. INGHAM and SONS, having for maay years bden extensively engaged in the Manufacture ef 
RETORTS AND FIRE-BRICKS FROM THE CELEBRATED WORTLEY FIRE-CLAY 
beg to call especial attention to their RETORTS, which have for many seasons proved to be uusurpassed in quality by any in the Kingdom, their FREEDOM FROM 
CRACKS the ADHESION OF CARBON rendering them worthy the attention of all parties interested in the making of Gas. 
The Works are of such magnitude as to ensure the prompt execution of orders to any extent. 
Estimates for Setting, or Bricklayers sent when required. 
GAS OVENS IN SEGMENTS OF EQUAL QUALITY. 0. 
A large stock of Pire-Bricks, Fire-Clay, Terra Cotta, and Drain-Pipes of all sizes kept in London at CHRISTIE & C0.- 
Wharf, 64, Bankside, Southwark, where all particulars of Prices, &c., may be obtained. 
N.B.—Eaport orders continue to have prompt attention. 


KING BROTHERS, _ 
! STOURBRIDGE FIRE-BRICK AND RETORT WORKS. 


MEAD on MOUTH PIECE 
= 





Oe 








LONDON, 1862, | 











| E!! 
: : STOURBRIDG 

KING BROTHERS especially to caf the attention of Gas Companies vo the superiority of their Retorts, whicn are made from the celebrated 5 FREE 
FIRE-CLAY. Mr. King hae patented a Kiln for buming Retorts, by which Patent all Cold Air is excluded from the Kiln while burning, thus rendering tig obtains 
FROM CRACKS AND CORRECT IM FORM, By gteat care in Manufacturing, combined with the advantages in burning,a VERY SMOOTH 
rendering them less liable to carbonize. ' 














Retort Ovens, Fire-Bricks, Guards, Saddles, Rabbitted Burs, Flues, and Quarries, are all Manufactured of the same quality of Clav. 
Every Retort and Brick is branded “‘ King Brothers, Stourbridge.’ yy —_— 
—$ ———— 
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NOTICE OF REMOVAL. 
NEW CITY SHOW-ROOMS AND MANUFACTORY, 147, HOUNDSDITCH. 


T0 GAS COMPANIES & THE TRADE. 3 Cry sta; G; J. DEFRIES & SONS 


ws Pa Beg most nen = — —- Companies and 
‘y 4 the Trade that their 
J. DEFRIES & SONS, : NEW CITY SHOW-ROOMS 
GAS ENGINEERS, Hor 
Mediums, including Re; Designs of Medisval 


AND MANUFACTURERS OF : ij Gas-Fittings, Crystal, Bronzed, Ormolu, and Electro. 
Plated Chandeliers, Brackets, Vestibule - Lights, 


CRYSTAL, BRONZED, & ORMOLU cam Bronzed and Gilt Statuettes. 
B ea Special Designs prepared in ect accordance 
CHANDELIERS; with architectural arrangements. Estimates furnished 
for the Lighting and Fitting up of Theatres, Music- 


IMPROVED CRYSTAL STAR | ees) | Hasan ull ox Fsrt Bigs wih en 
Ty, 4 ot GAS MOONS of the Newest Designs. 
eigenen y OF SHAR co oc} THE PATENT GAS-REGULATOR & PURIFIER 
VESTIBULES, RO ENT Ne a, Reduced to 6s. 6d. per Dozen. 
AND Bute ramet) REECE GS oo el pix Pattern Books of Gas-Fittings, Crystal and 
EVERY DESCRIPTION OF GAS-FITTINGS. filJ--A NMRA HM) — ormotu ‘Chandeliers for 1860-65 are now complet, 


WORKS: ass: 8 WORKS: “" 
LONDON, BIRMINGHAM, & PARIS. LONDON, BIRMINGHAM, & PARIS. 


ROTATORY AND DOUBLE-ACTING GAS-EXHAUSTERS, 


with many recent improvements, from 1500 to 150,000 cubic feet per Hour. 


JAMES BURTON, SONS, & WALLER, 


MAKERS OF ENGINES, MACHINERY, and IRONWORK for GAS-WORKS, 
efficient and durable TAR, LIQUOR, and SYPHON PUMPS, 
GAS-VALVES, with or without Wedges, worked with powerful Worm and Rack, 
SELF-ACTING BY-PASS VALVES, with Lid and Relieving Lever, 
ROTATORY, TUMBLER, and CAPILLARY WATER DISTRIBUTORS for SCRUBBERS. 
SMALL-SIZE EXHAUSTERS KEPT IN STOCK. 


JOHN'S PLACE, HOLLAND STREET, SOUTHWARK, LONDON, §S8.E. 








Are now complete with every description of Lighting 











GEORGE ANDERSON, 


GAS AND CONSULTING ENGINEER. 
OFFICES REMOVED TO 


19, NORTHUMBERLAND STREET, CHARING CROSS. 


Mr. ANDERSON advises Companies on all matters connected with the manufacture of Gas and the construction 


of Works. 
PATENTEE & MANUFACTURER of the following Inventions :— 


RETORT SETTINGS, heated by tar without the production of smoke. 

STEAM-ENGINES and EXHAUSTERS, separately or combined. 

FOUR-WAY VALVES, one of which is equal to three ordinary Valves. 

STATION GOVERNORS in which the Gasholder cannot tilt and cause accidents. 
A Pamphlet containing Eighteen Illustrations of the foregoing, with letter-press on the construction of Works, 
post free, 2s. 6d. 
“ The Author is well qualified to speak authoritatively upon the important subjects to which his pamphlet refers.” —Artizan. 








THE ORIGINAL 


WORTLEY FIRE-BRICK WORKS. 
Near LEEDS, 


MANUFACTURERS OF ALL DESCRIPTIONS OF 


FIRE GOODS, and SALT-GLAZED DRAIN-PIPES, 
Lonpon AGENT: 


MARCUS BOURNE NEWTON, 
Wharf No. 4, inside Great Northern Goods Station, King’s Cross, 
Where is always kept a Stock of ane t Fire-Bricks, Terra Cotta Ware, and 
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THE 








A.. ANGUS CROLL, C.E., Chairman. 





GEORGE RAIT, Mawnactne Director. T. G. BARLOW, C.E., Consutrine ENGINEER. 


CROLL’S DRY GAS-METER, 


(Invented and Patented in 1844, since which time 200,000 of these Meters have been 
manufactured by Mr. CROLL,) 
Obtained PRIZE MEDALS at the EXHIBITIONS of London, 1851, of New York, 1853, and Paris, 1855. 


IMPROVED in 1858, 
And was awarded at the INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION of 1862, the PRIZE MEDAL for 


“GOOD CONSTRUCTION and SOUND WORKMANSHIP” 


Now manufactured by the GAS-METER COMPANY, LIMITED, KINGSLAND ROAD, LONDON; and, for the 
purpose of obtaining greater accuracy “n all its parts, the most perfect machinery has been adopted, ‘‘ By which the construction 
of the Meter is much simplified, while its liability to get out of order is diminished.” (See report of T. G. Bartow, Esq., C.E.) 

















ALEXANDER WRIGHT & COQ., 


55 and 55a, MILLBANK STREET, WESTMINSTER, &. W., 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
COMPENSATING & OTHER WET & IMPROVED DRY GAS-METERS, 
Of the best material and workmanship, carefully adjusted to meet the requirements of the SALES OF GAS ACT. 
STATION-METERS & GOVERNORS, 
WRIGHT'S REGISTERING PRESSURE-GAUGE, EXHAUSTER REGISTER, & REGULATOR 
STANDARD TEST GASHOLDERS; 


Consumers’ Governors; Inspectors’ Pocket, King’s, and all other kinds of Pressure-Gauges; Thermometers 
for Condensers, Pressure Registers, &c., &c. 


STANDARD PHOTOMETRIC AND OTHER TESTING APPARATUS, 


Employed by the best experimenters in this country and on the Continent, and by the Gas Testers in the London districts. 
STREET-LAMP REGULATORS OF THE BEST CONSTRUCTION, 


Adjusted to any desired consumption. 


BOGHEAD GAS COAL. 
JAMES RUSSEL & SON, FALKIRK, N.B. 


See Advertisement, page 950. 























THE BRITISH IRON TUBE COMPANY, | 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


PATENT WELDED WROUGHT-IRON TUBES & FITTINGS, FOR GAS, STEAM, & WATER; 
SCREWING TACKLE, CORE BARS, 
HYDRAULIC & OTHER TUBES & COILS, TO ORDER. 


WORKS, WAREHOUSE, & OFFICES: 28, CHARLOTTE STREET, BIRMINGHAM. 
D. HULETT and CO., 55 and 56, HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, 


PATENTEES and MANUFACTURERS of the ONLY GOOD MERCURIAL GAS REGULATOR, 
invite the attention of Gas Companies and the Trade generally to their Improved GAS-METERS, which they warrant equal to 
any in Quality, Workmanship, and Simplicity of Construction, and the only Meters from which Gas cannot be obtained without 
being duly registered. MANUFACTURERS OF 
GAS CHANDELIERS, GLASS LUSTRES, HALL LANTERNS, VESTIBULES, BRACKETS, PENDANTS; 
LOUBLE CONE, ALBERT, SHADOWLESS, & EVERY DESCRIPTION OF BURNER, UNION JETS, BATSWINGS, ETC.; 
IMPROVED FULL-WAY CARTER’S VALVES (much approved of); 
GAS-STOVES, and every article connected with Gas Apparatus. 
CAST & WROUGHT-IRON PIPE BLACK & GALVANIZED. COPPER. TIN, BRASS, & COMPOSITION TUBING. 
D HULETT'S IMPROVED SERVICE CLEANSER 
for clearing out Mains, Services, and Interior Fittings—65s. net. 
Boyle's Patent Silvered Glass Combination Reflectors and Outside Lanterns. 
Sole Manufacturers of Church and Mann’s Photometer. 























Large Pattern Books with every description of Gas-Fittings, Chandeliers, &c., with complete Book of Prices, | 2s. 
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